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PLACES REFERRED TO 



ON THB 



MAP OF PALESTINE. 



TRIBES, 

DESIGNATED BT THEIB INITIAL LETTBB8. 

A. Asher. K. Naphtali. M. M. Manasseh. 

Z. Zebulon. L Issachar. E. Ephraim. 

6. Gad. B. Benjamin. B. Benben. 

D. Dan. S. Simeon. J. Judah. 



CITIES AND TOWNS. 

1. Damascus. 12. Bethsaida. 

2. Sidon. 13. Tiberias. 

3. Zarephath, or Sarepta. 14. Dalmanatha. 

4. Tjre. 15. Gadara. 

5. Dan, or Caesarea Philippi. 16. Jabesh Gilead. 

6. Maachah. 17. Magdala. 

7. Geshnr. 18. Accho,FtoIemais,orAGre. 

8. Ashtaroth. 19. Cana. 

9. Jair. 20. Bethalia. 

10. Chorazin. 21. Nazareth. 

11. Capernaum. 22. Nain. 
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23. Megiddo. 

24. Jezreel. 

25. Scythopolis. 

26. PeUa. 

27. Gergesa. 

28. Babbath Ammon. 

29. Kamoth Gilead. 

30. Enon. 

31. Samaria. 

32. Ccesarea of Palestine. 

33. Gilgal of Nations. 

34. Antipatris. 

35. Shediem, or Sychar. 

36. Tirzah. 

37. Jazer. 

38. Heshbon. 

39. Bethabara. 

40. Machaems. 

41. Babbath Moab. 

42. Shiloh. 

43. GilgaL 

44. Jericho. 

45. Bethel. 

46. Ai. 

47. Emmaus. 



48. Gibeon. 

49. Bethphage. 

50. Jerusalem. 

51. Bethany. 

52. Bethlehem. 

53. Tekoah. 

54. Joppa. 

55. Lydda. 

56. Ekron. 

57. Arimathea. 

58. Ashdod, or Azotns. 

59. Gath. 

60. Askelon. 

61. Ziklag. 

62. Gaza. 

63. Gedor. 

64. Gerar. 

65. Hebron. 

66. Debir, or Kirjath Jepher. 

67. Hormah. 

68. Beersheba. 

69. Engedi. 

70. Kadesh Bamea. 

71. Zoar. 



o 



QUESTIONS 



ON 



THE GOSPELS. 



BOSTON: 

CROSBY, NICHOLS, & COMPANY. 

NEW TOKK: 

CHARLES S. FfiANCIS k COMPANY. 

1852. 



-^1-: r% ^^^jy^ c»LLE6E LIHARV 






L 

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 185S, by 

CROSBY, NICHOLS, AND COMPANY, 

in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of tlie District of Massa- 
chusetts. 



boston: 

PRINTED BY JOHN WILSON AND SON, 
22» SCHOOL-STHKKT. 



PREFACE. 



The need has long been felt, by some Sabbath-school Teachers 
among ns, of a Manual upon the Gospels, more full and copious 
than any now in use. In order to meet this want, the follow- 
ing Questions have been prepared for the use of the school with 
which the writer is connected ; and it is hoped that they may, 
in some measure, be adapted to other similar institutions. 

The chronological arrangement of the subjects will be found 
to be that adopted in ** C^penter's Harmony," as giving the 
dearest and most satisfying view of the life and ministry of 
Christ. The endeavor has been to connect the life and mira- 
cles of Christ with his teachings, doctrines, and parables, so as 
to impart a more distinct idea of the facts of the Gospels, as 
connected with their direct, spiritual lessons, — the one cast- 
ing ever a fuller and clearer light upon the other. 

Many of the questions refer to the Old Testament, as afford- 
ing added evidence of the truth of the Christian records, and as 
illustrating more fully the history, manners, and customs of 
the Jewish nation. By thus connecting the two revelations, 
we gain a new conviction of the Divine power and love, mani- 
fested in earlier times through patriarchs and prophets, and 
confirmed to us through the life, teachings, and death of Jesus 
Christ. 

And while there exists among the young a growing defi- 
ciency of any accurate knowledge of the Old Testament, with 
its rich treasures of history, poetry, and spiritual truth, it is 
hoped that these few questions may tend to awaken some desire 
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for inyestigation, so that the study of tho Old and of the New 
Testament may not remain so entirely distinct as is now too 
often the case. 

The division into Lessons has been made with reference to 
the subjects, rather than to the proper length for a lesson, as 
this must always depend upon the capacity and advancement of 
the pupil, and the time which can be devoted by the teacher 
to a full exposition. 

The references in the notes have been confined chiefly to such 
books * as are generally within the reach of all teachers ; and 
the more thoroughly the ttachar is prepared, by previous study 
and examination, to meet his class, the deeper will be the 
interest manifested by his pupils. 

The following Manual will doubtless be found deficient in 
many respects, and none can be more fully aware of its defi- 
ciencies than the writer. The usefulness of this, as of every 
such work, must depend upon the fidelity of the teacher ; for 
no book of questions or commentary can ever take the place of 
the full, simple explanations, and free, practical applications, 
that can be made by the individual teacher. 

The work was commenced simply with reference to the 
school with which the writer is connected; and it is hoped that 
there at least it may prove of some use, and may aid fellow- 
teachers in the fuller and more successful prosecution of their 
holy work. 

PoETiMOUTH, N. H., Febraary, 1851. 



* Beferanee has been frequently made in the following pages to ** BoUn- 
Bont Calmet" Anottier most raliuible work, of a similar character, — perhaps 
mow aocessiltto to some, — im •* Kitlo's Cyclopedia of Baered literatnie.** 



QUESTIONS. 



INTRODUCTORY LESSON. 

PABT I. 

1 . What is the meaning of the word Bible 7 
It literally means book. It is called holy be- 
cause it is the book which teaches us of God,, 
and should therefore always be read. and stu- 
died with seriousness and reverence. 

2. Into what two principal, parts is the Bible 
divided ? 

Into the Old and New Testaments. 

3. Why are they so called t 

The word Testament means covenant, or 
agreement; and the New Testament contains 
the covenant made with mankind by God, 
through his Son Jesus Christ, and designed to 
supersede the earlier and partial covenant with 
the Jews, contained in the Old Testament. 

4. What are the principal divisions of the 
New Testament ? 

The four Gospels, written by Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John ; the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Epistles, and the book of the Revelation. 
1* 
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I 

5. What is the meaning of the word Gospel 7 
Good news. 

6. Why, then, are these books so called 1 
Because each of them contains a message of 

good news, or glad tidings ; being a record of the 
divine revelation of truth, which Go4 made to 
the world through the life and teachings of 
Jesus Christ. 

7. What are the writers of these Gospels 
sometimes called ? 

Evangelists. 

8. Why are they so called 1 

The word Evangel means gospel; and they 
were emphatically the bearers of good news, or 
glad tidings. 

9. What is the meaning of the word apostle? 
A messenger, or person sent forth. 

10. Why is the fifth book of the New Testa- 
ment called the " Acts of the Apostles " 1 

Because it contains an account of the lives and 
teachings of the apostles, appointed by our Sa- 
viour to preach and spread abroad his gospel. 

11. By whom was this book written ? 

By Luke, the author of the third Gospel. 
Compare Luke i. 3, and Acts i. 1. 

12. What is the meaning of an epistle 7 
A letter. 

13. By whom were the Epistles written 1 
Severed of them were written by Paul ; others 

by Peter, John, and James, the early disciples of 
Jesus. 

14« What is the meaning of the word dis- 
ciple 7 

A learner or scholar. - 
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15. What, then, do we mean when we speak 
of the " Epistle to the Romans'' 1 

The letter which Paul wrote from Corinth to 
the Christian church established at Rome. See 
Rom. i. 1, 7. 

16. What do we mean by the '' Epistle to the 
!Ephesians " ? 

The letter which Paul wrote, when a prisoner 
in Rome, to the church at Ephesas. See Eph. 
L 1. 

17. By whom was the book of the Revelation 
written 1 

It is generally supposed to have been written 
by the Apostle John, during his exile in the 
island of Patmos, when the Christian church suf- 
fered persecution under the Roman emperor Do- 
mitian, in the year 95. 

18. What do you mean by the Christian era? 
. The year of the birth of Christ. 

19. At what period were the Gospels written ? 
Between the years 40 and 98. 

20. Which bears the earliest date ? 

That of Matthew ; while the Gospel of John 
was evidently written after the other three. 

21. In what language were they written ? 
Mark, Luke, and John wrote theirs in Greek ; 

while Matthew probably wrote his in a dialect 
of the Hebrew, called Syro-Chaldaic. 

22. Where and when were they translated 
into English, as we now have them 1 

In England, about the year 1611, during the 
reign of James I. 

23. Was this the first English translation of 
the Bible ever made ? 
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There had been several previous translations, 
the first of which was made by Wickliffe about 
the year 1380. 

24. Were the sacred books originally divided 
into chapters and verses ? 

They were not, but were written as connected 
compositions, like other books. 

25. When was this division made 1 

The division into chapters was made about the 
thirteenth century, while that into verses was 
not made until the year 1551. 

26. Are all the acts and teachings of our Sa- 
viour recorded by each of the evangelists 1 

They are not. While many of the events in 
the life of Jesus and some of his discourses are 
narrated by all, other incidents and conver- 
sations are recorded only by one or two of the 
evangelists. 

27. How can we account for this fact? 
Because each wrote particularly of those 

events which he had personally witnessed, and 
recorded those teachings of Jesus to which he 
himself had listened, or which were repeated to 
him by trustworthy friends. And, as neither of 
the evangelists was with him during each day 
of his public ministry, of course their accounts 
somewhat vary ; Matthew and John having been 
with him the greater part of the time, while 
Mark and Luke were probably often among his 
followers, and were intimately acquainted with 
those who were his apostles, and almost constant 
companions. 

28. Do these writers always record events 
just in the order in which they happened ? 
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They do not. 

29. How, then, can we obtain a connected ac- 
count of the life and teachings of Jesus ? 

By comparing these four records together, we 
can obtain a clear and complete view of the whole 
period of his public ministry. 

80. How long did this public ministry last ? 

About one year and three months. 

31. Where are the four evangelists supposed 
to have written their Gospels ? 

Matthew in Judea, Mark in Rome, Luke in 
Greece, and John at Ephesus in Asia Minor. 

32. Who was Matthew? 

Matthew, or Levi, was probably a native of 
Galilee. He was called by our Lord to be one 
of his twelve apostles, as he sat at the receipt of 
custom in Capernaum, in the discharge of his 
duties as publican, or tax-gatherer. He imme- 
diately left all, and followed Jesus. Compa- 
ratively little is recorded of him in the New 
Testament. 

83. Who was Mark ? 

Mark, or John Mark, or Marcus as his name 
is sometimes written, was a native of Jerusa- 
lem, a companion and friend of Peter, Paul, and 
Barnabas, the disriples of Jesus. In the latter 
part of his life he went to Rome, where Peter 
then was, and. composed his Gospel under the 
sanction and with the aid of this apostle, 
about the year 65. See Acts xii. 12, 25; 
xiii. 5, 13. 1 Pet. v. 13. CoL iv. 10. 2 Tim. 
iv. 11. 

34. Who was Luke ? 
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He was a physician, a fellow-laborer with 
Paul, and a Mend of the other disciples. He is 
supposed to have been a native of Antioch in 
Syria. Col. iv. 14. 2 Tim. iv. 11. Philem. 24. 

35. Who was John? 

He was the son of Zebedee and Salome. His 
occupation was that of a fisherman on the Sea of 
Galilee. He was the youngest of the twelve 
apostles, and is called '^ the beloved disciple " of 
Jesus. See Mark i. 19, 20. Matt. iv. 21. John 
xiii. 23 ; xix. 26. 

PART II. 

1. Were the Jews a free nation at the time of 
the birth of Christ ? 

They were not, but were under the dominion 
of the Romans. 

2. Who was the Koman emperor at this time? 
Caesar Augustus. 

3. Who was the king of Judea ? 

Herod, surnamed the Great, was made king by 
the Romans about thirty years before Christ. 
He did much for the prosperity of the nation, 
and rebuilt the temple at Jerusalem with great 
splendor. But his character was stained by un- 
principled ambition, treachery, and cruelty. He 
died not long after the birth of Christ.* 

4. How was his kingdom then divided ? 
Between his three sons, Archelaus, Herod 

Antipas, and Philip. 

5. What provinces did Archelaus possess ? 

, Judea, Samaria, and Idumea. He reigned 

* See " Bobinson'B Calmet," page 491 (Herod). 
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less than ten years, and was then deposed on 
account of his tyranny and cruelty. His domi- 
nions then became a province of the Roman em- 
pire, and were governed by Pontius Pilate 
during the time of our Saviour's ministry. 

6. Over what provinces did Herod Antipas 
reign? 

Over Galilee and Perea. He is the Herod 
spoken of in the Gospels, during our Saviour's 
public ministry. At his command, John the Bap- 
tist was put to death ; and it was to him that 
Pilate sent Jesus to be tried, because he was a 
Galilean. He was styled "Tetrach,"* which 
literally denotes the ruler of a fourth part of a 
province or country. 

7. What provinces did Philip possess ? 
Iturea and Trachonitis. Very little is said of 

him in the Gospels ; but he was a mild and just 
prince, and into his dominions Jesus retreated 
when he desired to avoid the plots of Herod 
Antipas. 

8. Had the Jews any expectation of a Mes- 
siah? 

They had ; for they read in the books of the 
prophets that God would send them a mighty 
deliverer, the Son of David, whose kingdom 
should extend over the whole earth. 

*9. Did they think of him as a religious 
teacher, who would come to establish a spiritual 
kingdom ? 

They did not; for they desired nothing so 
much as to throw off their allegiance to the Ro- 

* For the origin of this word, see " Jahn's Biblical Archseo- 
logy," sect. 24(». 
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mans, and to be restored to the power and 
greatness of the days of David and Solomon. 
They interpreted the prophecies, therefore, as 
refe^ing to^a temporal ^ki/gdom, 'and an earkly 
dominion and greatness. 

10. Was the expectation of some extraordi- 
nary person, to appear about this time, confined 
to tiie Jews 1 

It was not, but existed among other nations, 
who perhaps had derived it from the Jews.* 

1 1 . Will you point out some of the prophe- 
cies in the Old Testament relating to the Mes- 
siah? 

The promise made to Abraham, recorded in 
Gen. xii. 3 ; to Isaac, Gen. xxvi. 4 ; to Jacob, 
Gen. xxviii. 14. Jer. xxiii. 5. Hag. ii. 7. Mic. 
V. 2. Mai. iii. 1. 

But the greatest number and the most minute 
prophecies of the coming of Christ are to be 
found in the writings of Isaiah, who lived about 
six hundred years before the Christian era. 
Refer to Isa. xi. 1 — 9 ; xxxv. ; xlii. 1 — 10 ; Iii. ; 

liii.t 

12. Do we find in the teachings of Jesus that 
he ever refers to the ancient prophets as having 
written of himself? 

We do, on many occasions. See John v. 39, 
46 ; viii. 56. Luke vii. 27 ; xviii. 31 ; xxiv. 4%. 

13. Was it customary among the Jews to 
keep genealogical registers of their families 1 

It was ; and this was necessary on account of 

♦ See Ware's « Infe of the Saviour," chap. iii. 
f The teacher can read such selections from these {Mtesages, 
and others not here noted, as may seem to him best. 



INTSO0UCTOBT LESSON. 13 

some of the provisions of their law respecting 
inheritance, which required proof of the tribe 
and family to which every individual belonged. 
Priests who had not kept their lineage accurately 
were degraded &om their office. Ezra ii. 62. 
Neh. vii. 64. 

14. Why was this peculiarly important for 
the descendants of Judah ? 

Because the promise had been made, that the 
Messiah was to be of the tribe of Judah and the 
family of David. 

15. Do we find that such records were thus 
faithfully kept 1 

They were, in order that it might be proved, 
when the Messiah came, that he was of the right 
descent. 

16. Where do we find records of this sort? 

In Matt. i. and Luke iii. These two genealo- 
gies of Joseph, the reputed father of ova Saviour, 
differ considerably from each other. It 'is sup- 
posed that {he one in Matthew gives the actual 
ancestry of Joseph ; and that in Luke, his legal 
parentage, or the line through which, by the He- 
brew law, property would have descended to 
him.* 

* The uurwers to moet of tbe questions m this Lesson are 
necessarily brief and imperfect. They are to be regarded by 
the teacher, rather as suggesting topics for instraction and 
eonyersation, introductory to the more direct study of the Gos- 
pels, than as affording any full exposition of the subjects 
introduced. 
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SECTION I. 

Circumstances connected with the Birth of John the Baptist, 
and with the Birth and Childhood of Jesus Christ, 



LESSON I. 

BT&TH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

I 

Luke I. 

5. Who was one of tlie priests in the days of 
Herod, king of Judea ? 

From which of the twelve tribes of Israel were 
the priests edways chosen 1 Num. viii. 14 — 16. 

At what age could they enter upon the office 
of the priesthood 1 Num. viii. 24, 25. 

5. Of what course was Zacharias 1 
What do you understand by this ? 

An$, When the families of the Levites had 
grown very numerous, David arr|inged them 
into twenty-four courses or classes, for the more 
regular and systematic performance of the duties 
of the sanctuary. Each class served one week, 
and thus the rotation came to each twice in the 
year. 2 Chron. viii. 14. 

What was the name of the wife of Zacharias 1 

6. What is 9£^d of their character 1 

8, 9. What office did Zacharias perform ? 

What is incense 1 

Ans. A mixture of aromatic and sweet-scent- 
ed substances, that was burnt on the altar of in- 
cense every morning and evening. Exod. xxx. 
1, 8, 34. 
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Where was the temple of the Lord ? 

By whom was the first temple built? 1 
Kings V. 2 — 7. 2 Chron. v. 

Can you give any account of the dedication of 
this temple ? Read 2 Chron. vi. ; vii. 

By whom was it at length destroyed ? 

Ans. By Nebuchadnezzar, when he conquer- 
ed Jerusalem, and carried the Jews captives to 
Babylon, during the reign of Zedekiah, king of 
Judah, about six hundred years before Christ. 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 5 — 8.* 

When was it again rebuilt 1 

Ans. The chil(&en of Israel were held in cap- 
tivity seventy years, but returned to Judea by 
the permission of Cyrus, king of Persia, and re- 
built their temple in the reign of Darius. See 
Ezra i. 1 — 5 ; v. ; vi. Read also Ps. cxxxvii. 

Was this the same temple that is so often 
mentioned in the New Testament 1 

Ans. This temple, built by Zerubbabel, was 
plundered and profaned by Antiochus Epiphanes, 
king of Syria, when he conquered Jerusalem about 
one hunied and seventy years before Christ. It 
was again repaired and purified by Judas Mac- 
cabeus, who restored the divine worship, and de- 
dicated it anew. (See Mace. i. ; iv.) During 
the different wars in which the Jews were en- 
gaged, it was again much injured, but was 
finally rebuilt with great splendor by Herod the 
Great. 

* The teacher might here give some description of Baby- 
lon, the great capital of the Assyrian and Chaldean empires ; 
of its former grandeur and magnificence, of its ntter downfall, 
and of the mins which have recently been discovered on its 
site, attesting the truth of scriptural history and prophecy. 
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Can you give some description of this tem- 
ple?* 

In whicli part was the altar of incense 1 

10. When Zacharias was burning the incense, 
how were the multitude of the people occupied ? 

1 1 . Who appeared to Zacharias ? 

12. How was he affected by this appearance ? 

13. For what purpose was the angel sent 1 
14 — 17. What did he foretell respecting 

John? 

Why was it said that he should drink neither 
wine nor strong drink ? 

Ans. Because he was to be a Nazarite, or a 
consecrated person, from his birth. Some under 
the Jewish law were devoted to this kind of life 
from infancy, as Samson, Samuel, and John the 
Baptist ; and others entered it of their own free 
will. 

Can you give any account of the vow of the 
Nazarite ? Num. vi. Judges xiii. 4, 7, 14. 

17. With what prophet is John compared ? 

Can you give any account of Elijah? Read 
1 Kings xvii ; xviii. ; xix. 2 Kings i. ; ii. 

19. What was the name of the angel who ap- 
peared to Zacharias ? 

What is the meaning of Gabriel ? 
Ans. A man of God. 

20. What sign did he give Zacharias, to as- 
sure him of the truth of his words ? 

21. 22. What happened when he came out of 
the temple ? 

What is a vision ? 

* See " Holy Land aad its Inhabitants," chi^. yiii. 
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23. To what place did he go, after he had per- 
formed his duties at the temple ? 

58. Did the friends of Elizabeth rejoice at the 
birth of her son ? 

'59. What was done to the child when be was 
eight days old 1 

Why was- this rite performed ? Gen. xvii. 9, 
10—12. 

By what name did they call the child at first ? 

60. What name did his mother wish to give 
him? 

What is the meaning of the word " John " ? 
Ans. " Favored by Jehovah." 

61. Did her friends object to this name ? 

62. 63. What did his father say should be his 
name ? 

How did he make known his wishes, as he 
was dumb 1 

What ancient mode of writing is here referred 
to? 

Ans, Writing with a style, or pointed instru- 
ment of iron, on plates of wood, ivory, or metal, 
covered with wax. 

64. What immediately happened to Zacharias? 

65, 66. What e£fect did these events produce 
upon all the people in their neighborhood ? 



-LESSON n. 

BI&TH OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Luke I. 

26. To whom was the angel Gabriel sent 1 

27. Where did Mary live ? 
Where is Nazareth ? 

2* 
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To whom was she espoused ? 

To what house or family did Joseph and Mary 
belong 1 

How many years before the birth of Christ did 
David live ? 

Ans, About J 100. 

Can you give any account of the early life of 
David 1 1 Sam. xvi. 

How long did he reign over Israel ? 2 Sam. 
V. 4, 5, 12. 

28. What did the angel say to Mary ? 

31.. What name was she directed to give to 
the son who should be born to her 1 

What is the meaning of this name 1 

Ans. **He who shall save." Matt. i. 21. 

What name is also given to him by the pro- 
phet Isaiah 1 Isa. vii. 14. 

What is the meaning of Emmanuel t Matt, 
i. 2S. 

32, 33. What promises were made concerning 
him? 

LVKE n. 

1. What decree or law was made by Caesar 
Augustus in those days, or soon after the birth 
of John the Baptist 1 

Who was Caesar Augustus 1 

Ans. The Roman emperor. 

Did all the Roman emperors receive the name 
of Caesar 1 

Ans, They did, after Julius Caesar ; and it be- 
came their peculiar designation, as ^* Ptolemy " 
was that of the Egyptian kings. His nephew, 
•Octavius, who is referred to in the text, was 
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made emperor thirty years before Christ ; and he 
took also the additional title of Augustus. In 
the New Testament, the reigning emperor is 
generally called Caesar only, omitting any other 
name ^hich might belong to him. See reference 
to Tiberius Caesar, in Luke xx. 22 ; to Claudius, 
in Acts xi. 28 ; to Nero, in Acts xxv. 8. 

What is the meaning of the phrase, '' all the 
world," as here used ? 

Ans. All the land or country ; and it probably 
refers merely to the territory of Palestine and 
Syria, as we have no account' in history of any 
more general taxing, or rather enrolment of 
names, at this time. 

For what purpose was this enrolm^it or regis- 
try made 1 

Ans, In order to obtain a correct census of 
the whole population with reference to taxation 
afterwards. 

3. Where did every one go to be ihus regis- 
tered! 

4. To what place did Joseph and Mary go ? 
Where is Bethlehem 1 

How far is it from Nazareth t 

Ans. Seventy-six miles, in a southerly direc- 
tion. 

Why was it called the city of David ? 1 
Sam. xvii. 12. 1 Kings ii. 12. 

6, 7. What took place while they were there 1 

Can you give . any description of an eastern 
inn?* . 

6. What is said of the shepherds 1 

* Beferlo '•Bobitison'tt CblmeV* P- 278 (Cuafanieni). 
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9. Who appeared to them while thus em- 
ployed ? 

10 — 12. What did the angel say to them ? 

1 3. Who appeared with the angel after he had 
announced these good tidings ? 

14. What was their song of praise ? 

15. Whither did the angels go ? 

What did the shepherds then determine to 
do? 

16. Where did they find the ihfant Jesus and 
his parents ? 

18. How were the people affected, who heard 
the story of the shepherds 1 

20. What were their feelings on returning 
home, after this visit ? 

19. What is said of Mary? 

How many years after the creation of the 
world was Christ born ? 

Ans. Four thousand a^d four years. 

What is the birth-day of Christ called ? 

What is the meaning of the word Christ ? 

Ans. ''The anointed.'' Jesus was so called, 
because God '' anointed him with the Holy Ghost 
and Mrith power." Acts x. 38. 

Was it customary for kings and priests in an- 
cient times to be anointed before entering upon 
their respective offices? Exod. xxix. 7. Lev. 
viii. 12. 1 Sam. x. 1 ; xvi. 11 — 14. 

Are there any instances in the Old Testament 
in which kings are called the Lord's anointed ? 
1 Sam. xxiv. 6 — 11 ; xxvi. 9 — 11. 

22. To what city was Jesus carried by his 
parents to be presented to the Lord ? 

Were the first-born of man and of beasts re- 
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garded by the Jews as peculiarly sacred to God, 
to be consecrated to him ? 

Ans. They were ; but they could be redeemed 
by an offering. See Exod.'xiii. 12 — 16. 

24. What offering or sacrifice did the parents 
of Jesus make, when they went up to the tem- 
ple 1 Refer to Lev. xii. 6, 8. 

25—27. What is said of Simeon? 

Who is meant by the Consolation of Israel 1 

28. What did Simeon do to the child Jesus? 

29 — 33. In what words did he bless God for 
the birth of this child ? 

Who are meant by the Gentiles ? 

Ans, All the nations of the earth who are not 
Jews. 

Who, by the people Israel ? 

Ans. The Jews, or descendants of Jacob or 
Israel. Gen. xxxii. 28. 

36. Who came into the temple at the same 
time ? 

37. How old was Anna? 

How did she pass her time in her old age ? 

38. What did she do when she came in where 
Jesus was ? 

39. To what place did the parents of Jesus 
return? . 

40. What is said of Jesus ? 

What is the meaning of this verse ? 

Does not God bestow his favor and love upon 
all who strive to please and obey him ? 

Are you not reminded, by this account of Je- 
sus, of the childhood of Samuel ? See 1 Sam. 
i. 27, 28; ii. 18—27; iii. 
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VISIT OF THE MA.GI. — FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. — RETUllN TO 

-GALILEE. 

Matthew II. 

1 . Where was Jesus born ? 

What does the word Bethlehem signify ? 

Ans. " House of Bread ; " probably so called 
from the fertility of the surrounding country. 

Can you give any account of this place ? 

Ans. It was a small \dllage, six miles south 
of Jerusalem, lying in the midst pf fertile hills 
and valleys, and commanding a distant view of 
the Dead Sea and the valley leading to it ; so 
that any phenomenon over the place, as the 
brilliant spectacle witnessed by the shepherds, 
would be seen far beyond the sea in the East 
country. The place is now inhabited by Chris- 
tians and Mahometans, and contains about two 
hundred houses. 

2. Who came to Jerusalem to see Jesus ? 
Who were the vdse men, or Magi ? 

Ans. They were a class of persons found 
throughout the East, but especially in Persia, 
and included priests, philosophers, and men of 
letters. They were much devoted to medicine, 
astrology, and religion, and were highly esteemed 
by kings and rulers, as they professed to predict 
future events.* 

Have we any reference to them ih the Old 
Testament ? 

* It might be well for the teacher to give here some ac- 
count of Zoroaster, and the peculiar religious tenets of the 
Magians and Sabians. 
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Ans. We find that at one time Daniel pre- 
sided over them, and was held by them in great 
esteem. See Dan. v. 11. 

2. For what purpose did they come ? 

What is the meaning of worship in this place ? 

Ans. Simply a mark of high respect or rever- 
ence, such as was often shown to ]^ngs, espe- 
cially in the East. 1 Chron. xxix. 20. 

What did they mean by saying that they had 
seen his star in the East ? 

Ans, It was believed by the ancients that new 
stars appeared before the occurrence of any 
great event, and at the birth or death of illus- 
trious men, and had some mysterious con- 
nection with their lives ; and, as the wise men 
were skilled in astrology, they readily detected 
any new or uncommon appearance in the hea- 
vens.* 

3. How were Herod and many of the Jews 
affected when they heard of the visit of the 
Magi? 

4. What did Herod demand of the chief 
priests and scribes ? 

Who were the scribes ? 

Ans, They were men of learning, also called 
lawyers and doctors of the law, and were well 
versed in the law of Moses. They kept the 
public records and registers, transcribed the 
sacred books, and acted as religious teachers 
and interpreters of the Scriptures. 

5. 6. What was their reply t 

Where do we find this prophecy 1 Mic. v. 2. 

" * The teacher might draw aome interesting illustrations of 
this belief from Roman history. 
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7. What inquiry did Herod make of tlie wise 
men ? 

What did he direct them to do 1 

Was he sincere in saying that he wished to 
worship Jesus ? 

9, 10. How were they guided to the place 
where Jesus was ? 

11. What did they present to him 1 

Was it customary in eastern countries to 
honor kings in this way 1 2 Chron. ix. 1 — 14, 
Isa. Ix. 6. 2 Kings y. 5. 

What is frankincense 1 

Ans, A valuable, aromatic gum, used in per- 
fumes, medicines, and sacrifices. It exudes from 
incisions made in a tree during the summer. 
Lev. ii. 1, 2. 

What is myrrh 1 

Ans, A gum of a bitter taste, employed in 
anointing, perfuming, and also in embalming 
the dead. John xix. 39, 40. 

12. Did the wise men return to Herod ? 

13. What directions did Joseph receive in a 
dream? 

14. 15. What did he then do 1 

What interesting story in the Old Testament 
is connected with our associations with ^ypt 1 
Gen. xxxvii. ; xl. — ^L 

16. What did Herod do when he found that 
he was deceived by the wise men 1 

Was this act in accordance with his general 
character ? 

Can you give any account of the last days of 
his life 1 

18. What words of the prophet Jeremiah are 
applied to this deed of Herod ? Jer. xxxi. 1 5. 
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Where is Eamah ? 

Who was Rachel? Gen. xxix. 10 — 12. 

Whose wife was she 1 Gen. xxix. 28. 

Who were her two sons 1 Gen, xxx. 24 ; 
XXXV. 18. 

Where was she buried? Gen. xxxv, 19. 

1 9, 20. What directions did Joseph receive in 
a dream ? 

21. Did he follow these directions ? 

22. Who succeeded Herod in the government 
of Judea? 

Why was Joseph afraid to return thither ? 

22. Whither did he go ? 

Under whose jurisdiction was Galilee ? See 
Introductory Lesson, part ii. quest. 6. 

23. In what city did he dwell ? 

Can you give any account of Nazareth ? 



LESSON IV. 

JS8U8 AT THE PA880VEB, WHEN TWELVE YBABfi OF AGE. 

Luke U. 

41. To what city did the parents of Jesus go 
every year, and for what purpose ? 

Can you give some account of this feast, and 
why it was instituted? Exod. xi. ; xii. ; xiii. 

How many days did it last ? Lev. xxiii. 5 — 9. 

Who were required to observe it ? Deut. xvi. 
16. 

Can you give some account of the observance 
of this feast, during the reign of Josiah, king of 
Judah ? 2 Chron. xxxv. 

42. How old was Jesus wh^n he went to the 
feast with his parents ? 

3 
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43. Did Jesus return with them after the eight 
days had passed ? 

44. Where did they suppose him to be 1 
How long was it before they missed him ? 
How msCny miles constituted a day's journey 1 
Ans. Froni twenty to thirty. 

45. What did they do when they could not 
find him among the company ? 

46. Where did they at length find him, and 
how was he employed ? 

Who were the doctors 1 

Ans. The scribes and teachers of the law. 

Was the posture of sitting customary among 
the Jewish scholars as well as teachers 1 Acts 
xxii. 3. Luke x. 39. 

47. How were all affected who listened to 
Jesus ? 

48. What did his mother say to him ? 

49. What reply did Jesus make ? * 

50. Did his parents understand his words 1 

51. When they returned to Nazareth, what 
was his conduct toward them ? 

What lessons may you learn from this example 
of filial obedience, and from the early interest in 
religious instruction manifested by Jesus ? 

52. What is said of Jesus after his ireturn ? 
What kind of character will always secure the 

favor of God ? 

Are you now striving to form such a cha- 
racter 1 

Do you strive, in every little thing, to place 
the example of Jesus before you, and to ask 

* The following is perhaps a better translation of this verse : 
" And he said unto them, How is it that ye were seeking me t 
Knew ye not that I must be in my Father's house 1 ** 
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yourself how he would have thought, spoken, or 
acted, had he been situated like yourself? 

If you feel that you have so acted as to deserve 
the approval of God and of your own conscience, 
ought not this to satisfy you, even though you 
receive not praise from men ? 

How ought you to feel and act if blamed un- 
justly? 1 Pet. ii. 20—23. 

Have you formed the hahit of daily prayer^ 
and of thus seeking the blessing of God, to aid 
you in doing what is right ? 



SECTION n. 

Preaching of John the Baptist, and the Ministry of Christ 

to his First Mirade,* 



LESSON V. 

PBBACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

Luke HE. 

2, 3. Where was John when he commenced 
his public preaching ? 

Will you describe the river Jordan ? 

What interesting event, in the early history of 

* Questions on the first eighteen verses of John's Gospel, 
which, according to chronological arrangement, should have 
been inserted in this place, hare been designedly omitted, as 
embracing topics somewhat above the usual comprehension of 
children. 

It would be well, however, for those pupils who are suffi- 
ciently advanced, to make this passage the subject of a distinct 
lesson; embracing, as it does, such a noble vindication of the 
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the Israelites, is connected with this river 1 Josh. 

« • • • 

111.; IV. 

What do you understand by the expression, 
" the word of God came to him '* 1 Refer to 
1 Kings xvii. 1,2. 
■ 1 . Who was the Roman emperor at this time ? 

Who was Tetrarch of Galilee ? of Iturea ? of 
Abilene 1 

What is the meaning of Tetrarch 7 See In- 
troductory Lesson, part ii. quest. 6. 

2. Who was the high priest? 

Why, then, was Annas also called the high 
priest 1 

Who was the first high priest? Num. iii. 6. 

From what family were the high priests 
chosen? Num. iii. 10.* 

What duties were they required to perform ? 

Can you describe the dress of the high priest 1 
Exod. xxviii. 

What do you understand by the " baptism of 
repentance, and the remission of sins " ? 

4 — 6. What prophecy of Isaiah is applied to 
John the Baptist ? Isa. xl. 3 — 6. 

What ancient custom is alluded to in these 
words ? 

Unity of God, and such a full refutation of tho notions then 
prevalent among the Gnostics, whose peculiar tenets were 
rapidly spreading at this time in Asia Minor, and leading 
Christians away from the simplicity and purity of the apos- 
t9lic faith. 

For a clear and full explanation of this passage, the teacher 
is referred to "Peabody's Lectures on Christian Doctrine," 
Lecture II. ; also to " Miles's Gospel Narratives," chap. xiii. 
pages 116 — 118. 

* See "Homo's Introduction," vol. i. pages 111, 112. 
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Ans, When monarchs journeyed or marched 
on military expeditions, they often sent pioneers 
before them to level the hills and fill up the 
valleys, and thus make a straight and smooth 
road for their easier progress. Thus, in a spiritual 
sense, John was sent to prepare the hearts of the 
people for the Messiah's advent, and to bid them 
make ready for his coming, by repenting of those 
sins which would prevent their prompt reception 
of the divine truths which he came to reveal. 

What was the dress of John ? Matt. iii. 4. 

Which of the prophets did he resemble in 
outward appearance as well as in character ? 2 
Kings i. 8. 

What constituted his food 1 Matt. iii. 4. 

Can you give some account of the locust? 
Exod. X. 1—20. Joel ii. 1—10. 

Was this insect regarded as clean or unclean 
by the Jews 1 Lev. xi. 22. 

What is wild honey 1 

Can you describe the honey-bee, and the man- 
ner in which she makes the cells that contain 
her food ? 

What other kind of honey is also used for 
food, and is referred to in the Old Testament 1 
1 Sam. xiv. 24—28. Ps. Ixxxi. 16. • 

Was it lawful for honey to be used in sacri- 
fice? Lev. ii. 11. 

Who went out into the desert country to 
listen to the preaching of John ? Matt. iii. 5, 6. 

Was the rite of baptism known among the 
Jews previously to this time ? 

Ans. It was, and was employed to initiate 
heathen proselytes into the Jewish religion. It 
3* 
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was a new thing, however, for Jews to be bap- 
tized. John thus intimated to them, that, though. 
they were the chosen people of God, they had so 
far become like heathen, that, before they could 
be prepared for the Messiah's kingdom, they must 
pass through as great a change as was required 
of proselytes from another religion. 

7 — 9. What did John say to the multitudes 1 
Matt. iii. 7 — 11. 

Did they suppose that they should be saved, 
simply because they were the descendants of 
Abraham 1 

Are we not taught in these words the necessity 
of personal goodness and individual effort 1 

Can you give some account of Abraham 1 Gen. 
xii. ; xiii. ; xxi. ; xxii. ; xxiii. ; xxv. 7, 8.* . 

Who were the Pharisees and Sadducees who 
came to John 1 

Ans, They were the two leading philosophical 
and religious sects among the Jews. The Pha- 
risees were so called from a Hebrew word, mean- 
ing to separate, or to set apart, because they 
professed to set themselves apart from the rest 
of the people, and to live purer and better lives. 
They priaed themselves upon their scrupulous 
adherence to all religious forms and ceremonies, 
but were notorious for their ostentation, hypo- 
crisy, and haughtiness. This was the prevailing 
character of the sect, though there were among 
them, doubtless, many true and noble spirits. 
See Acts v. 34. 

* T\e teacher oan select portions of these chapters, or 
make the life and character of Abraham the subject of a sepa- 
rate lesson. 
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Who were the Sadducees ? 

Ans. They derived their name fr )in Sadoc, 
the founder of their sect. They were generally 
more wealthy than the Pharisees, but had less 
influence among the people. They did not be- 
lieve in the existence of spirits, in immortality, 
or a future retribution. Several of them, how- 
ever, held the office of high priest. , Caiaphas, 
who condemned our Saviour, was a Sadducee. 

What seems to have been their motive in 
coming to John 1 

Ans. They supposed hin* to be either the 
Messiah or his forerunner, and were desirous of 
early securing his favor, and gaining posts of 
profit and honor in his kingdom. 

What is the meaning of the ninth verse 1 

1 1 . What did John tell the multitudes that 
they must do 1 

Are not acts of benevolence and kindness far 
more acceptable to God than mere forms of wor- 
ship and devotion? Isa. Iviii. 6, 7. Dan. iv. 27. 
James i. 27. 1 John iii. 17, 18. 
' 12, 13. What reply did he make to the pub- 
licans when they inquired what they should do ? 

Who were the publicans ? 

Ans, They were a class of people employed 
to collect the taxes. They were generally held 
in great contempt by the Jews, who could not 
bear to have them exact the tribute imposed by 
the Romans, which forcibly reminded them of 
their loss of independence as a nation. They 
were divided into two classes, — those who were 
the general agents to receive the revenue, and 
who were usually men of some wealth and stand- 
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ing ; and those who were under-agents for col- 
lecting the same. Of the former class was Zac- 
cheus, Luke xix. 2 ; but Matthew, or Levi, was 
one of the inferior publicans, Luke v. 27. 

14* What counsel did John give to the sol- 
diers!* 

15. What did many of the people think of 
John? 

16, 17. What answer did he make to them ? 
To whom did he refer in these words ? 
What do you understand by the expression, 

th« ** latchet of whose shoes,'* or " the thong of 
whose sandals, I am not worthy to unloose " ? 

How were the sandals worn 1 

Was it customary to offer water for the feet, 
as a mark of hospitality ? Qen. xviii. 4 ; xxiv. 
82 ; xliii. 24. Luke vii. 44. 

Who are meant by the wheat and the ohaff ? 

Can you give some account of the manner in 
which the threshing-floor was prepared, and the 
chaff separated from the wheat 1 f Refer to Gpn. 

* We have, in oonneotion with this verse^ a siKkinff inci- 
dental proof, from profane history, of the tnxth of the Gospel 
narrative. Herod Antipas married a daughter of AretaSy 
king of Arabia, bat after a short time divorced her, in order to 
take Hcrodias, his brother Pliilip*s wife. Aretas, to revenge 
this insult, made war upon Herod, whose troops were defeated, 
and at this very time were returning to their native provinces.* 
Their direct route necessarily led them through l^e region 
where John was preaching; and this accounts for the presence 
of soldiers, at a time when the Jews, as a nation, were at peace. 
The word, in the original, signifies those actually engaged in 
military service. 

t See " Robinson's Calmet,'* p. 889 (Thrashing). « Jahn^s 
Biblical Arotueology,*' sect. 62— -65, ** livermore's Commeih- 
tary," vol. i. p. 44. 
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1. 10. 2 Sam. xxv. 16. Deut. xxiv. 4. Isa. xli. 
15. Hos. xiii. 3. 

Where did these events take place ? John i. 
28. 



LESSON VI. 

THE BAFTISH OF JESUS. 

Matthew m. 

13. AVho came to the Jordan to John to be 
baptized by him 1 

14. Was John willing to comply with his re- 
quest 1 

15. What reply did Jesus make 1 

W^hat do you understand by these words 1 
Ans. Jesus answers that it is a duty to ob- 
serve all religious ordinances ; and, though he 
did not need the rite of baptism for his own 
sake, he conformed to it because it was an ordi- 
nance of divine appointment. "Thus," he says, 
" it becomes us to fulfil all righteousness/' or 
every righteous ordinance. 

16. What took place as he came up from the 
water ? 

17. What voice came from heaven ? 

How old was Jesus when he commenced his 
public ministry ? Luke iii. 23. • 

Did John know before this time that Jesus 
was the promised Messiah ? John i. 33, 34. . 

Must he hot, however, have long been ac- 
quainted with his pure and exalted character ? 

What was the relationship between John and 
Jesus ? . 
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Is it not the duty of every Christian to observe 
the rite of baptism ? 

With what feelings should it be observed ? 

Did Jesus, before his ascension, give any com- 
mand to his disciples respecting this rite 1. Matt, 
xxviii. 19, 20. 

Is not baptism sometimes used in the Scrip- 
tures in a figurative sense, as expressive of 
suffering 1 Mark x. 38. Luke xii. 50. 

What instances have we of this rite being 
performed by the apostles and early disciples ? 
Acts ii. 37—42; viii. 35—38; ix. 17, 18; x. 
44 — 48 ; xvi. 25 — 35 ; xix. 1 — 7. 



LESSON vn. 

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS. 

Matthew IV » 

1 . Where did Jesus go after his baptism ? 

Where was this wilderness ? 

Ans. It was probably the desert of Jericho, 
lying not far from Bethabara, where John was 
baptizing. 

Why did Jesus go thither ? 

Ans. He was now about to leave his humble 
home, and to enter upon his public mission as 
the Messiah and Saviour of the world. He 
therefore retired, to engage for a season in exer- 
cises of fasting, prayer, and self-communion ; 
and to meditate on the greatness, the toils, and 
the trials of the work before him. 

What is the meaning of being *' tempted by 
the devil''? 
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Ans. The word Satan, or devil, means simply 
an adversary, — any thing which tempts us to 
do wrong, whether that temptation springs from 
our own hearts, or arises £rom the persons or 
circumstances around us. 

Why is every form of temptation rightly called 
an adversary, or the devil 1 

Ans. Because, if yielded to, it leads us to 
commit sin ; and sin is always an adversary to 
our souls, — the enemy of our highest interests. 

How came this form of speech to be in use 
among the Jews ? 

Ans. After they returned from their seventy 
years' captivity in Babylon, they brought with 
them many of the religious notions and forms of 
speech current among the oriental nations, which 
became blended, in some measure, with their 
purer faith, and gave a coloring to their religious 
tenets and language. Thus many of the eastern 
nations believed in two sovereign beings who 
ruled over the universe : the one, the author of 
all good ; the other, of all evil, to whom they 
gave the name of Satan, evil spirit, or adver- 
sary. Hence the use of this form of speech 
among the Jews in the time of our Saviour. 

Are there any instances in the New Testament 
in which the word Satan or devil is appHed to 
human beings ? Matt. xyi. 23. John vi. 70. 

2. How long did Jesus fast ? 

What persons are mentioned in the Old Tes- 
tament who farted fqrty ^SLja 1 Exod. xxxiv. 28. 
1 Kings xix. 8. 

3. What was the first temptation which Jesus 
encountered ? 
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4. How did he silence the tempter ? 
Where do we find these words 1 Deut. viii. 3. 
5,6. What was the next temptation of Jesus ? 
Where are the words quoted in the sixth verse 
written? !Ps. xci. 11, 12. 

7. What reply did Jesus make ? Deut. vi. 16. 
What do you understand by these words ? 
Ans. That we should not expose ourselves to 

needless dangers; for we cannot promise our- 
selves the protection of Heaven, if we rashly 
and wantonly expose life or health. 

8, 9. What was the third temptation of Jesus? 

10. What did he reply to the tempter ? Deut. 
X. 20. 

11. When Jesus had overcome these tempta- 
tions, whs^t happened to him ? 

What do you understand by these different 
temptations which he encountered ? 

Ans. They were the temptations of appetite, 
of vanity, of ambition, of selfish desires and 
purposes. 

Do you regard this narrative as a visioa, or 
simply as the thoughts that passed through the 
mind of Jesus, when alone in the desert ? * 

If the latter, why are they so narrated 1 

Ans. Because Jesus, in relating them to his 
disciples, employed the popular oriental ima- 
gery, and gave force and impressiveness to the 
circumstances by throwing them into the form 
of a dialogue. 

Was not Jesus tempted even as we are? 
flek. iv. 16, 16. 



* See *< Fanner on the Temptation. 



>i 
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How are toe tempted to do wroBg ? 

Have we not the power to overcome every 
temptation we meet with 1 

Do we not need to seek daily and hourly the 
aid of God, to keep ns in the hour of tempta- 
tion? 

What promise is given to him who endureth 
temptation! James i. 12. Rev. iii. 21. 

When you have successfully resisted any 
temptation, are you not conscious of an inward 
peace and happiness, greater than any earthly 
reward 1 

Are you striving daily to heeome more like 
Jesus, in the conquest of wrong feelings and nor 
holy passions, by the faithful performance of 
duty, and by th& earnest endeavor to (Lo what ii 
right 1 



LE9S0X vm. 

TBSTDCOirr OP JOHN THB BAFTIBT TO A DBPXTTJLTIOK FBOX 
TKB BANHSDRDf. — THB KB8T DIB0IFLE8 OP JBSUS. 

John I. 

Who were the Sanhedrim ? 

Ans. They were a council of seventy persons, 
who determined the most important affairs of 
the nation, most of them being chosen from the 
priests and Levites. Their authority was very 
extensive ; for they decided causes brought be- 
fore them by appeal from inferior courts, and 
even the king, the high priest, and the prophets 
were under their jurisdiction. 

19-*22. What answer did John give th^ 
4 



38 LESSON Vni. — JOHN I. 

priests and Levites, who were sent by the San- 
hedrim to ascertain whether he were the Christ ? 
23. What did he say was his peculiar mission? 

25. What question did they then ask him 1 

26, 27. What reply did John make? 

28. Where did these events take place ? 

29. How did John speak! of Jesus the next 
day, when he saw him coming to him ? 

37. What did John's two disciples do when he 
pointed out to them Jesus as the Lamb of God ? 

38. What did Jesus say to them? What 
reply did they make ? 

39. How long did they abide with him? 
What was the tenth hour ? 

40. Who was one of the disciples who thus 
followed Jesus? 

41. What did Andrew do ? 

42. When Jesus saw Simon Peter, what did 
he say to him ? 

What do you understand by these words ? 

43. What other disciple did Jesus call, on the 
next day, as he was about going into Galilee ? 

44. Of what city was Philip ? 

Is it not probable that he was well acquainted 
with Andrew and Peter ? 

What was the occupation of these three men ? 
Mark i. 16. 

45. What did Philip, on finding Nathanael, 
say to him ? 

Is not Nathanael supposed to be the same 
person as Bartholomew, mentioned in Matt. x. 3 ? 

46. What question did Nathanael ask? What 
did Philip reply ? 

47. What did Jesus say to Nathanael ? 
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48. Was he surprised to hear these words ? 
What did Jesus answer ? 

49. Whom did Nathanael then confess Jesus 
to be ? 

50. 51. What did Jesus say to him? 

From this brief narrative, what may we sup- 
pose to have been the character of Nathanael 1 

What lesson may we learn from the readiness 
of these early disciples to follow Jesus 1 

Should not we^ like them, be eager to impart 
to others the knowledge of the Saviour ? 



LESSON rx. 

THE MABBIAOE AT CANA OF GALILBE. 

John n. 

1,2. Where did Jesus and his disciples attend 
a marriage-festival 1 

Who were his disciples at this time 1 John 
i. 40, 41, 43, 45. 

Which of them resided at Cana, and was 
doubtless present at this feast ? John xxi. 2. 

Where Vas Cana 1 

Ans. It was about sixty miles north-west from 
Bethabara, and six from Nazareth. 

Will you give some account of the marriage- 
festival among the Jews ? How many days did 
it last 1 

3. Who else was present at this feast 1 

4. What did Jesus say to his mother when 
she told him that they had no wine 1 

Were these words in any way disrespectful 1 
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Ans. They were not, although they may seem 
harsh to us, for at that time it was a customary 
mode of speech: see John xix. 26. The following, 
however, is a better rendering of the verse : 
*' Woman, what is this to thee and me ? Has not 
mine hour come? " that is. Why need we be trou- 
bled because the supply of wine is exhausted ? 
Has not the time arrived for the open and public 
manifestation of my miraculous powers ? 

5. What did his mother say to the servants ? 

6, 7. What did Jesus direct them to do ? 
How much is a firkin 1 

Ans. About eight gallons and a half. 

For what purpose were these stone jars pre- 
pared ? 

Were the Jews accustomed to bathe before 
partaking of their meals ? 

8. What did Jesus then say to the servants ? 
' Who was the governor of the feast ? 

Ans, The person who had the general superin- 
tendence of the festival, and who presided at 
the table. 

9, 10. What did the ruler of the feast say, 
when he had tasted the water that had been 
made wine ? 

11. What effect did this miracle have upon 
the disciples of Jesus ? 

Do not this and the other miracles of Jesus 
prove that he was indeed sent by God ? John 
V. 36. 

12. After this festival, to what place did Je- 
sus go ? 

Who went with him ? 

Did they remain long at Capernaum ? 
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SECTION III. 

From the First Peusover to the Feast of Tabernacles, 



.LESSON X. 

JB8U8 EXPEL9 THE TBADEB8 FROM THE TEMPLE COURT, 
AND FBBDIQfIS HIS DEATH TO THE BULEBS. 

John n. 

13. To what place did Jesus go after he left 
Capernaum ? 

Why did he go thither at this particular time ? 

14. Whom did he find in the temple 1 
In what part of the temple were they 7 . 
Ans. In the outer court of the temple, called 

the Court of the Gentiles because Gentiles were 
permitted no further entrance. 

How many courts surrounded the temple; 
and what were they called 1 

For what purpose were these animals kept for 
sale near the temple ? 

What sacrifice could those persons offer who 
were too poor to purchase the larger animals ? 
Lev. V. 7. 

Who were the money-changers 1 

Ans, Persons who fiimished the Jewish coin 
to be paid for the usual taxes and contributions 
to the temple-service, and took in return Roman 
and other foreign coin. 

15. What did Jesus do when he found how 
the temple was profaned 1 

4« 
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J 6. What did he say to those who sold doves 1 

17. Of what passage of Scripture were the 
disciples reminded by this conduct of Jesus ? 
Ps, Ixix. 9 * 

Did not Jesus, both by word and example, 
always teach that the house of God should be 
regarded with reverence ? Refer to Isa. Ivi. 7. 

How did David regard the house of God 1 Ps. 
xxvi. 8; xlviii. 0; Ixxxiv. 1-^4, 10. 

What should be your conduct and thoughts 
in uniting in the public . worship of the sanc- 
tuary 1 

Does not God look upon the heart, and not 
upon the mere outward appearance? 1 Sam. 
xvi. 7. 

Have you endeavored, from week to week, to 
remember this great truth, as you have gone to 
the house of God 1 

18. What question did the Jews ask J'esus, 
after this transaction 1 

What do you understand by this question ? 

Ans, " Since you have done so grave an act, 
what credentials of your authority do you pro- 
duce 1 " The idea was generally entertained, 
that, when the Messiah came, he would give 
some peculiar token or* sign, or would make 
some extraordinary display of power, which 

* A better rendering of this verse : " Zeal for thj house 
oonsumeih me." — "We have here an incidental proof of the 
Koman toleration at this time, under the sanction of which a 
private Jew could thus vindicate, without opposition, the sanc- 
tity of his temple. Jesus would cleanse even the court of the 
Gentiles from desecration and fraud, that the Proselytes of the 
Oate, so called, or those who did not conform to the Jewish 
ceremonial, might worship God in peace." 
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should point him out to the people as the Mes- 
Biah, beyond the possibility of doubt. 

19. What reply did Jesus make ? * 

20. What did the Jews then say ? 

21. What, then, was the meaning of these 
words of Jesus ? 

22. Did his disciples remember this prediction 
after he had risen from the dead ? 



LESSON XI. 

CONVSBSATION WITH NI00DSKU8. — OB8BRVATI01I8 OP 

THE ETANOELI8T. 

John HE. 

John ii. 23. What effect did the miracles of 
Jesus have upon those who were assembled at 
the feast at Jerusalem 1 

* « Apart from etrictly internal gronndg of credibility, the 
strongest evidence of the authenticity of the GospelB is to be 
found in the numerous instances in which some of the evan- 
gelists refer to facts which they do not relate themselves, but 
which are related by others. John is the only one who relates 
that figurative saying of our Saviour, with reference to his re- 
surrection, 'Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.' The first cleansing of the temple, when these 
words were uttered, occurred shortly after John beame a fol- 
lower of Christ, but before the call of Matthew, or of Peter 
from whom Mark probably derived most of the materials for 
his narrative. John makes no farther reference to this de- 
claration of our Saviour, which was uttered before a numerous 
and hostile audience. But Matthew and Mark both tell the 
story of the false witnesses, who repeated these words in a per- 
verted sense, at the trial of Jesus before the high priest; and 
bo^ relate the use made of them by the scofiing multitude, 
who besieged the cross with taunts and jeers. Had they been 
wriling for the sake of coneiliating belief to a fabricated story, 
Ihey would not have omitted the occasion, which gave umbrage 
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24, 25. Did Jesus trust himself to the people 1 

John iii. 1. To what religious sect did Nico- 
demus belong 1 

Why was he called a ruler of the Jews ? 

jAns, Because he was a member of the great 
national council or Sanhedrim, and therefore a 
man of high rank and influence. John vii. 50 
—52. 

Why did he go to Jesus by night ? 

Ans. Probably from the want of true moral 
courage. He was unwilling to have it generally 
known that he had visited and conversed with 
the despised Nazarene, yet was desirous, no 
doubt, of securing some post of honor or in- 
fluence in the kingdom which he supposed Jesus 
about to establish. 

2. In what words did he address Jesus 1 
What is the meaning of Rabbi?-. 

Ans, It was a title of respect, and in some 
places the same word is rendered Master. 

3. What reply did Jesus make ? 

What is the meaning of being " bom again " ? 

Ans. It was a phrase in common use among 
the Jews to describe the change through which 
a Gentile passed in embracing the Jewish re- 
ligion. Jesus teaches, that, to become his true 
disciple, one must pass through a change as 
great as that of a Gentile convert on becoming a 

for the testimony of the false witnesses. Their mention of 
the malioious testimony, without taking care to let their 
readers know how it originated, indicates their simplicity and 
integrity as biographers ; while their narratives and John's, in 
this particnlar, mutually confirm one another, and bear mutual 
witness, so far as they go, to the authenticity of the three 
Gospels.** 
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Jew. He must be regenerated, — born again ; 
that is, be must be brought, in heart and life, 
under the dominion of the spiritual laws of God. 
He must become conscious of a spiritual life, of 
spiritual desires, purposes, and affections. 

5 — 7. What answer did Jesus give to the 
question of Nicodemus, "How can a man be 
born when he is old ? " 

What is the meaning of being "bom of 
water " ? 

Does Jesus teach Nicodemus that the mere 
outward profession of Ills religion would be suf- 
ficient ? 

Ans. He does not ; for he tells him that no 
mere outward rite can constitute the new birth ; 
that an inward change must be wrought in order 
for a person to be truly regenerate. 

What is the meaning of being " born of the 
spirit'"? 

Ans. Having a new chkracter formed through 
those good influences upon the mind, direct and 
indirect, of which God is the source. It is an 
inward and spiritual change, acting upon the 
principles, the affections, and the whole cha- 
racter.* 

What is said to be the fruit of the spirit ? 
Gal. V. 22—24. 

What does the Apostle John say of him who 
is born of God ? 1 John iii. 9 ; v. 18. 

What was it that prevented Nicodemus from 
becoming at once a true disciple of Jesus 1 

* See ** Peabody'fl Lectures on Christian Doctrine,** Leot. 
VI. : Regeneration, 
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Ans. It was his pride and his fear of man ; and 
Jesus tells him, that, if he would be truly his 
follower, he must cast off these sins, and &eely 
and openly acknowledge himself as his disdple^ 

8. To what does Jesus compare the influences 
of the Divine spirit ? 

Why does he make this comparison ? 

Ans. Because the influences of the Divine 
spirit upon the heart are like the movement of 
the wind, — invisible ; to be felt by the indi- 
vidual soul, and known only by their effects. 

9. Did Nicodemus express any surprise on 
hearing these truths ? 

10 — 13. What reply did Jesus make ? 

Would Nicodemus have been surprised, if 
Jesus had merely asserted that the Gentiles 
must be born again I 

What was there, then, in this doctrine which 
he found it so difiicult to believe ? 

In what way did he show his respect and 
affection for Jesus after his crucifixion 1 John 
xix. 39 — 42. 

14, 15. What did Jesus predict with regard 
to his death, and the results that would flow 
from his sacrifice for man ? 

For what purpose did Moses make the brazen 
serpent here alluded to 1 Num. xxi. 4 — 10. 

Is regeneration necessary to every human 
being ? 

Is it a sudden or a gradual change 1 

Ans. In most cases it is gradual ; for our Sa- 
viour compares the growth of religion in the 
heart to the growth of grain : '' first the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear." 
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Yet there are undoubtedly instances in which it 
is really a very rapid process. 

Is regeneration effected by the agency of God 
or of man, or by both? Phil. ii. 12, 13. Luke 
xi.9,.10, 13; xiii.24. 

How can we know that we have been born 
again 1 

Ans, SpiriUiality of character is the only 
sign with which we should rest satisfied; the 
consciousness of a growing likeness to Jesus, of 
spiritual tastes, feelings, and purposes. The 
daily life, too, must be conformed to his teach- 
ings and example. Matt. yii. 21. John xiv. 21. 
1 John iii. 24. 

In what words does Paul urge his Mends to 
watchfulness and perseverance in the Christian 
course 1 * Eph. vi. 13 — 18. 

16, 17. What does John say of the love of 
Godl 

In what other words does he express the same 
truth ? 1 John iv. 9—1 1 . 

18, 19. What is said of those who believe on 
Jesus, and of those who believe not ? 

What is the meaning of these words ? 

20. What is said of him that doeth evil ? 
Why are Christ and his gospel called*^ the 

Light? Compare John ix. 5, and Eph. v. 13, 14. 

21 . What is said of him who doeth the truth ? 
Who is said to abide in the light ? 1 John 

ii. 10. 

* The answers to maaiy of the questions in this lesson are 
necessarily very brief and imperfect. The teacher should wH' 
verse freely with his pupils upon the subject, and endeavor to 
-give them clear and adequate ideas concerning it; thus sup- 
plying the unaroidable defioienoies of a mere manual. 
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LESSON xn. 

LAST fiBCOSDBD TESTDCONT OF THB BAPTIST. — OBSE&- 
YATIONS OF THE EYAKOBLIST. 

JOHH III. 

22. After the conversation with Nicodemus, 
where did Jesus go 1 

23y 24. Where was John the Baptist at this 
time ; and how was he occupied 1 

What does the word ^non signify 1 

Ans. A fountain or stream. The exact site 
of this place is now unknown. 

25. 'What discussion arose between the disci- 
ples of John and the Jews ? 

What do you understand by this T 

Ans. Probably the question had reference to 

the comparative merits of the baptism of John 

and of Jesus. 

26. What did they say to John with regard 
to Jesus ? 

Did they not suppose that he would be jea- 
lous of this spreading popularity of Jesus 1 

27 — 30. What reply did John make 1 

Do not these words show that he was far su- 
perior to any feelings of envy toward Jesus ? 

31, 32. What does the evangelist say of the 
divine mission of Jesus ? 

33. What is said of him who receives the tes- 
timony of Jesus 1 

Where do we find this same thought expressed 
in a different form 1 1 John v. 10. 

34. Did Jesus come in his own name, or 
speaking ike wojrds of God 1 
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35. What is said of the loye of the Father ? 

36. What is said of him who helieveth on the 
Son» and of him who helieveth not 1 

Do not these words teach that Jesns was in- 
deed a divine heing sent hy God as the Saviour 
of the world ? 

Can we find any instance in which such lan- 
guage as this is applied to the prophets, or any 
of the Jewish teachers 1 

Will you repeat some passages that prove the 
divine authority of Jesus, and his superiority to 
all other created heings ? Luke xii. 8, 9. John 
v. 25—29 ; vi. 35, 47 ; xi. 25, 26 ; viii. 58 ; 
xvii. 2 — 5. 1 Cor. xv. 20. 2 Cor. iv. 6 ; v. 10. 
Eph. i. 18—23. Heb. i. 1—5. 

Should not a being so great and perfect, so 
full of love to man, be always spoken of and re- 
garded with reverence, trust, and affection ? 

Are you striving earnestly, in heart and life, 
to be a disciple of Jesus 1 



LESSON xm. 

ooirvaBSATioH wrrH thb woican op saxabia. — avtam- 

QVEMT OCC0BI11KOB8. 

John IV. 

1, 2. What had the Pharisees heard respect- 
ing Jesus 1 

Why do yoTL suppose that Jesus baptized 

AOtl 

Ans. It is very probable, that, if any had been 
baptized by Christ himself^ they might have 
claimed a superiority over the other diseiples, 
5 
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4 

I 

and thus have introduced discord into the infant 
church. Refer to 1 Cor. i. 14 — 16. 

3. Where did he go upon leaving Judea 1 

4. ThroT^gh what country was he obliged to 
pass? 

5. To what city did he come 1 

What was the ancient name of this place ? 

Ans. Sichem or Shechem. 

Have we any notice of this place in the Old 
Testament? Gen. xii. 6. Josh. xxi. 21. See 
also Acts yii. 16. 

Can you give some account of the Cities of 
Refuge, and why they were so called ? Num. 
xxxY. 9 — 15. Deut. xix. 1 — 10. Josh. xx. 7 — 9. 

Where do we find the account of Jacob's pur- 
chasing this piece of ground ? Gen. xxxiii. 18, 
19; xlviii. 22. Josh. xxiv. 32. 

6. Why did Jesus stop at this particular 
place ? 

Are not wells of water esteemed an important 
possession in the East ? 

What was the sixth hour ? - 

Ans. Twelve o'clock at noon. The whole 
day was divided into twelve hours; the first 
hour corresponding to what we call six o'clock 
in the morning. 

Were the Jews and Samaritans on terms of 
friendly intercourse ? See verse 9, and Luke 
ix. 51 — 56. 

What were some of the causes of the mutual 
enmity and contempt of the Jews and the Sama- 
ritans ? 

iln^.'^lst, Because the Samaritans were not 
genuine Israelites, but a mixed race,; being in 
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part descended from, gentile or heathen colonists ; 
and also because their religion was a mixture 
of Judaism and idolatry. 2 Kings xvii. 24 — 33, 
41. 

2d, Because they received, as of diyine autho- 
rity, no part of the Old Testament except the 
Pentateuch, or the five books of Moses.* 

3d, Because they had opposed the rebuilding 
of the temple at Jerusalem, after the return of 
the Jews from the Babylonish captivity. Ezra 
iv. 1 — 6. Neh. iv. ; vi. 1 — 14. 

4th, Because they had built a temple on Mount 
Qerizim, under the direction of Sanballat, in op- 
position to that in Jerusalem. Refer to Judges 
ix. 7. 

5th, Because, about a hundred and sixty-seven 
years before Christ, in the reign of Antiochus 
Ephiphanes, the Samaritans had dedicated their 
temple to Jupiter, though they afterwards re- 
turned to the true God. 

7. When Jesus was seated at the well, who 
came to draw water ? 

Is it still customary in eastern countries for 
women to draw water ? 

Can you mention any instances of this kind, 
related in the Old Testament ? Qen. xxiv. ; 
xxix. 1 — 14. 

8. Where were the disciples at this time 1 
What did Jesus say to the woman ? 

9. Did she express any surprise at his request 1 

10. What answer did Jesus make 1 

11. 12. What did the woman reply 'i 

• See " Jahn'8 Biblical Archseology," sect. 326. 
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13, 14. What did Jesus say of the water that 
he could give her ? 

What is the meaning of this Hving water ? 

Ans. The spiritual teachings of Jesus, and the 
influences of the Divine spirit, which, when re- 
ceived into the soul, are an unfailing source of 
life, and of inward peace and happiness. 

Will this water of life he given to all who de- 
sire it ? John vii. 37. Rev. xxii. 17. 

15. Did the woman wish for this water 1 
Did she understand the true meaning of the 

words of Jesus ? 

16. What did he tell her to do 1 

17. What did she reply ? 

17, 18. What circumstances did Jesus men- 
tion with regard to her past life 1 

What was his ohject in so doing? . 

Ans. Prohahly to impress her mind at once 
with his prophetic knowledge. 

19. Did his words have this effect ? 

20. Where did she say that her Others wor- 
shipped 1 

Where did the Jews say that men ought to 
worship ? 

21 — 23. What solemn reply does Jesus make 
with regard to the worship of the Father 1 

24. What is the only acceptable worship of 
God? 

What is it to worship in spirit and in truth ? 

Can we expect our prayers to be accepted, un- 
less we really desire the petitions we offer ? 

Is it not a sinful mockery ever to engage in 
this act carelessly or irreverently 1 

25. Did the woman know Jesus to be the 
Messiah ? 
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26. In wliat words did he make himself known 
to her ? 

27. When the disciples retomed, were they 
surprised to find him talking with the woman 1 

Can you mention any other instances of the 
Saviour's holding intercourse with persons who 
were despised hy others ? Luke v. 27 — 32 ; vii. 
36—50; xix. 1—10. 

28. What did the woman then do ? 

29. What did she say to the persons whom 
she met 1 

30. What did the people do ? 

32. When the disciples prayed Jesus' to eat, 
what reply did he make ? 

33. Did they understand his words ? 

34. How did he explain his meaning ? 
Have we not all, like Jesus, a work to aecom- 

pUshl. 

WiU not the consciousness of faithfully doing 
otir duty give us an inward satisfaction and 
peace which the world knows not of ? 

May not this inward happiness, this con- 
sciousness of the divine approval and hlessing, 
be well termed the food of the soul ? 

35 — 38. In what words did Jesus continue to 
address his disciples ? 

What are the color and appearance of the 
fields of grain when ripe ? 

What was the usual time of the harvest ? 

Ans, The wheat-harvest was chiefly in May ; 
the seed-time for most kinds of grain in January. 

Did this conversation occur near the harvest- 
time ? 

Ans, It did. 
5* 
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What, then, do you understand hy the 35tH 
verse 1 * 

Ans, The language here used is doubtless 
figurative, as Jesus wished to direct the atten- 
tion of his disciples to the crowds of Samaritans, 
who had left the city, and were on their way to 
meet him. He speaks of the spiritual harvest 
which was made ready for them through his 
teachings, and bids them enter in and reap the 
fruits of the seed which he had sown. 

Where do we fiad language similar to this 1 
Matt. ix. 36 — 38. 

Do you recollect any other instances in which 
the effect of religious instruction is compared to 
the growth of grain 7 Mark iv. 3 — ^9, 26 — ^29. 

39. Did any of the Samaritans believe on 
Jesus 1 

40. How long did he remain in Sychar ? 

41. 42. What was the result of his teachings ? 
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fBaVS, WHILE AT CANA OF GALILEE, HEALS THE NOBLE- 
man's son, who was ill at CAPEKNAXTM. 

John IV. 

43, 46. To what place did Jesus go after he 
left Sychar ? 

45. Did the Galileans receive him gladly ? 

46. Who came to Jesus while he was at Cana? 

* " Bay ye not that there are four months between seed- 
time and harvest 1 But lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for, though the seed has just been sown, the fields an 
already white, and ready for the harvest*** 
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47. For what purpose did he come 1 
Who was this nobleman 1 

Ans. Probably Chnza, the steward of Herod 
Antipas, tetrach of Galilee. See Luke yiii. 3. 
How far was Capernaum from Cana 1 
Ans, About twenty miles. 

48. What did Jesus say to the nobleman ? * 

49. What earnest request did the nobleman 
then proffer 1 f 

50. What consoling reply did Jesus make ? 
Did the nobleman believe the words of Jesus? 

51. As he was returning home, who met him? 
What joyful tidings did the servants announce 

to him? 

52. At what hour di4 the child begin to 
amend ? 

What was the seventh hour ? 

Afu. One o'clock, p.m. 

58. What effect did this miracidous cure have 
upon the nobleman and his family ? 

Must they not, ever after this, have regarded 
Jesus with the wannest love and gratitude ? 

Has God ever restored any of your near Mends 
from severe illness ? 

What, then, should be your feelings toward 
him? 

Can you mention some of the ases of sickness? 

Have we any other, recorded instance, in 
which Jesus effected the cure of a person while 
at a distance ? Matt. viii. 5 — 13. 

♦ " Will ye not believe unless ye see signs and wonders 1 »» 

f Referring to the situation of Capernaum, on the borders 
of the lake, while Gana was among the hills in the south of 
Galilee. 
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Can you point out any similarity in these two 
narratives 1 

Do they not manifest the wonderfully mira- 
culous power of Jesus ? 

What disposition did Jesus require in those 
who came to him to be healed 1 Matt. viii. 13 ; 
XV. 28. Mark v. 34 ; x. 52. 

Can you relate any instance in which the 
prophet Elijah restored a child irom severe ill- 
ness ? 1 Kings xvii. 8 — 24. 

Will you give some account of the sickness 
and death of King David's child ? 2 Sam. xi. ; 
xii. 1—24. 

In what words does David express his sense 
of the constant care and loving-kindness of God 1 
Ps. ciii. 1—5, 13—18. 

What does Moses say of the frailty of human 
life ? Ps. xc. 4—6, 10, 12. 

In what words does the Apostle James express 
the same thought ? James iv. 13 — 16. 

Knowing the uncertainty of life, what feelings 
should we endeavor constantly to cherish? 
Luke xu. 35—40. 1 Thess. v. 6—11. 



LESSON XV. 

DUBINO THE FEAST OF PEinXOOflT, J^ESTJS HBiXS THB 
INFIRM MAN AT BETHESDA. — HIS SUBSEQUENT DIB- 
C0UB8B BEFORE THE SANHEDRIM. 

John V. 

1. On what occasion did Jesus go up to Jem* 
salem, after he left Cana of Galilee ? 
What feast was tl^s ? 
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Ans. The Feast of Pentecost, whidi was cele- 
brated in the month of May; so called from 
a Greek word signifying " fiftieth," as it took 
place fifty days after the Passover. Lev. xxiii. 
15, 16. 

By what other names was this feast also 
called? 

Ans, It was sometimes called the Feast of 
Weeks, from the seven weeks which intervened 
after the Passover, Dent. xvi. 9, 10; and also 
the Feast of Harvest, or of first-fruits, as on this 
occasion loaves were presented, the first*fraits of 
the wheat-harvest. Many sacrifices were of- 
fered ; but the festival continued only one day. 
Lev. xxiii. 15^ — 21. 

Were all the Jews reqtured to attend this fes- 
tival? Deut. xvi. 16. 

2. What was there at Jerusalem, near the 
sheep-market, or more properly near the sheep- 
gate 1 Refer to Neh. iii. 1, 32 ; xii. 89r 

What is the meaning of the word Bethesda t 

Ans. " House of Mercy." 

What do you understand by the pool's having 
five porches 1 

Ans. The enclosure around it was probably a 
pentagon, or of a five-sided form ; and on each 
side was a porch, or place of shelter, for thone 
who resorted thither to bathe, or to be cured. 

3. Who were assembled there at this time ? 

4. For what purpose were they assembled 1 
What do you understand by this verse 1 * 
Ans, The pool here spoken of was probably 

* See «« Jiilm»a BibUoal Archaeology," eect. 108 
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an intermittent mineral spring, possessing medi- 
cinal qualities, undoubtedly of much, efficacy in 
certain kinds of sickness. And, as remarkable 
natural phenomena were attributed among the 
Jews to the interposition of angels, we find 
that the popular language is here used by the 
evangelist with reference to the sudden flow of 
this fountain or spring of water. 

5. How many years had a certain man .been 
sick and infirm, who was lying by the pool at 
this time 1 

6. What did Jesus say to him when he drew 
near 1 

7. What did the man reply ?* 

8. What did Jesus command him to do ? 

9. What followed his words 1 
What kind of bed is here meant ? 

Ans. Simply a small, light mattress. Some- 
times it consisted of no more than a thick cotton 
quilt doubled. 

On what day was this cure performed 1 

10. What did the Jews say to the man who 
had been healed ? 

1 1 . What reply did he make 1 

12. 13. Did he know that it was Jesus to 
whom he was indebted for his restoration to 
health ? 

14. When Jesus met;^him in the temple, what 
did he say to him ? 

* **It has been inferred from these words, that only the 
first indiTidual who entered the water after the spring oom- 
menced flowing could be cored, either on account of its situa^ 
tion, or the quickness with which its healings medicinal qualities 
were exhausted.*' 
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15, 16. Why did tlie Jews seek to persecute 
Jesus ? * 

Did not many of the Pharisees pride themselves 
upon their strictness in keeping the sabbath ? 

Were the Jews permitted to do a»y work on 
the sabbath? Lev. xxiii. 3. Jer. xvii. 21, 22. 

Will you repeat the fourth commandment? 
Exod. XX. 8 — 11. 

Does not Jesus teach that it is always lawful 
to perform acts of kindi^ess and of love ? 

What is the true and best use to be made of 
the sabbath ? 

17. What defence did Jesus make before the 
Sanhedrim to the charge brought against him ? 

18. Did not the Jews misinterpret his words? 
19 — 21. From whom did' Jesus say that he 

derived all his power ? 

22, 23. To whom has the Father committed 
all judgment? Rom. xiv. 10. 

24. What does Jesus say of those who hear 
his words ? 

What do you understand by the phrase " but 
is passed from death unto life " ? 

25 — 27. What hour does Jesus say to them 
** is coming, and even now is " ? 

What is the meaning of these words ? 
^Ans. That the hour had come when the dead in 
trespasses and sins, the spiritually dead, should 



* It is supposed by many that this verse should be ren- 
dered, " Therefore did the Jews prosecute Jesus, because he had 
done these things on the sabbath-day." He was brought 
before the ooun<S of the Sanhedrim, to answer to the charge 
of profaning thelukbbath; and tiie remainder of the chapter 
coDfliBtii^of £t8 defence before this tribunal. 
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be reclaimed to yirtue and a new life, throngli the 
divine influence of Hs life and teachings. 

28, 29. In what solemn words does he speak 
of the resurrection of the dead, and a future re- 
tribution *!* Matt. xvi. 27. 

What language does the Apostle Paul use 
with reference to a just retribution hereafter 1 
2 Cor. V. 10^ Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

What was -the sublime yidon of the last judg- 
ment seen by Johni Rev. xx. 12, 13. 

Knowing this great truth, with what feelings 
should we endeavor to meet the lesser tempta- 
tions and duties of each day ? 

Are we not often more apt to fail in these 
than in such as appear to us great 1 

Have you formed the habit of daily self-exa- 
mination, knowing that for all these things we 
are to render an account 1 

30. What does Jesus again say of his depen- 
dence upon the Father 1 

31 — 35. To whom does he refer as bearing 
witness to the truth of his teachings and mission! 

36 — 40. What greater witness had he than 
even that of John ? * ' 

* The following is perhaps a better rendering of this pas- 
sage : *' But I have testimony greater tium that of John ; for 
the works which the Father Iwktti given me to finish, these very 
works which I am doing bear testimony concerning me, that 
the Father hath sent me. And the FaUier who sent me hath 
himself borne testimony concerning me. Have ye never heard 
his voice, nor seen his appearance 1 and have ye not his word 
abiding among yon 1 — that ye believe not on him whom he 
hath sent ! Ye search the Scriptnres, beoanse in them ye think 
ye have everlasting life, and it is they which bear testimony 
eoneemingme; and yet ye are not willing to oome to me, that 
ye may have life." 
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41, 42. Did he receive honor or glory from 
men? 

43, 44. In whose name did he come 1 
45^ — 47. If the Jews had really believed in the 
writings of Moses, would they not have believed 
in Jesus 1 

What is the meaning of this passage 1 
Ans, Jesfus says : " I appear not before the 
Father as your accuser; but Moses — he whom 
you regard with so much reverence, as your 
greatest lawgiver — ^ is your accuser, for he 
wrote concerning me ; and, had you believed his 
writings, you would also have had faith in me." 
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tkx walk tbsough tkb ooxx-pixlds. 

Matihev XTT. 

To what place did Jesus go after he left Jeru- 
salem? Liike iv. 14, 15. 

1. What happened on the sabbath-day 1 
What kind of com is here meant ? 

Ans. Probably barley or wheat, as Indian 
com was unknown until modem times, and all 
kinds of grain were formerly called com. The 
heads of grain were rubbed in the hands for the 
purpose of shelling out the kernels. 

Was it lawful for the disciples to pluck the 
grain, as they passed through thd field^ ? Deut. 
xxiii. 25. 

2. What did the Pharisees say when they saw 
them so doing 1 

Did they not regard every kind of labor on 
6 



62 LB880N X7I. — MATTHEW XII. 

the sabbatH as unlawful? Exod. xxxv. 2, 8. 
Num. XV. 32 — 36. 

3 — 5. What reply did Jesus make to them 1 

What was the show-bread 1 

Ans, The show or shown-bread consisted of 
twelve loaves, which were placed in the sanc- 
tuary every sabbath, as an emblem of the offer- 
ing of the twelve tribes ; at the same time the 
old bread was removed, to be eaten by the 
priests alone. Exod. xxv. 23 — 30. Lev. xxix. 
5 — 9. Num. iv. 7. 

What was the form of these loaves 1 

Ans, They were quite large, and square, cov- 
ered with leaves of gold, and were placed upon 
the altar in two piles of six each.* 

What is the meaning of the fifth verse 1 

Ans. That the labor of the priests on the sab- 
bath, in slaying and preparing the victims for 
sacrifice, was as great as on other days ; yet they 
were blameless, because they acted in accordance 
with the law of Moses. 

6 — 8. What further remarks did Jesus make 
to the Pharisees ? 

What did he pronounce better than mere sac- 
rifice ? 1 Sam. XV. 22. Hos. vi. 6. 

What remarks did he make with regard to the 
sabbath ? Mark ii. 27, 28. 

What do you understand by these words ? 

Will you give some account of the act of Da- 
vid, alluded to in the third and fourth verses t 
1 Sam. xxi. 1 — 6. 

What was the chief cause of Saul's enmity 
against David? 1 Sam. xviii. 5 — 16. 
* See «Eob]n80ii*8 Calmet," page 209. 
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Did Saul ever seek David's life ? 1 Sam. xix. 
8—11. 

Will you relate the manner of his escape from 
Saul ? 1 Sam. xx. 

How did David repay the evil designs of 
Saul ? 1 Sam. xxiv. — xxvi. 

Will you refer to some of the Psalms of David 
supposed to have been written about this time 1 
Ps. XXXV. ; Iv. — ^Ivii. ; lix. 

Will you give an account of Saul's death? 
1 Sam. xxxi. 

What were the feelings of David in hearing of 
the death of Saul and of Jonathan 1 2 Sam. i. 

Who succeeded Saul in the government of Is- 
rael ? 2 Sam. V. 1—8. 

How many years did David reign 1 2 Sam. 
V, 4, 5. 
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chbist &ejectbd at nazabeth. 
Luke IY. 

16. To what place did Jesus go on the next 
sabbath ? 

What lesson may we learn from our Saviour's 
custom of attending the worship of the syna- 
gogue every sabbath 1 

At what period did the Jews erect synagogues 
for the purpose of public worship 7 

Ans. Not until after the Babylonish captivity ;- 
as, previously to that time, they seem to have 
held their social meetings for religious worship, 
either in the open air, or in the houses of the 
jMTophets. 
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Will you give some description of the manner 
of building the synagogues, and of the usual 
form of service 1 * 

17. What book was given Jesus to read 1 
Who probably requested him so to do ? 
Ans. The ruler of the synagogue ; who was 

accustomed to call upon different individuals, ca- 
pable of the duty, to take part in the exercises. 

Was this book printed or written ? 

Ans, It was written, as the art of printing 
was not invented until the year 1436. 

Were the books of the ancients like those we 
now use t 

Ans, They were not; but were written on 
long strips of parchment or vellum, having a 
round stick at each end, around which they were 
rolled up. Hence the word volume, from the 
Latin volumen^ a thing rolled up. 

Was the whole of the Bible commonly made 
into one roll or volume 1 

Ans, It was not ; but the separate books were 
written on different rolls of parchment. And, 
as it was the custom to read through the Scrip- 
tures once every year, certain portions were 
allotted to each sabbath. When a person read 
the book, he unrolled it as he went on, and 
wound it up again on another roller. Whoever, 
therefore, was appointed to read the law, found 
the place without difficulty, by merely opening 
the roll. 

18, 19. What passage of the sacred writings 
did Jesus read ? Isa. Ixi. 1 — 3. 

♦ See «« Robinson's Calmet," page 871 ; Ware's « Life of 
the Saviour," ohap. viii. ; *< Jahn's .AjohaBology," sect. 344, 345. 
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What is meant by " the acceptable year of 
the Lord " ? 

Ans. Reference is here made to the year of 
Jubilee, when all debts were cancelled, estates 
restored to their former owners, and slaves 
emancipated. Jesus came to bring spiritual 
freedom and redemption to man, and thus to 
proclaim a spiritual Jubilee to the world. 

How often did the year of Jubilee occur 1 
Lev. XXV. 10. 

Will you give some account of it ? Lev. 
XXV. 8—17, 25—34, 39—55. 

Was not every seventh year also regarded as 
sacred 1 * £xod. xxiii. 10, 11. Lev. xxv. 1 — 
7; 18 — 22. Deut. xv. 15. 

20. To whom did Jesus give the book when 
he had finished reading 1 

Who was the minister 1 

Ans. He was a servant or attendant, who kept 
the sacred books, and brought them forward 
when they were wanted. 

21. What did Jesus say to the people who 
were present 1 

22. What effect did his words produce upon 
his hearers 1 

Why were they offended 1 Matt. xiii. 54 — 
57. 

23 — 27. When Jesus perceived their feel- 
ings, in what language did he address them 1 

28, 29. What did the people do when they 
heard these words ? 

30. Did Jesus escape their evil designs 1 

What account can you give of the famine 
* See « Home's Introdnetion,*' vol. i. page 160. 
6* 



66 LB880M XTIU. — JOHN TU. 

alluded to by oar Saviour, and of the woman 
of Sarepta ? 1 Kings xvii. 

Where was Sarepta ? 

An9i. It was a city in Phoenicia, on the Me- 
diterranean Sea, midway between Tyre and 
Sidon. The more ancient name of the place 
was Zarephath. 

Have we accounts in the Scriptures of any 
famines that occurred earlier than this period ? 
Oen. xii. 10 ; xxvi. 1 ; xli. — xlv. 

Will you relate the history of Naaman the 
Syrian 1 2 Kings v. 

Can you give some account of the disease 
called leprosy ? * Refer to Lev. xiii. ; xiv. 



SECTION IV. 
TrafuaeUons connected with the Feaet of Tabernacles, 



LESSON xvm. 

JBSVa GOBS TO JB&USAIiEM AB0T7T THE KTDDLB OF THB 
PBA8T. — T&ANBACmONB DXTBINO THS FRA8T. 

John Vn. 

2. Which of the three great Jewish festivals 
was near at hand 1 

At what season of the year was it held 1 

Ans. In September or October ; and it lasted 
eight days. 

What was it designed to commemorate ? 

* See »Oalmet,'> page 614; « Jahn'i Ax^bmAogy," aeot. 
188, 180. 
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Ana. The period when the Israelites, afber 
escaping from Egyptian slavery, dwelt in tents 
or tabernacles, during their sojonrn in the wil- 
derness of Arabia. 

By what other name was it also called ? 

Ans. The Feast of Ingathering. It was a 
season of joyful thanksgiving ; for the fruits of 
the second harvest were then gathered in, and 
formed a part of the sacrifices offered on iiie 
occasion. Exod. xxiii. 16; xxxiv. 22. 

Where did the people dwell during this feast 1 

Ans. In arbors or tents, made of the boughs 
of trees, and arranged throughout the streets of 
Jerusalem, and on the flat roo£s of the houses ; 
thus giving the city the appearance of one vast 
wilderness of green. It was considered the 
most magnificent of the three great festivals. 

What further account can you give of this 
feast 1 Lev. xxiii. 39-—43. Deut. xvi. IS— ^15. 
Neh. viii. 18—18. 

What was the last day of the feast sometimes 
called ? 

Ans. On the first day, the people gathered 
branches of willow and palm trees, and went in 
procession to the temple, and encompassed the 
altar of burnt-offerings, singing songs, and 
crying ^ Hosanna ! " Hence tikese branches 
were called " Hosanna ; " and the last day was 
called the ''Great Hosanna," because on that 
day the ceremony was performed seven times. 

What other ceremonies were also observed on 
the last day 1 

Ans. A golden vessel, filled with water from 
the fountain of Siloam, was brought into the 
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temple by one of the officiating priests; the 
bearer chanting the words, *' With joy we draw 
water from the well of salvation." These 
words, and the remainder of the twelfth chap- 
ter of Isaiah, were then sung by the assembled 
multitude. The water was then mingled with 
wine, and brought to the altar, where it was 
poured upon the evening sacrifice, in commemo- 
ration of the miraculous relief of the Israelites 
when they thirsted in the wilderness. £xod. 
zvii. It was also accompanied with prayer 
for a supply of rain in the approaching seed- 
time. 

Where was the fountain of Siloam 1 

Ans. It was near the walls of Jerusalem, 
between the city and the brook Kedron. 

3, 4. What did the brethren of Jesus desire 
him to do at this time ? * 

5. Did they believe in him as the promised 
Messiah ? 

Were they afterwards niunbered among his 
disciples ? Acts i. 14. 

6 — 9. What reply did Jesus make to them ? 

10. Did he at length go up to the feast 1 

Why do you suppose that he went in secret ? 

* Aboat tliu time, Herod imprlBoned John the Baptist in 
the fortress of MachsBrus, near tiie Dead Sea, where the 
tetraroh resided when in Perea. It was now September: 
the three preceding months of Jnne, July, and August, the 
period of the most intense summer heat in Palestine, had been 
passed by our Saviour in Galilee in comparative retirement, 
llie relatives of Jesus began to be tired of his unostentatious 
life, and quiet labors of love ; and urged him, if he wished to 
do any tidng great, or to gain new adherents, to go up to the 
hol^y city, and publicly show forth his power, and advocate his 
olauns, as the long-expected deliverer of Israel. 
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11 — 13. Did the Jews expect to see Him at 
Jerusalem 1 * 

15. How were the Jews affected in listening 
to the teachiil^s of Jesus in the temple t 

16, 17. What did he say of his doctrine t 

18. What other test did he propose of the 
truth of his claims ? 

19. In what words did he reprove them for 
their disohedience to the law ? 

20. What did the people say in reply ? 

21 — 23. In what language did he continue 
to address themtf Gen. xvii. 10 — 12. 

24. What rule does he give with regard to 
the judgment of others 1 

25 — 27. Did the people suppose Jesus to be 
indeed the Christ ? 

28, 29. What reply did he make to their 
words 1 

30. Did the people seek to take him ? 

31. Did any of them believe on himi 

32. Were the Pharisees desirous of taking 
him? 

33. 34. What did Jesus say to the officers 
sent to apprehend 'him ? 

What did he mean by these words ? 

. * " The Jew" often denotea, in tiiifl Gospel, the leading men. 
** And there was mnch mnrmiiring.*' " This refers rather to 
the manner than to the matter of the conyersation, and repre- 
sents the people as talking and inquiring in a low, marmaring 
sound ; whispering, in contrast with speaking openly, as in 
verse 13." 

t <* I have done one work," — referring to the healing of 
the infirm man at the pool of Bethesda on the sabhath, during 
the Feast of Pentecost, which occurred in the month of May. 
Jesus had probably not visited Jerusalem since that period. 
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35, 36. Did the Jews understand his mean- 
ing? 

37 — 39. What did Jesus say in the last great 
day of the feast 1 * * 

Is not this invitation given to all 1 Eev. xxii. 
17. 

40 — 44. What were the feelings of the people 
toward Jesus, after listening to his teachings 1 
Isa. xi. 1. Micah V. 2. 

45. What did the Pharisees say to the officers 
on their return 1 

46. What emphatic reply did they make 1 

47 — 49. Were the Pharisees willing to be 
convinced of their error ? 

50, 51. What did Nicodemus say in favor of 
the claims of Jesus ? 

Might not the remembrance of his interview 
with Jesus by night, some months previously, 
have emboldened Nicodemus to speak this word 
in his behalf, even in the council of the Sanhe- 
drim? 

What was the law of Moses with regard to 
" judging/' to which he here alludes ? Exod. 
xxiii. 1. Deut. i. 16, 17; xix. 15. 

52. What did the Pharisees say to Nico- 
demus ? 

53. Where did the multitude go upon dis- 
persing ? 

To what place did Jesus retire 1 John viii. 1. 

♦ These words were probably spoken during some interval 
in the serrioe, when the water from the pool of Siloam was 
poured out upon the altar. 
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THE 'VOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTBBY BBOUGHT BB90BB 
JESUS. — HIS CONYBBSATION WITH THE JEWS ON THE 
DAY AFTER THE FESTIYAL. 

John Vm. 

2. When Jesus went into the temple on the 
next morning, how was he occupied ? 

3. Whom did the Scrihes and Pharisees bring 
before him 1 

4 — 6. For what purpose did they bring the 
woman ? 

Did Jesus take any notice of their accusation ? 

What was the law of Moses with regard to 
this sin 1 Lev. xx. 10. Deut. xx. 22. 

7, 8. What striking rebuke did he give them 1 
Befer to Deut. xvii. 7. ' 

9. What was the effect of his words ? 

10, 11. What did Jesus then say to the wo- 
man? 

' May we not, from this striking incident, learn 
a lesson of forbearance and charity toward 
others 1 

Should we not always endeavor to judge 
kindly of the motives and conduct of others ? 

What does our Saviour teach us upon this 
subject? Matt. vii. 1 — 6. 

What does Paul say of charity, or love to 
others 1 1 Cor. xiii. 4 — 7. 

In what words does the Apostle John speak 
of the love we ought to have one toward an- 
other 1 1 John iv. 7 — 11. 
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12. After this occurrence, what did Jesus say 
to the people who were gathered around him ? 

Why did he compare himself to the light 1 
Ans. As it was now the early morning, the 
rising sun had just begun to gild with its beams 
the towers of the holy city. Jesus came into 
the world as a centre and source of spiritual 
light, to dispel the shades of sin and death. 

1 3. What did the Pharisees say to him ? 

By the law of Moses, how many persons 
were required to bear witness to the tiruth of 
any accusation? Deut. xvii. 16. 

14 — 19. What did Jesus reply ? 

20. Where was he when he spoke . t)\ese 
words] 

In what part of the temple was the treasury ? 

Ans. It was an apartment in the court of the 
women» containing the chests into which the 
Jews cast their offerings. See Mark xii. 41<-— 44. 

29. Through whose power did Jesus teach 
loid perform his wonderful works 1 

30. Did any of the people believe on him 1 

31. 32. What is the only true test of disci- 
pleshipl John xy. 10. 

• What is the meaning of the words, *'The 
truth shall make you firee ** 1 

Au$^ That the truth of Christ received into 
the heart would £ree them from the power and 
servitude of sin ; for Jesus afterwards said, 
** Whosoever committeth sin is the servant or 
slave of sin ; " and then added, *' If the Son 
ihall n^ake you free, ye shall be free indeed." 

69. How did most of the people receive, the 
wprds qf Jesus 7 
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THE CUBE OF- THE KAN BLIND FROM HIB BXBTH. 

JOHV IX. 

1. As Jesus passed by, after escaping from 
tke angry multitude, whom did be see 1 

2. What question did bis disciples ask bim t 
What opinion current among the Jews is 

here referred to 7 

Ans, They believed that every evil or calami- 
ty was the effect of some sin, and that many 
who suffered in this world had sinned in some 
pre-existent state; for the belief in the trans- 
migration of souls was prevalent among the Jews, 
as well as among other oriental nations. 

What far higher view of the beneficent influ- 
ence of suffering and sorrow did Jesus impart 
to his followers? See 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. Heb. 
xiiw 5, 6. 

3 — 5. What reply did he make to the ques- 
tion of his disciples 1 

6. What did he then do to the blind man ? * 

7. What did he command him to do ? 
What followed this act ? 

^ Will you give some description of the eye tf 

* " This aet ooimeoted the miraole Tuibly and senaibly with 
the agent, and conveyed to the blind man^ though he could* 
not see, an assuranee that Jesus perf(»tned the cure. It was 
one of the ttadittonal rules of the Jewish doetors or teachers^ 
that spittle should not be put upon or into the eyes of a blind 
man on the sabbath-day. Our Saviour used both day and 
spittle to show his divine authority, and thus set aside their 
fidyolons traditions." 

t See « Paley's Natural Theology," ohiap. mi 
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Wliat is its form ? How is it kept constantly 
moist t 

What is the retina ? Of what use are the 
eyelashes 1 

How does the human eye differ from that of 
birds or quadrupeds ? 

Can persons bom blind be taught to read, or 
to do any kind of manual labor 1 

Were asylums for the blind, sick, or insane 
ever known before the time of our Saviour.? 

8 — 10. When the neighbors and acquaint- 
ances of the blind man saw that he was cured, 
what did they say to him 1 

11, 12. What did he reply 1 

13. Before whom did they bring him 1 

Ans. Before the Pharisees, or rather before 
the council or Sanhedrim. 

14. On what day was this cure performed 1 * 

16. What did some of the Pharisees say of 
Jesus, because he had done this miracle on the 
sabbath ? 

17. What did the man say of hiin 1 

18. What means did the Jews take to con- 
vince themselves of the truth of his words 1 

19. What question did they ask his pa- 
rents ? 

20. 21. What reply did they make ? 
When was a Jew considered of age ? 

Ana. At the age of thirteen, a person was 
considered competent to give testimony as to 
luatters of fact. 

* By the law, the eighth day of the Feast of Taheinaeles 
J^ appointed to be oheerred a8 a sabbath, as was also Uie 
■VBt. Ley. Txiii. 36, 36, 39. 
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22, 23. Why did they not give a direct an- 
swer to the question of the council t 

In what did the punishment of excommuni- 
cation, here referred to, consist ? 

Ans, There were three degrees of excommu- 
nication used among the Jews. The first 
implied the suspension of intercourse with all 
Jews whatever, even with one's own family. A 
person thus excommunicated was not allowed 
to approach another nearer than at a distance of 
four cubits. The separation continued thirty 
days ; and, in case the individual did not re- 
pent, the sentence could be renewed, even when 
the transgression was but slight. 

The second degree of excommunication was 
denominated ^* the curse." It was pronounced 
in the presence of ten men, and so thoroughly 
excluded the guilty person from a}l communion 
whatever with his countrymen, that they were 
not allowed to sell him any thing, even the neces- 
saries of life. 

The third was a solemn, absolute, and final 
exclusion from all intercourse and communion 
with any other individuals of the nation, and an 
abandonment of the cnriminal to the retribution 
of the divine justice. This last degree of 
punishment is denoted by the phraseology used 
in 1 Cor. v. 5, and 1 Tim. i. 20. Each degree, 
of course, involved an entire exclusion from the 
worship of the synagogue. 

24. What did the Pharisees say to the man, 
when they had again called him 1 

25. Did be still persist in his former state- 
ment ? 
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26. Why do you suppose that they requested 
him again to repeat his story ? 

27. What reply did he make ? 

28. 29. How did they receive his words ? 

30 — 3d. In what language did he continue to 
address them t 

34. What did they reply to his arguments 1 

35. When Jesus found the man, after the 
Pharisees had cast him out, what did he say to 
him! 

36. Did the man know who Jesus was ? * 

37. In what words did Jesus reveal himself to 
him? 

38. Did the man helieve in him ? 

39. In what language did he address the 
Pharisees who had gathered around him, as he 
talked with the man 1 

40. What did they reply 1 

41. What did Jesus say of the hlindness of 
their minds ? 

What do you understand hy spiritual blind- 
ness 1 

Is it not &r more to he feared than the mere 
blindness of the bodily eye 1 

Will not Qod impart spiritual light, through 
Christ, to all who sincerely seek for truth and 
guidance 7 

* "As the man did i\ot receive his sight until he had 
washed in the pool of Siloam, he had not seen Jesus, nor, as it 
i^pears, heard his disoourses, but was oonvinoed simply bj 
his own oore, of his just cladms, as a teadier of divine aa- 
thority." 
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LESSON XXI. 

CUBISTy THE GOOl) 8UEPHEAD. 

John X. 

Jesus, in continuing his discourse with the 
people, compares himself to the good shepherd : 
why do you suppose that he used this figurative 
language 1 

Ans. Douhtless, in order more fully to attract 
the attention of the people ; and as he was pro- 
bably near the temple where many sheep were 
kept, to be used for sacrifice at the time of the 
festival, he drew his imagery, as was so often 
his wont, from the objector immediately around 
him. 

I. What does Jesus say of him who enters 
not by the door into the sheepfold t 

2 — 6. Who is the true shepherd of the sheep ? 

6. Did the people understand these words ? 

7 — 10. How did Jesus explain his true mean- 
ing ? 

What did he mean by calling himself the' 
" door of the sheep " ? 

Ans. That tho^e who truly believed in him, 
and followed his teachings and example, would 
find salvation from sin, and eternal life. 

II. What does he say of the good shepherd ? 
12, 13. What of the hireling ? 

15. How, or in what manner, did Jesus say 
that he knew the Father 1 

What did he mean by saying that he had other ' 
sheep that were not of that fold 1 

Ans. He referred to all those persons of every 
7* 
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nation, besides the Jews, who, on hearing the 
truths of his gospel, should believe in him and 
obey him. 

17, 18. Why does Jesas say that the Father 
loves him ? 

What does the Apostle John say of the loye 
of God as manifested in the life and death of 
Christ 1 1 John iy. 9, 10. 

19 — ^21. How were these words received by 
the Jews ? 

Will you repeat the twenty-third Psalm, writ- 
ten by King David, commencing with those 
beautiful words, *'*' The Lord is my shepherd, I 
shall not want " ? 

Why do you suppose that the narrative of the 
life of Jesus thus £sur is found almost exclusively 
in the Gospel of John ; or why were not more of 
the events which transpired between the time of 
the Temptation and the Feast of Tabernacles re- 
corded by the other evangelists 1 

An^. John was attached to our Saviour from 
the first. He probably accompanied him on his 
visits to Jerusalem at the several festivals^ and 
was an eye-witness of what occurred during those 
visits. Matthew was called lat^r ; and he there- 
fore, (as well as Mark and Luke to whose in- 
formants the same remark is applicable,) relates 
little till after the appointment of the twelve 
apostles, because until about that time he was 
not an eye-witness. During the festivals, John 
was in his Master's company ; but in the intervals 
he returned to his employment on the Lake of 
Galilee, and did not become a constant companion 
of Jesus, until some time after the Feast cdf Tab- 
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emaeles. He therefore confines himself to what 
occurred at the festivals, as the other erangelists, 
who wrote their Gospels seyeral years before he 
did, had related all else that was important, and 
it was apparently his plan to tell chiefly what 
they had omitted. We -may also suppose, that, 
as they had narrated Christ's ministry in the 
proyinces, it was a part of John's plan to record 
his ministry in the city and neighborhood of 
Jerusalem. 



SECTION V. 

CkrUi*9 PubUe Preochmg in GaUie^ m <^ Iwtmrwd 
between the Feast of Tabernades and that of the Dedi' 
cation^ until the Miasian of the Ttoeioem 



LESSON XXII. 

on ^zabino 07 the dipbxbonmbmt op the baptist,* 
obbist fboolaiiib the appboaoh op the kinodox op 
heaven.— he calls petbb, andrew, james, and jfohn. 

Matthew IV. 

Why did Herod place John the Baptist in 
pison 1 Mark vi. 17 — 20. 

* « The impriMiiment of John the Baptist, whioh seems to 
h«?e oeeaned shortly before the Peast of Tabemaoles, ap- 
pears to have been the signal for that grand series of miracles 
and public instmotlons which took place in Galilee before the 
mission of the twelve. Bverjr thing was favorable for this 
absaet, bat most momentous and incessantly occupied period. 
The war in which Herod was engaged with his ftither-in-Iaw 
Aretas kept the tetraroh away firom the Galilean portion of 
his dominion. Xhis. labors of the husbandmaa had oome to 
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12, 13. To what place did Jesus go, when he 
heard of John's imprisonment? 

14 — 16. To what prophecy does the evange- 
list refer, as being thus fulfilled ? Isa. ix. 1, 2. 

Who were Zebulon and Naphtali, from whom 
this portion of the country deriyed its name ? 
Gen. xlix. 13 — 21. Josh. xix. 10 — 16, 32 — 39. 

Why was it called " Galilee of the Gentiles " ? 

Ans. Galilee was divided into two parts, upper 
and lower. Upper Galilee was inhabited in part 
by a foreign and mixed population ; hence its 
designation, Galilee of the Gentiles. Solomon 
gave to Hiram, king of Tyre, twenty cities in the 
land of Canaan, in consideration of services ren- 
dered by him in building the temple at Jerusa- 
lem. These cities were in the neighborhood of 
Tyre and Sidon, and were peopled in great part 
by Phoenicians, Egyptians, and Arabians. 1 
Kings ix. 10—13. 

their annual termination; the weather was settled; the air 
was temperate; and the oircnmstanoes at the Tabernacles had 
strengthened all the expectations of the people of Galilee, that 
the time was at hand. Being under a separate goremmenty 
and remote from the strongest influences of the chief priesttf 
and Pharisees, they were more at liberty to listen to the 
awakening declaration, < The kingdom of Hearen drawetii 
near.* JJter his sojourn in the desert, Jesus had reoeired 
several disciples of John as his followers, who afterwards 
became his constant attendants, and subsequently his apostles; 
but, until the present period, it is probable that they followed 
their usual occupation at the lake. When now the time had 
come for the public demonstrfhtion of power and authority, 
our Lord, on arriving in Galilee, first called Peter and John, 
and their brothers, to attend his subsequent course.*' 

The district now traversed by Jesus in his ministry of mer^, 
though extremely populous, did not extend much more than 
twenty miles in each direction. For the description of this 
region* mo « Owpenter's Huinony," Biiwrtnfeion III. 
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When and by whom was the diyision of the 
land of Canaan made among the twelve tribes 
of Israel ? Josh. xiv. 1 — 5. 

Were the descendants of Levi permitted to 
inherit an equal portion with the other tribes I 
Josh. xiii. 33. 

17. What constituted the subject of the 
preaching of Jesus at this time 1 

18. Whom did Jesus see, as he walked by the 
Sea of Galilee'? 

By what other names was this sea sometimes 
called? 

Ans. The Sea of Tiberias, and the Lake of 
Gennesareth. It is about sixteen miles in length, 
and six in breadth. It is situated among high, 
steep hills, and is therefore subject to sudden 
and severe gusts of wind. Its waters are pure 
and sweet, and abound in fish.* 

What is the meaning of the word Peter? 
John i. 42. 

Ans. It is the same as Cephas in Syriac, and 
signifies a Rock. 

Were Peter and Andrew acquainted with 
Jesus, previously to this time ? John i. 35-— 
42. 

What was their occupation ? 

19. What did Jesus say to them ? 

20. Did they accept his invitation ? 

21. What two brethren did they meet soon 
after, engaged in the sam^ business ? 

22. Did they also follow Jesus ? 
What kind of nets is here referred to ? 
Ans. Simply, small casting-nets, unlike that 

* Sm •< OurfMiiter's Haniioiiy," IMh. HI. teot. iv. 



82 LE8S0N XXUI. — HABK I. 

referred to in verse 18, which was a seine, or 
large drag-net. 

What title is often given to James 1 

Ans. He is called "James the Elder" or 
" Greater,'' to distinguish him from " James,'' 
called "the Less." 

What lesson may we learn from the readiness 
of these early disciples to leave all, at the com- 
mand of one whom they regarded as a divine 
messenger 1 % 

Does it not add interest to their lives to 
know that they were united by the ties of rela- 
tionship and brotherhood, no less than by the 
higher bonds of a spiritual fSaith and hope 1 



LESSON xxni. 

ON THE NEXT SABBATH, CHBIST HBAL8 THE DEMONIAC IK 

THE 8TNAOOOUB OF CAFBBNAUM. — OTHEB MIBACI4BS 

OF HEALINQ. 

Mabk I. 

21. To what place did Jesus go, after calling 
his four disciples 1 

How was he engaged on the sabbath 1 

22. How were the people affected by his 
teachings ? 

23 — 26. What miracle did he perform while 
in the synagogue ? 

What is the meaning of a man "with an 
unclean spirit " 1 

Ans. Simply a person who was insane or 
deranged. Jesus and his apostles used the 
popular language of the times in reference to 
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this disease ; for the Jews, not understanding its 
nature, regarded persons who had lost their rea- 
son, or whose intellect was in any way impaired, 
as possessed hy demons, or the departed spirits 
of wicked men. 

27, 28. When the people witnessed this 
wonderful act, what did they say among them- 
selves 1 

29. Upon leaving the synagogue, where did 
Jesus go 1 

Who accompanied him 1 

30, 31. What new miracle of healing did he 
perform? 

32, 33. Whom did the people hring to Jesus 
at evening ? 

Why did they wait until the sun was set ? 

Ans. The Jewish day ended at sunset ; and 
accordingly, after that hour, they would not he 
guilty of violating the sabbath by bringing the 
sick. 

34. Did he heal them of their various dis- 
eases ? 

Must not the thought of the happiness im- 
parted to so many faxnilies on this sabbath-day, 
and the use of hiif miraculous powers solely for 
the benefit of others, have added to the peace 
and joy even of our Saviour's heart ? 

Have you not the power of knowing something 
of this inward happiness, through the faithful 
use of such opportunities of kindness as occur 
every day 1 
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LESSON xxrv. 

ON THB DAT AFTEK THE SABBATH, JEBUB BEOmS RI8 
pnUST PBOOBE88 THROUGH GALILBB. — THB MntACU- 
LOUS DBAUOHT OF FISHES. 

Mabk I. Luke Y. 

Mark i. 35. How did Jesus pass the early 
morning hours after the sabbath t 

If his pure spirit sought strength in prayer^ 
and thirsted for communion with God, what les- 
son may we learn from his example in deyotion? 

Is it your constant habit to seek the blessing 
of God, before entering upon the duties of each 
day? 

36. Who followed Jesus to his place of retire- 
ment ? 

37. What did they say to him 1 

38. What reply did he make 1 

39. How was his time occupied 1 

Luke V. 1. Were the people still desirous of 

listening to his teachings ? 

Where is the Lake of Gennesareth 1 

2, 3. What means did Jesus take that he 

might address the multitude with greater ease 1 

4. When he had finished speakmg» what did 
he say to Simon 1 

5. What reply did Simon make 1 

Do not these words show his readiness to 
obey the commands of Jesus, and his confideace 
in his words ? 

6. 7. What followed this act 1 

8, 9. How^was Peter affected, when he saw 
the multitude of fishes that they had taken ? 
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10. Who were his partners in labor on this 
memorable night 1 

What kind words did Jesus addresid to them ? 

1 1 . When they had brought their ship to land, 
what did they do 1 

What words of encouragement and promise 
did Jesus afterwards address to those who had 
left all to follow him ? Luke xviii. 29, 30. 

Had these early disciples at this time a true 
idea of the nature of Christ's kingdom? 

When the fame of his miracles had spread 
throughout the country, did he still continue 
His acts of mercy ? Matt. iv. 24. 

- From what different regions were the multi- 
tude collected 1 Matt. iv. 25. 



LESSON XXY. 

thb 8ebm0n on the mount. 
Matthew V. 

1 . Where did Jesus go in order to addiess the 
multitude that surrounded him ? 

Where was this mountain 1 

Ans, Its exact location is not now known ; 
but it was probably some well-known mountain 
or hill in the vicinity of Capernaum. 

Why are the first twelve yerses of this chapter 
sometimes called the ^' Beatitudes " 1 

AuB. Because each of them begins with the 
word '* blessed," or happy, the Latin for which 
is heatua. 

3. What blessing does Jesus pronounce upon 
the poor in spirit ? 
8 
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What is tlie meaning of the phrase, ^* Theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven " 1 

Ans. That the humble-minded, — those who 
are conscious of their spiritual wants and needs, 
— are in a state of mind better fitting them for 
the enjoymeats and privUeges of the kingdom 
of heaven, than those who are self-satisfied and 
proud of their attainments. 

4. What does he say of those who mourn t 
What rich consolations does Jesus profier to 

those who are in any kind of sorrow, perplexity, 
or trouble ? Matt. xi. 28 — 30. John xv. 1,2; 
xvi. 33. 

5. What blessing is pronounced upon the 
meek? 

Who are the meek 7 

Ans. The mild, amiable, and conciliating. It 
is one of the chief marks of greatness in our Sa- 
viour's character, that he combined those traits 
so often deemed opposite, energy and gentleness, 
intrepidity and lowliness of mind. 

What do you understand by the phrase, " For 
they shall inherit the earth, or the land*' ? 

Ans. In the early patriarchal times, the Jews 
looked upon the possession of the land of Ca- 
naan as the highest of all blessings. Gen. xv. 5 
— 7. Exod. xxxii. 18. From this state of mind 
grew up a proverbial expression, ''to inherit 
the earth, or to possess the land ; " meaning, as 
its derivation shows, to obtain the greatest 
blessings, or to acquire the highest good. The 
expression is elsewhere found coupled with 
moral traits. See Ps. xzxvii. 9 — 11. Isa. Ix. 
18—21. 
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6. What blessing does Jesus pronounce upon 
those who hunger and thirst after righteousness? 

What assistance may we expect to receive, if 
we sincerely strive for goodness and holiness 1 
Luke xi. 13. 

7. What is said of the merciful 1 

If we do not show mercy to others, can we 
expect to receive it? Matt. vii. 1, 2. James 
ii. 13. 

8. What is said of the pure in heart ? * 

Do you strive to cultivate pure thoughts and 
feelings ? 

Does not the religion of Jesus differ from all 
other religions, in placing a control upon the 
thoughts and desires, in addition to rules for the 
mere outward life ? 

9. What blessing is pronounced upon the 
peace-makers ? 

Cannot you do something toward promoting 
the cause of peace ? 

10 — 12. What is said of those who are perse- 
cuted for righteousness' sake ? 

What do you understand by this phrase ? 

Ans. Those who are persecuted for their love 
and practice of goodness, for their religious opi- 
nions, or their devotion to duty. 

Does not the example of our Saviour confirm 
his words, and increase their significance and 
power? 1 Pet. ii. 21—23. 

Is it not far ^better to suffer for well-doing 
than for evil-doing? 1 Pet. ii. 19, 20; iii. 16, 
17; iv. 12—16. 

♦ See •* Idvennore's Commentariefl," vol. i. page 64. 
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Will you mention some of the prophets who 
were persecuted for their preaching, or for their 
fidelity to the truth 1 1 Kings xviii. 7 — 16; 
xix. 1 — 3. Jer. xx. 2; xxvi. 8 — 15; xxxii. 2; 
xxxvii. 11 — 21 ; xxxviii. 6. Dan. iii. — vi. 

13. To what does Jesus liken his disciples?* 

14, 15. To what else are Christians com- 
pared 1 

16. Why were they to let their light shine, 
or their good example appear, hefore men 1 

Will not the quiet, dally influence of a truly 
Christian spirit, in whatever sphere of life, dif- 
fuse light and happiness around it ? 

How is it that such a spirit glorifies the Fa- 
ther who is in heaven 1 

17, 18. For what purpose did Jesus come?f 
What is meant hy the Law and the Prophets? 
Ans, The Pentateuch, or the five hooks of 

Moses, were often called " the Law ; '' while the 
name of ** the Prophets " was applied to those 
hooks which the prophets had written, or to the 



* <*Cast oat, and trodden under foot of men." — ^*It is 
supposed by some, that allusion is here made to a bituminous 
salt, procured from the Bead Sea, which, as it had a fragrant 
odor, was sprinkled over the sacrifices in the Temple ; and, as 
it sometimes spoiled when laid up, by exposure to the sun and 
air, it was scattered over the Temple-pavements in wet wea* 
ther to prevent slipping. The illustration possesses great 
point, if the practice was observed in our Saviour's day." 

f ** The idea is, that not only the law in general was per- 
manent, but that even its least requisitions, and the spirit 
they breathed, were of eternal obligation. The eeremonial 
and judicial institutions of the Jews were intended, at the time 
they were made, to be only temporary; but the moral truths, 
the spiritual requisitions, of Judaism were not to be abolished, 
but only to be foUUled, oon^leted, by the *'—«-'»• " 
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coime of religious teaching which had succeeded 
the Mosaic legislation. 

19. Who is to be called the least, and who the 
greatest, in the kingdom of heaven ? 

20. Were the disciples of Christ to be satis- 
fied merely with the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees 1 

Who were the Scribes and Pharisees 1 See 
Lesson III. and V. 

21. 22. What will be the consequence of anger 
without cause 1 * 

Why is the expression Hell-fire, or the Ge- 
henna of fire, as it is sometimes translated, here 
used? 

Ans, " Gehenna is a word of Hebrew origin, 
sonifying the valley of Hinnom. It was situated 
near the city of Jerusalem, while the brook Ke- 
dron ran through it. Horrid sacrifices of the 
heathen god Moloch were performed in this val- 
ley. On this account, the place was afterwards 
held in such abhorrence, that it was made the 
common receptacle of the filth ^of the city. The 
carcasses of animals and the bodies of executed 
criminals were thrown into this place. Fires 
were kept constantly burning to consume these 
things, and to prevent the atmosphere from be- 
coming pestilential. Hence severe or disgraceful 
punishments, and the retributions of the future 
world, are in some places depicted by the figure 

* This paasi^ refers to three gradations of ponishment 
txnong the Jews: 1st, that which was inflioted by the Court of 
Seven Judges, established in every oitj ; 2d, the severer pnn- 
isbmentfl, snoh as exoonunnnioation, inflioted by the Sanhedrim ; 
and, 3d, the capital pomahments, after which the bodies of 
eriminalfl were burned in the valley of Hinnom. 
8* 
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of the Qehenna of fire, and the worms that were 
always to be found there/' In using this term, 
Jesus employed the current language of his day 
and nation ; and it seems to have been his design, 
in this and in other instances, to impress the 
minds of his hearers with the certainty of a 
righteous retribution upon the soul, f(»: erery 
form and degree of sin and evil. 

28, 24. When we have given cause of offence, 
what are we to do before we offer our gift upon 
the altar, or before we offer our prayers to 
God? 

What lesson may we learn from these words ? 
Mic. vi. 6 — 8. 

25, 26. When are we to agree with our ad- 
versary, or to become reconoled to those with 
whom we have any difference ? * 



LESSON XXVL 

■BBMON ON THE K0T7KT (cOfUtnued), 

Matthew V. 

When does Jesus say that a crime is already 
committed 1 

* These words probably had referenoe to the then ezSslttg 
law or eustom among the Jews, aooording to which the plain* 
tiff, or adversary, as it here translated, oould drag the offender 
wiUi his own hand before the ooort, without the formality ef a 
•ommons or writ. On the way, the offender had, however, u 
opportunity of settling the affiaiir, and of being set at libeilv* 
But, if the ease were brought before the judge, a fine would be 
imposed ; and, if unable to pay it, the prisoner would be held in 
oonflnement until the debt WBi4iiehaiged. 
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Atu. When we willingly indtdge a desire to 
commit it. 

Is not purity of thought and feeling the only 
sure safeguard for the young ? 

How are we to keep the heart pure t Prov. 
iv. 14, 16, 23. 

Have we any other directions given on this 
subject 1 Ps. xxxiv. 13, 14. Eph. iv. 29. 

29, 30. If your right eye or your right hand 
cause you to offend, what must you do 1 

What do you understand by these words 1 

Ans. That any loss or suffering is better than 
the loss of purity and holiness ; and that by self- 
denial, even though it be painful as the plucking 
out of an eye or the loss of a limb, the wrong 
desire must be repressed, the easily besetting sin 
subdued. 

31. What was the law of Moses with regard 
to divorce? Deut. xxiv. 1. 

Did not Jesus proclaim a far higher standard 
of morality ? 

33 — 36. What did he say with respect to 
swearing 1 

37. What should our communication be ? 

What is it to forswear one's self? Lev. xix. 
12. Num. XXX. 2. Deut. xxiii. 23. 

What does the Apostle James teach on this 
subject ? James v. 12. 

Which of the ten commandments inculcates 
this same principle 1 Exod. xx. 7. 

Is the use of all oaths here forbidden by our 
Saviour 1 ♦ 

• Sm « Livermon'f OommMitaries,'' vol. i. pp. 80, 81 ; alio 
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What is the usual form of a judicial oath. 1 

38. What was the law of retaliation under 
the Mosaic dispensation? . Lev. xxiv. 19, 20. 
Deut. xix. 21. 

39. What does Jesus teach on this suhject 1 
Can you mention any instances of his forbear- 
ance 1 

What does Paul teach on the same subject 1 
Rom. xii. 17—21. 

40. 41. What other directions does Jesus give 
relating to this subject 1 * 

What was the form of the coat or tunic usually 
worn by the Jews ? 

42. What direction does Jesus utter respect- 
ing giving and lending ? 

What is the true spirit inculcated by this j^re- 
cept ? Luke vi. 31 — 36. 

With what disposition should we always give 
to others ? 2 Cor. ix. 7. 

What is recorded in Acts xx. 35, as one of 
the sayings of our Lord ? 

How did Christ say that all men should know 
his disciples? John xiii. 35. 

What were some of the benevolent provisions 
of the law of Moses with regard to the poor ? 
Lev. xix. 9, 10. Deut. xv. 7 — 11. 



O] 



" Dymond's Essays on the Prinoiples of Morality," essay II. 
shap. yii. 

* ** Whosoerer shall compel thee to go a mile," &o. *< This 
language is taken from a Persian oustom. A courier, trarelling 
on the king's business, could lawfully impress into his service 
men, horses, or any yehicle, to accelerate his journey. No pei- 
ion could refuse with safety, howeyer ui^ent his own business 
or journey. The same custom preyailed under tJxe Aqouuii 
goyemors or tetrarofas.*' 
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43, 44. How are we to treat our enemies, or 
those who dislike or hate us 1 * 

45. Why should we do thus ? 

46, 47. Will it be sufficient for us to love only 
those who love us 1 

Who were the publicans ? See Lesson Y. 

What does the Apostle John say of the love 
which we should ever seek to cherish toward 
others? 1 John iii. 17, 18. 

Does it require any effort or self-denial to 
love our friends, or to show them acts of kind- 
ness 1 

48. Are we not to strive for perfection in the 
cultivation of every feeling of love and kindness 
toward others ? 

Is there not animation and pro^t in striving 
for the highest standard of goodness, though we 
may never reach it in this life ? 

What were St. Paul's feelings with regard to 
his attainments'! Phil. iii. 12 — 14. 



LESSON xxvn. 

BEBMON ON THE MOUNT (eotttinued)* — THE LOKD'S 

FEikTEB. 

Matthew VI. 

1. Against what motive must we guard in 
bestowing alms or doing any kind deed 1 

* "In this and the corresponding verses from the twenty- 
first, Jesns refers to the system of the Scribes and Pharisees. 
Thej either cited the precepts of Moses, and restrained or per- 
verted the application of them, or they added from their t^ra- 
ditions snoh as rendered the apirii of the law of none effect." 
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2. How did the hypocrites, of whom Jesus 
speaks, bestow their alms ? 

Whom did he mean by the hypocrites ? 
Aru, Many of the Scribes and Pharisees. 
Matt, xxiii. 13, 27, 28. 

3, 4. How are we directed to bestow our alms? 
Is not the inward happiness, derived from the 

consciousness of having performed an act of kind- 
ness toward a fellow-being, greater than that de- 
rived from the mere approval or praise of others ? 

5. How were many of the h3rpocrites accus- 
tomed to offer their prayers ? 

6. What does Jesus ^ect his disciple^ to do 1 
What is it to pray 7 

'What state of mind is requisite in order to 
render prayer acceptable to Godi John iv. 
23, 24. 

Are there not blessings and advantages result- 
ing from social worship, as well as from private 
devotion 1 

Did not Jesus pray with and for his disciples ? 
Johnxvii. 

Can you mention any recorded instances, in 
which the early Christians joined in social prayer? 
Acts i. 12—14; xii. 11, 12; xx. 36—38. 

7. What error of the heathen should we 
avoid in prayer ? 

8. Why should we avoid vain repetitions ? 
Can you mention any instance of such a 

prayer ? 1 Kings xviii. 

9 — 13. Will you repeat the Lord's Prayer ? * 

* It would be well for the teacher to make thia passage 
the sabjeot of a distinot lesson, referring to ** Lessaas on the 
Lord's Prayer," by J. W. Foster. 
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Why is God called " Our Father '' ? 

What is the meaning of the petition, "Hal- 
lowed be thy name " 1 

Ans. May thy name be sanctified, and ever 
used with reverence. 

What do you understand by the petition, ** Thy 
kingdom come " ? 

In what does the kingdom of God consist 1 
Rom. xiv. 17. 

In what manner does the kingdom of God 
come 1 Luke xvii. 20, 21. 

What prophecies of Isaiah relate to the full 
establishment of this kingdom ? Isa. ix. 18 — 
22 ; xi. 6 — 9. 

What is said of the duration of this kingdom ? 
Dan. ii. 44. 

Are we not to seek this kingdom before all 
things else 1 Matt. yi. 33. 

What can you do to advance this kingdom 1 

What feelings must we cultivate, in order, at 
all times and under all circumstances, sincerely 
to ofier the prayer, " Thy will be done" 1 

In what spirit did Jesus do the will of God ? 
Matt. xxvi. 38, 39. John iv. 34. 

When we offer the petition for " daily bread," 
will it not remind us of our constant dependence 
upon God for all the necessaries and comforts 
of life t 

What are some of the peculiar temptations of 
poverty and of riches ? 

Will you repeat Agur's prayer 1 Prov. xxx. 
7, 9. 

In what spirit should you ask Gt>d to forgive 
your debts or sins against him 1 
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14, 15. Will God foigivB you, if yon cherish 
an unforgiving spirit toward others ? 

What must you do to obtain the forgiyenesa 
of your sins 1 Isa. Iv. 6, 7. 1 John L 9. 

What is the meaning of temptation 7 

Ans. It is that which makes us feel an indina- 
tion to do or say something which we ought not 
to do or say, or to neglect something wMch we 
ought to do. 

Have we not the power to resist every tempta- 
tion? 1 Cor. X. 13. 

May not a person be tempted without commit- 
ting sin 1 Heb. iv. 15. 

How may temptations contribute to the growth 
of character 1 

Can we expect to be *' delivered from evil," if 
we willingly expose ourselves to temptation ? 

What kingdom and what power belong to 
God? 

Why should all glory be ascribed to Godt 
1 Chron. xxix. 11, 12. 

What is the meahing of Amen 7 

Ans. It is a Hebrew word, which signifies 
*' true," or, *' so* be it ; " as if, at the close of a 
prayer, one said, *' I sincerely mean all that I 
have thought or uttered, and earnestly desire to 
receive the blessings for which I have asked." 

By whom was this word pronounced in the 
prayers of the Jews ? 1 Chron. xvi. 36. 

What feelings will always render prayer 
acceptable to God? Compare Psalm Ixvi. 18. 
1 John V. 14, 15. 

What is it " to pray without ceasing " ? 1 
Thess. V. 17. 
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In whose name are we to offer our prayers to 
God ? John xvi. 23, 24. 

Is not prayer the chief means of spiritual 
growth 1 

LESSON xxvm. 

8BRM0M ON THE MOUNT (continued). 

Mattbew YI. 

16. What caution does Jesus give as to fast- 
ing? 

I?, 18. How does he direct his disciples to 
&st? 

What kind of a fast is acceptable to God 1 
Isa. Iviii. 5 — 7. 

19 — ^21. What does Jesus say of earthly and 
heavenly treasures ? 

What constituted the principal treasures of 
the rich among eastern nations 1 

Ans. The productions of the earth, the pre- 
cious metals, and numerous suits of clothing. 
Gen. zIt. 22. Judg. xiv. 12, 13. 1 Kings z. 2. 
2 Kings v. 5, 22, 23. 

What are heavenly treasures ? Matt. xix. 21 • 
1 Tim. vi. 17—19. 

On what objects should we place our affec- 
tions ? Col. iii. 1,2. 

22, 23. WiU you relate the parable of the 
diseased and the single eye ? 

What is a parable ? * 

Ans, It is a story or fable, related for the 

• The teaoher is referred to ** LeBBou on the PiUBbIei,''b]r 
B«r. F. S. H»iiiiBgtep, Lenon Z. 
9 
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purpose of teaching some truth. In the New 
Testament, the name is sometimes applied to 
allegories, and sometimes to the mere comparison 
of one thing with another by way of illustration. 

Are there any parables recorded in the Old 
Testament 1 Judg. ix. 7 — 15. 2 Sam. xii. 1 — 6. 

What is the meaning of the twenty-second 
Terse ? 

Ans, H thine eye be clear, pure, in a healthy 
state, so as to perceive objects distinctly, thy 
whole body will be full of light ; that is, light 
will be transmitted clearly. 

What is the meaning of the expression, ** if 
thine eye be evil " ? 

Ans. If thine eye be diseased or blinded, 
external objects will not be perceived; all will 
be dark. 

What spiritual truth does Jesus teach by this 
parable 1 

Ans. That our minds must be kept pure; 
because, if they are not, we cannot receive the 
light of his truth into our hearts, any more than 
a diseased eye can receive the light of the 
sun. 

What is it that often produces blindness of 
mindl 2 Cor. iv. 4. 

What does Jesus teach about serving God and 
Mammon ? 

What is the meaning of Mammon ? 

Ans. It is a Chaldee word signifying riches. 

25. Does not Jesus teach that it is wrong 
for us to give undue thought, or to feel excessive 
anxiety, in providing the necessaries of life ? 

26—30. What beautiful lesson does he draw 
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from the objects immediately around him, with 
regard to the care and love of God 1 * 

31, 32. In what words does he enforce this 
lesson of trust ? 

Do these words mean that we are to take no 
thought or care for the morrow 1 

Is it not the duty of every one to labor in some 
way 1 2 Thess. iii. 10—12. 

Can you give some account of the wealth and 
splendor of Solomon ? 2 Chron. ix. 

Was grass ever used for fuel ? 

Ans. It was customary to use dried grass, or 
the' leaves and stalks of plants, for this purpose, 
on account of the scarcity of wood in the East. 

33. What are we to seek first and chief of 
aU? 

What is the great lesson which we are to learn 
from this passage 1 

An8, To trust entirely in the goodness and 
love of God. 

34. When we feel anxious with regard to the 
future, what words of Jesus should we call to 

mind?t 

What is the true foundation of religious trust, 

in regard to the various ills of life ? Rom. viii. 

28. 2 Cor. iii. 17, 18. 

* " The fields of the Levant are ovemin with the 'Amaryllis 
Lutea,' whose golden liliaceous flowers in autumn afiford one 
of the most brilliant and gorgeous objects in nature. This 
flower blossoms towards the end of September, and continues 
in blossom through the whole of October/' 

t " Take no anxious thought for tiie morrow." 
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8BBXOK ON THB MOUNT (ponciuded). 

Matthew VII. 

1, 2. What prec^t does Jesus give us con- 
cerning our judgment of others ? 

In what words does the Apostle James express 
the same thought ? James ii. 13. 

Who is the only true Judge of the hearts of 
men ? James iv. 12. 

3 — 5, What lesson does Jesus teach with 
regard to censuring the faidts of others t 

What do you understand hy the mote and the 
beam? 

Shall we not in some measure correct the faults 
of others by conquering what is wrong in our- 
selves ? 

Must not each individual give account of 
himself unto God ? Rom. xiv. 4. 2 Cor. y. 10. 

What does Paul say of the duty of forbear- 
ance 1 Col. iii. 12 — 14. 

Why should we leave all judgment to GK>d 1 
Rom. ii. 2, 6, 11- 

What do you understand by the sixth verse 
of this chapter 1 

Ana. That, as we are to shun censorious 
judgment, so we are also to avoid the opposite 
extreme, — that of dealing with all men indis- 
criminately. We are commanded not to give our 
instructions to those who would utterly scorn 
and reject them ; for this would be like casting 
that which was holy, or that which was offered 
in sacrifice, before dogs, or pearls before swine. 
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7 — 1 1 . What encouragement have we to be 
earnest and persevering in prayer 1 * 

What words does Luke use to express the 
same thought?. Luke xi. 13. 

Are not the influences of the spirit of God, 
or of the Holy Spirit, the greatest of bless- 
ings 1 

Why is prayer often called the food of the 
soul? 

12. What should be our only rule as regards 
our treatment of others ? 

Why is this often called the Golden Rule ? 
What do you understand by the Law and the 
Prophets ? See Lesson XXV. 

13, 14. What does Jesus say of the strait 
gate and the narrow way ? 

Why is a life of Christian obedience represent- 
ed by entering in at a strait gate ? What do you 
understand by the broad way ? 

Is the path of duty always an easy path ? 
Luke xiii. 24. f 

What does Solomon say of the way of trans- 
gressors ? Prov. xiii. 15. 

What does he say of the ways of wisdom ? 
Prov. iii. 17. 

15. Of whom does Jesus teach his followers 
to beware ? 

Who are meant by false prophets, or false 
teachers ? 

♦ " If ye, then, being evU,** — rather, frail, imperfect, liable 
to sin, or, as some of the best commentators Interpret the 
word, penurious, araricious, 1. e., of a very limited charity, 
compared with the love of God. 

t "Strive," — agonize to «iiter in. 
9* 
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16—20. Will you relate the parable of the 
trees 1 

What are the ^* fruits " here spoken of ? QbI. 
V. 22, 23. 

Must not a good life proceed from good prin- 
ciples and a good character 1 

21 — 23. What has Jesus said of those who 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ? 

Will it be sufficient for us to have received 
religious instruction, unless we have also en- 
deavored to carry such instruction into our daily 
lives ? 

Should not action always confirm prin- 
ciple ? 

24 — 27. Will you repeat the words in which 
Jesus closed his Sermon on the Mount 1 

What great lesson may we leam from these 
words 1 

Ans. That those who love and imitate Christ, 
whose characters are founded upon religious 
principle, are firm and strong even in the midst 
of temptation, like the house built upon the 
rock ; while those who act merely from im- 
pulse, or from the example of those around 
them, have no sure foundation for their charac- 
ters, but are weak and constantly liable to &11, 
like the house built upon the sand. 

Are you striving to build your character upon 
the rock of religious principle 1 

Will not such a character remain firm, what- 
ever changes there may be ifi the mere outward 
lifel 

Can you mention any circumstances relating 
to the climate of Judea, and the manner of 
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building houses there, that show the peculiar 
fitness of our Saviour's words 1 * 

'How were the people affected by these words 
of Jesus ? 

29., What was his manner of teaching ? 

How did it differ from that of the scribes 1 

What authority did Jesus claim 1 John yiii. 
26 ; zii. 49, 50. 



LESSON XXX. 

JBSUS CURBS THB LEPBB, HBAL8 THB CENTUBIOlf'S 8EK- 
TAlfT AT GAFEBNAUM, AND BAISB8 THB WXDOW'S SON 
AT NAIN. 

Matthew VHC. Luke VII. 

Matt. viii. 1. When Jesus came down from 
the mountain, who followed him 1 

2. Who came to him to be healed 1 
What request did the leper make 1 

3. What did Jesus do to him ? 

4. What did Jesus command him to do ? 
What gift is here referred to 1 Lev. xiv. 
Can you give any reason why these ceremonies 

should have been observed 1 

Did the leper comply with the request of 
Jesus, to say nothing of his cure 1 Mwrk i. 45. 

Why do you suppose that Jesus wished to 
have this act kept secret 1 

How was his time often employed during his 
retirement 1 Luke v. 16. 

* See Idvermofe's Oomme&taries, voL i. pftge 10>; 9A» 
« Home's Xntrodnofekm," rol. iii. put i. oh»p. 2. 
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Luke Til. 1. To what dtj did Jesiu next go ? 
Where is Capernaum ? 

2. What person was Tery sick at Capernaum ? 
What was his disease 1 * Matt. viii. 6. 
What is a Centurion ? 

Ans. The commander of a hundred soldiers. 

Was this centurion a. Jew or a Roman? 

Ans. He was a Roman officer, as the Jews at 
this time were subject to the Roman power, and 
there was probably a garrison of soldiers stationed 
at Capernaum. 

3. What message did the centurion send to 
Jesus ? f 

^ 4, 5. What reason did the elders of the Jews 
give for their request 1 

* Palsy iB not nsiiaay attended by great pain. Jahn calls 
the palsy of the New Testament a disease of Tery wide im- 
port, and supposes that this person had the " cramp, which 
in oriental countries is a fearM malady, subjecting the patient 
to great suffering, and inducing death in a few days." 

t Luke represents the communication from the centorioii to 
Jesus M made through Jewish Mends, while Matthew repre- 
sents him as proffering the request in his own person. But as 
a man is often spoken of as doing a thing, although it be 
accomplished through the agency of another, so we may sup- 
pose that Matthew speaks of the centurion as doing himself 
what he did in reality by means of his friends. Luke obvi- 
ously derived his account from an eye-witness ; Matthew, 
from one not so well-informed. «Mark, the companion of 
Peter, does not record the miracle; and it seems natural that 
Peter, on entering Capernaum, should go immediately to his own 
home: if so, A« would not be an eye-witness. As to Matthew, 
who had not yet been called from his stated occupation, but 
who must have been a hearer of the Sermon on the Monnt, 
which he alone fully records,— one can scarcely doubt, that, 
when Jesus had ended his inestimable discourse, he would 
hasten home to commit to writing that which divine Providence 
appointed him to record." See "Carpenter's Harmony >' 
note on page 73. 
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Was it not an unusual thing for a Roman 
centurion to evince so much interest in the 
Jews ? 

Must he not have been acquainted with their 
religious faith ? 

Is it not probable that he had also heard of 
the cure of the nobleman's son at Capernaum 1 
See John iv. 46 — 53. 

6. Did Jesus comply with the request of tbe 
elders 1 

7. What message did the centurion send to 
him, when he was not far from the house ? 

8. What did he say of his own authority ? 
What did he imply by these words 1 

Ans, That as the soldiers came and went at 
his bidding, so he believed that diseases obeyed 
the command of Jesus. 

9. What did Jesus say to the people on hear- 
ing these words 1 

Who was Israel 1 Qen. xxxii. 28. 
What were the descendants of Israel called T 
Did not Jesus teach that many of the Gentiles 
would receive the truths of his gospel more 
gladly than the Jews 1 Matt. viii. 11, 12. 

10. What did the messengers find on their 
return 1 

From this short narrative, what may we infer 
as to the character of the centurion ? 

11. To what city did Jesus go on the next 
dayL 

How far is Nain from Capernaum ? 
Ans, About twenty-five miles. 

12. What did they meet, as they approached 
the city T 
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Will you give some account of Jewish 
fiinerals ? * 

13. What were the feelings of Jesus when he 
saw the afflicted woman? 

What is said of the compassion of Jesus? 
Heh. iy. 15. 

14. What did Jesus then do ? 

15. What immediately ensued? 

What would be your feelings, could you per- 
sonally witness a scene like this ? 

In these wonderfcd miracles, did not Christ 
manifest the power and love of God ? 1 Cor. L 
24. 

16. How were the people affected by this mi- 
racle? 

17. How far did the fsone of Jesus extend ? 

Can you mention any instances in which Eli- 
jah and Elisha restored the dead to life ? 1 
Kings xvii. 17 — 24. 2 Kings iv. 8 — 37. 



LESSON XXXI. 

JESUS, HATINa 6ITEN DIRECTIONS TO CROSS THE LAKE, IS 
ADDRESSED BY A SCRIBE AND OTHERS. — HE STILLS 
THE TEMPEST, JtSD, ON LANDING IN 6ADARA, llESTORES 
THE MANIAC. 

LyKE Vm., IX. 

To what place did Jesus propose to go when 
he left Nain ? Luke viii. 22. 
Who accompanied him ? 
What lake was this ? 



<c 



♦ See "Home's Introduction," vol. iii. part iv. chap. 9. 
Holy Land and its Inhabitants," chap. zii. 
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Ans. The Lake of Galilee. 
Luke ix. 57. As they were on the way, who 
addressed Jesus 1 

Who was this person 1 Matt. viii. 19. 

58. What reply did Jesus make 1 

59. What did he say^to another ^W^ho accom- 
panied him ? 

Did this person make any excuse 1 

60. What did Jesus say also to him ? * 

61. Did any one else propose to follow Jesusi 

62. With what emphatic words did Jesus re- 
buke their readiness to excuse themselves 'from 
his service ? 

What lesson may we learn from these words 1 
Luke viii. 23. What happened after the dis- 
ciples had launched forth upon the lake? Is 
this lake subject to sudden storms 1 

24. In what earnest words did they address 
Jesus ? Mark iv. 38. 

Did he calm the tempest 1 See also Mark iv. 
39. " 

25. What did he say to the disciples 1 Mark 
iv. 40. 

How were they affected by this wonderful 
scene 1 ^ 

Who is it that rules the winds and the wavesi 
Job xxxviii. 8 — 11. Ps. Ixxxix. 9; xciii. 4. Isa. 
H. 15. 

From whom, then, did Jesus derive his power 1 
John V. 19. 

What can you say of the eternity of God 1 Ps. 
cii. 28—27. 

* Se^ «IiYezmore*0 Commentaries/' vol. i* p. 118. 
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26. At what place did Jesus and his disciples 
Sirive?* 

Where is Gadara ? 

27. When they, landed, who met Jesus ? f 
Matt. viii. 26. 

28. What did he say on seeing Jesus 1 

29. What was the state of this poor maniac 1 
Mark v. 2 — 5, 

80 — 36* Will you give an account of his erne ? 
37. How were the people affected when they 
saw the man restored to his right mind t 
38* Did he wish to accompany Jesus 1 

39. What did Jesus command him to do? 
Did he obey his words 1 

87. To what place did Jesus then go ? Mark 

** 4 

^• 1. 

40. How was he received by the people on his 
Mtuml 

* liaMhew ipeaks of the oonntry of the *< Gergesenes ; *' 
Mark and Luke write " Gadarenes." But as Gadm was the 
capital of Perea, and gave its name to the surrounding oountiy, 
ahd ai there was a eoiuddeiable oity called Gergen in the Tid- 
]d1^» the region lying on the lake may have been oalled iiidis. 
fsriminately by the name of the one or the other dty. 

t " The poor maniae, of whom Mark and Luke have giTsa 
to rail an acoonnt, was obvionsly a person of notoi^ety, if not 
from hie station in life, at leaet from the intensity of his dis- 
order. The other insane person, whom Matthew alone refns 
to, mij^t have been entirely lost sight of by the time the other 
evangelists wrote ; but Mattiiew, residing at Capernaum, would 
hear of both when the disciples returned to that dty; aMd, as 
the transaction occurred just before his own call, it was natml 
that he should record the substance of all the informatiea he 
received.*' 
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LESSON xxxn. 

ON KETI7BNIKG TO OAPSBNAUU, JTESUS H1SA.I.S THE PAJtALT- 
TIC) AND APTEBWABDS CALLS MATTHEW THE PUBLIGAN. 
HIS DIS00UB8B AT LEYl'S FEAST. 

Luke V. ^ 

17. When Jesus returned to Capernaum, how 
was he occupied on a certain day ? 

18. Whom did some of the people bring to 
Jesus to be healed 1 

19. How did they effect their purpose ? * 
Mark ii. 4. 

How was it possible for them to do this 1 

Ans, The houses were usually built with flat 
roofs, in the form of a hollow square, with a 
court in the centre. Around the roof, toward 
the court, was a balustrade, the court itself being 
covered with an awning as a protection from the 
sun. The persons who brought the paralytic, 
finding the court thronged with the multitude, 
carried him up on the roof, tore away the balus- 
trade, removed the awning, and let the man 
down on his pallet into the part of the court 
where Jesus was teaching. 

Whose house was this 1 

Ans. It was doubtless that of a person of 
some distinction, from the number of leading men 
present (verse 17), perhaps that of Chuza, He- . 
rod's steward ; or of the centurion at whose re- 

* '* And not being able to come nigh unto him on account 
of the multitude, they removed the covering where he was ; and, 
having torn away the balustrade, they let down the couch on 
which the paralytic was lying." — Carpenter. 
10 
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quest Jesus had performed one of his earliest 
miracles. 

20. What did Jesus say to the paralytic! 

21. How did the Scribes and Pharisees re- 
ceive his words 1 

22 — 24. What did Jesus say to them ? 
What did he then say to the sick man ? 

25. What immediately ensued T 

26. How were the people affected by what 
they had witnessed ? 

Upon leaving the house, where did Jesus go ? 
Mark ii. 13. 

27. Whom did he see as he passed by 1 

By what other name was Levi called 1 Matt, 
ix. 9. 

What do you understand by the " receipt of 
custom " ? 

Ans. It was the place where the custom or 
toll was paid. The Jews, being under the go- 
vernment of the Romans, were obliged to pay 
• them taxes ; and, in this case, the custom or tri- 
bute was probably one that was levied upon per- 
sons and merchandise crossing the Sea of Galilee. 
The receipt of custom, or the place where it was 
paid, was situated on the sea-side. See Mark 
ii. 13. 

What did Jesus say to Levi 1 

28. Did he obey these words 1 

29. To whose house was Jesus invited to at- 
tend a feast 1 

Who were present with him ? Matt. ix. 10. 

30. What did the Scribes and Pharisees say to 
his disciples ? * 

31. 32. What reply did Jesus make ? 
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33. What question did the disciples of John 
ask Jesus ? Matt. ix. 14. 

34, 35. What was his reply ? 

What do you understand by these words ? 

To what event does Jesus allude when he says 
that the " bridegroom shall be taken away from 
them " ? 

36 — 39. Will you relate the parable which he 
then addressed to them ? 

Will you give an explanation of this para- 
ble?* 

What kind of bottles are here referred to ? 

Ans. They were leathern bottles, made of skins 
of animals. When new, they were capable of 
being distended, and would hold new wine in a 
state of fermentation without bursting ; but, when 
old and dry, they were not strong enough for 
this purpose, although they would still hold wine 
that had been fermented. 

Have we any reference in the Old Testament 
to the use of this kind of bottle 1 Josh. ix. 13. 
Ps. cxix. 83. 

Will you give some account of the embassy 
which the Gibeonites sent to Joshua ? Josh. ix. 
1—15. 

What was the result of their craft ? Ver. 15 
—23. 

What reason did they give for their deceit ? 
Ver. 24. 

What menial office did Joshua assign to themT 
Ver. 27. 

• " lirermore's CwnmentarieB," toI. i. pp. 129, 130. 
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LESSON xxxm. 

THE DAUaHTBB OP JTAianS BE8T0BED TO LIPE. — CUBB OF 
THE TWO BLIND MEN. — OTHEB MIBACLE8 OF HEAUNG. 

Luke YIH. Matthew IX. 

Luke viii. 41. On the day of Matthew's feast, 
what person of distinction came to Jesus for aid? 

41, 42. What earnest request did he make of 
Jesus ? 

43_47. What miracle of healing did Jesus 
perform as he was on his way to the house of 
Jairus ? 

From this brief sketch, what may we suppose 
to have been the character of the woman ? 

48. WTiat words of kindness and tenderness 
did Jesus address to her ? 

49. What message meanwhile was brought to 
Jairus? 

50. When Jesus heard it, what did he say to 
Jairus ? 

51. Who went with Jesus into the house ? 

52. When he saw them all mourning and 
weeping, what soothing words did he address to 
them? 

53. How did they receive his kindness ? 

54. When he had put them all out, what did 
he say to the maiden ? Mark v. 41, 42. 

55. What immediately followed ? 

56. How were her parents affected by her 
restoration to life ? 

Was it not the custom among the Jews to ex- 
press their grief for the death of friends, by 
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outward ceremonies of mourning, and often in a 
violent and tumultuous manner 1 

How many d&ys did this mourning usually 
last 1 Num. xx. 29. Deut. xxxiv. 8. 

What prohibitions did Moses give the Jews 
with regard to the rites often observed in mourn- 
ing ? Lev. xix. 28. Deut. xiv. 1. 

Was it customary to hire mourners to lament, 
and sii^g dirges over the dead ? Jer. xix. 17 — 
21. Amos V. 16. 

What account can you give of the funeral rites 
of the Egyptians, and of the ancient Greeks and 
Romans ? ^ 

Jesus speaks of the child who was dead as 
sleeping : in what respects does death resemble 
sleep 1 

Is not this figure often u«ed in< tiie Bible 1 1 
Kings ii. 10; xi. 43. 2 Kings tx. 21. Dan. 
xii. 2. John xi. 11 — 13. Acts vii. 59, 60. 1 Cor. 
XV. 6, 18. 2 Pet. iii. 4. 

Does Jesus ever speak of death as a fearful 
event ? 

What is the only thing that should render it 
fearful ? 1 Cor. xv. 55. 

What is the Christian view of death ? John 
xi. 25, 26 ; xiv. 1—3. 1 Cor. xv. 53—57. 1 
Thess. iv. 13, 14. 

What were Paul's feelings in the contempla- 
tion of a future life ? Phil. i. 21—24. 

In what sublime words does the Apostle John 
describe his vision of the redeemed 1 Bev. vii. 
9—17; xxi. 3, 4. 

♦ See « Hawk8*8 Egypt and its Monuments," and «« Smith's 
Dictioziary of Greek and Roman Antiquities." 

10* 
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What beautiful description does be give of the 
New Jerusalem 1 Rev. xxi. 22 — 27 ; xxii. 1 — 5. 

What is the only true preparation for death ? 

Ana. A Christian life and a Christian cha- 
racter. 

Mattokw IX. 

Matt. ix. 27. When Jesus left the bouse of 
Jairus, who followed him 1 

What did the blind men say to him 1 

28. When Jesus returned to the house in 
which he resided, what did he say to them 1 

29, 30. What immediately ensued 1 

31. Was the knowledge of this miracle kept 
secret by them 1 

32, 33. What other miracle of healing ^as 
performed on the same day 1 

34. What did the Pharisees say on witnessing 
the wonderful power of Jesus 1 

Did they not willingly close their eyes to the 
truth] 
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JBSUS CHOOSES THE TWELVE APOSTLES, AND THEN MAKES 
A SECOND TOUB THBOXTGH GALlXEE. 

LxTKB VT. Matthew IX. 

Luke vi. 12. For what purpose did Jesus re- 
tire to a mountain ? 

Was there any special reason that led him to 
pray at this time ? 

13. When it was day, what did he do 1 

What is the meaning of the word disciple ? 
See Introductory Lesson. 
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How many of the disciples did lie choose to 
be apostles 1 

What is the meaning of the word apostle 7 

14 — 16. What were the names of the twelve 
apostles 1 

V What had been the employment of the first 
four that are named ? Mark i. 16 — 19. 

Who was the father of Peter and Andrew ? 
John i. 42. 

In what city did they live 1 John i. 44. 

Where is Bethsaida ? 

Whose disciples were they before they became 
followers of Jesus 1 John i. 35, 40. 

What part of the New Testament was written 
by Peter 1 

From whom did Mark receive the materials for 
writing his Qospel 1 

Ans, From Peter. 

Who was the father of James and John? Mark 
i. 19. 

WTio was their mother ? Compare Matt, xxvii. 
d6, and Mark xv. 40. 

What surname did Jesus give them ? Mark 
iii. 17. 

By whom was James put to death 1 Acts xii. 
1,2. 

By what title is John often named 1 John xiii. 
23. 

What part of the New Testament was written 
by him? 

By what other name is Bartholomew some- 
times called 1 John i. 45. 

Where did he live ? John xxi. 2. 

What words of commendation did Jetns be- 
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stow upon him during his first interview with 
him ? John i. 47. 

By what other name is Thomas called ? John 
xxi. 2. 

What was the employment of Matthew ? 

By what other name was he sometimes called ? 
Mark ii. 14. 

Who was the father of the second James, or 
James the Less 1 

Is not Alpheus, then, the same as Cleopas 1 
Compare John xix. 25, and Luke xxiv. 18. 

Who was his mother 1 Mark xv. 40. 

'V\^at relation, then, was there between James 
and Jesus ? Gal. i. 19. 

What part of the New Testament was written 
by James 1 

What was the surname of Lebbeus? Matt. x. 3. 

By what other name was he called ? Mark 
vi. 3. Luke vi. 16. 

Are there any of his writings contained in the 
New Testament? 

Was not Simon a brother to James and Judas, 
or Lebbeus 1 Mark vi. 3. 

Why is Judas Iscariot called the traitor ? * 

If Jesus knew his character, why do you sup- 
pose that he chose him to be one of the twelve 
apostles ? 

Matthew IX. 

Matt. ix. 35. After choosing the apostles, 
where did Jesus go ? How was he occupied ? 

Who accompanied him besides the apostles 1 
Luke viii. ^, 3. 

* Judas Isoariot, i. e. Judas of Kerioth or Carioth, a city of 
Palestixie. 
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36. What were his feelings on beholding the 
multitude ? 

37, 38. What did he say to his disciples ? 
What do you understand by the harvest 7 
Who are the laborers now to go forward to 

reap the harvest ? 

Have you any part to do in this work 1 



LESSON XXXV. 

JESTTB INSTBTTCnS THE TWELVE APOSTLES, AND SENDS THEM 
POKTH INTO YABIOUS PAHTS OP GALILEE. 

Matthew X. 

1. What powers did Jesus bestow upoii the 
twelve apostles I 

5, 6. Where did he send them forth ? 

Why were they commanded to preach first to 
the Jews 1 

Ans, Because the Jews were better prepared 
than other nations for the reception of Christian- 
ity, by their previous religious instruction ; and, 
in the short time for which the apostles would 
have opportunity to labor during their present 
mission, they would accomplish more by confining 
their labors to Judea. 

Did not the apostles also participate in some 
measure in the national prejudice against the 
Samaritans and Qentiles ? 

Might not this have been one reason why they 
were unfitted, for the present, to preach the gos- 
pel among them ? 

Were these prejudices at length overcome by 
them? 
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7 — 13. What were some of the instructions 
that Jesus gave the apostles ? * 

14, 15. What were they to do to those who 
should not receive them ? 

What was the meaning of this symbolical 
act? 

Ans, As the Jews considered themselves de- 
filed by the dust of a heathen country, so the 
apostles thus signified that those who rejected 
them were- to be regarded as heathen. 

Will you give some account of the destruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah ? Gen. xix. 12 — 30. 

What was to be the conduct of the apostles, 
as they went forth on their mission ? 

17, 18. What were some of the dangers to 
which they would be exposed ?. 

Can you mention any instances in which they 
were thus persecuted? Acts v. 17—41; ix. 1 
—7, 15; vii. 59. 2 Cor. ix. 24—27. 

19, 20. Upon whom were they to depend for 
guidance in these seasons of trial ? 

21, 22. How would the Christians often be 
treated by members of their own familes ? 

23. What were they to do when persecuted 
in one city ? See Acts ix. 22 — 30 ; xxii. 10. 

24, 25. Were the disciples to expect better 
treatment than their Master? John xiii. 16; 
XV. 20. 



* The people of the East dressed in Ml, flowing garments 
with a belt around the waist; hence the figure, ** GtvRi up the 
loins," to express preparation for labor or aotion. These 
belts, or rather girdles, were used as purses, for which pur- 
pose they were safe and convenient. Hence zone or girdle, 
and purse, are used synonymously. 



THE APOSTLES SXNT FORTH. lid 

26 — 31. What encouragement did Jesus give 
them for their support, in commencing their 
public mission 1 

32. What does he say of those who shall con- 
fess him before men 1 

33. What of those who shall deny him ? 

34 — 36. What did Jesus say that he came on 
earth to send ? 

What do you understand by these words 1 

Ans. That the spirit of the world was so en- 
tirely opposed to the teachings of Jesus, — to his 
spirit of love and peace, of self-denial, humility, 
and inward holiness, — that those who truly be- 
came his disciples, in heart and in life, woidd 
often meet with opposition and persecution, even 
from members of their own families. 

37 — 39. Should not our love toward Jesus 
be greater than toward any earthly Mend 1 

Why should we cherish such love for him? 
1 John iv. 9, 10, 19. 

What does Paul say of the love of Christ 1 
Bom. viii. 35 — 39. 

What influence should this love have upon 
our hearts and lives ? 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 

How can we know that we really love Christ 1 
John XV. 10. 1 John ii. 6. 

What does it mean to ** take up the cross and 
foUow Christ " 1 

What cross have you to bear ? 

40, 41. What is said of those who should re- 
ceive one of the disciples ? 

42. Will even the cup of cold water, given in 
the name of a disciple, be unnoticed by 
God? 
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When Jesus had finished commanding his dis- 
ciples, where did he go ? Matt. xi. 1. 

How were the apostles occupied meanwhile ? 
Luke ix. 6. 



SECTION VI. 

Transactions of Christy after Sending forth the Apostles 
shortly before the Feast of Dedication, until all of them 
had joined him again, after the Death of John the 
Baptist, 



LESSON XXXVI. 

THE MESSAGE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, AND CHBIST'S BSPLT. 

Matthew XI. 

2. Where was John the Baptist at this time 1 
In what prison was he confined 1 

Ans. In the fortress of Machaerus, near the 
Dead Sea. 

Why did Herod imprison himi Mark vii. 
17—20. 

Whom did John send to Jesus ? 

3. What question did the disciples ask himi 
Do you suppose that John doubted the Mes- 

siahship of Jesus, or that he sent this message in 
order to satisfy the minds of his disciples 1 
4 — 6. What reply did Jesus make 1 
Will you repeat some of the prophecies of 
Isaiah, in which he foretells these wonderful 
works of Christ 1 Isa. xxxv. 5, 6 ; Ixi. 1 — 3. 
Was there any thing remarkable in the circum- 
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stance, that the poor had the gospel preached to 
them? 

7« When th^ messengers had departed, what 
question did Jesus ask the multitude respecting 
John 1 ' 

Where did John preach ? Matt. iii. 1 — 6. 

Why was he unlike " a reed ^shaken with the 
wind*'? 

Can you mention any recorded instance that 
illustrates his firmness and independence of cha- 
racter ? 

8, 9. What did Jesus ask again respecting 
John? 

What was his true character ? 

10. What had been written of him by the 
prophet Malachi? Chap. iii. 1. 

11. Jesus bears testimony to the greatness of 
John the Baptist ; yet whom does he pronounce 
even greater ? 

What do you understand by these words 1 

12 — 15. What does he say of the eagerness 
with which the people sought instruction ? * 

Was there not an expectation among the Jews, 
that Elijah, or one of the old prophets, would 
appear as the forerunner of the Messiah ? Mai. 
iv. 5, 6. 

16, 17. To what does Jesus liken his genera- 
tion?! 

18, 19. Why did he make this comparison 1 

* *< The kingdom of heaven is entered with eagerness, and 
the eager seize it with avidity.** « The days of John the Bap" 
tUi refers to the eommencemeta of his public preaching, a.bout 
fourteen months before the present period.*' 

f Beferenoe is here made to the dxamaiio sports of children, 
in imitation of festivals and funerals. In eastern countries li 

11 
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LESSON xxxvn. 

JB8V8 AT THB HOUSE OF SDCON THB FHABISEB. — lOBSIOir 
OF THE SBYENTY DIBCIFLES. 

Lmas Vn., X. 

Chap. vii. 36. Who invited Jesus to his house ? 

87, 38. What interesting circumstance is re- 
lated of a woman of the city ? 

What is alabaster 1 

Ans. A soft, white, and beautiful kind of 
marble. 

39. What did the Pharisee say within himself, 
when he witnessed this act ? 

40 — 42. What did Jesus say to Simon 1 

43. What answer did Simon make ? 

44 — 47. In what words of commendation did 
Jesus speak of the woman, comparing her affec- 
tionate treatment of him with that which he 
had received from Simon 1 * 

Was it customary to observe these ceremonies 
toward invited guests ? 

Why, then, were they omitted by Simon 1 

48 — 50. What words of kindness and love 
did Jesus address to the woman ? 

Have we not here a new and beautiful instance 
of the compassion and sympathy of Jesus 1 

was enstomary, on joyous occasions, to have mnsic and dancmg, 
and at funerals to have songs of mourning and lameaitation. 
These things were acted by children in the streets. Our Sa- 
Tiour's illustration is founded on the frequency with which 
children, in such sports, will refuse to follow their leader. 

* " Her sins, which are many, are forgiyen: tfur^e she 
lovefl much." 
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Luke X. 1. Where did Jesus send the seventy 
disciples whom he appointed 1 * 

2, What did he say of the harvest and of the 
laborers ? 

3 — 12. Will you read the instructions which 
he gave to these disciples, similar to those given 
to the twelve apostles, when they went forth on 
their first mission ? See Matt. x. 7 — 15. 

13, 14. What does he say of the cities of 
Chorazin and Bethsaida, on account of their un- 
belief 1 

Where were these cities ? 

Ans. They were situated on the Sea of Gali- 
lee, near Capernaum. 

Where were Tyre and Sidon, and what account 
can you give of these cities ? f 

For what were they remarkable ? 

Ans, For their wealth and luxury. See Isa. 
xxiii. 8. Ezek. xxvii. 

When was Tyre built ? 

Ans. It was a colony from Sidon, settled 
about 1251 years B.C., or 240 years before the 
building of Solomon's Temple. The inhabitants 
invented the manufacture of glass, linen, and 
purple dye, or the famous " Tyrian purple," as 
it is sometimes called. A colony from Tyre 
founded Carthage. Sidon was the ancient me- 
tropolis of the Phcenicians, about twenty-four 
miles from Tyre. 

Will you read some of the prophecies relative 

* ** ProlMbbly these were dties in Perea, where Jesnfl passed 
fleyeral weeks after the feast of the Dedication.'* 

t See « Rollin's Ancient History," book zv. seo. vi.; also 
« leer's Uniyersal History," book i. ohap. v. 



124 LESSON zzxym. -*- lusx z. 

to the destruction of these cities 1 Isa. xsdii. 
Ezek. xxvi. — xxyiii. 

15. What does Jesus say of Capemaum, where 
he then was 1 * Refer to Isa. xiv. 13 — 15. 

16. How does he tell his disciples, that their 
instructions would be received by the people ? 

1 7. With what feelings did the seventy return 
to Jesus, after concluding their first mission 1 

18. 19. What did Jesus say to them 1 f See 
Isa. xiv. 12. 

20. What was the true ground of their re- 
joicing? 

21, 22. In what words did Jesus express his 
sentiments of praise and thanksgiving ? | 

23, 24. What did he then say to Ids disciples 1 
In what urgent and affectionate words does 

he invite all to come to him 1 Matt. xi. 28 — 30. 
Do you desire to draw near to Jesus, and to 

feel that his spirit is ever with you 1 



* « Brought down to hell," or the Bhjsa, The word trans- 
Iftted hdl is Hades, which eimply meuis the region of the 
departed, whether good or bad. It was represented by the 
Jews as situated beneath the earth. Jesus here refers to 
the degradation to which Capernaum would be reduced, com- 
pared with its fnrmer distinguished opportunities and flourish- 
ing condition. 

t "Serpents and scorpions." These words arc ezpresmve 
of the spiritual power conferred by Jesus. 

^ « I thank thee, Father, Lord of heayen and earth, beeaun, 
ihoueh thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
yet uou hast revealed them unto babes.*' 
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LESSON xxxvm. 

PA&ABLE OF THB GOOD BAMABIIAN. 
LUKX X. 

25. What question did a certain lawyer ask 
Jesus ? 

What is the meaning of tempted in this case 1 

26. To what does Jesus refer him for an an- 
swer? 

27. What did the lawyer reply ? Deut. vi. 5. 

28. What did Jesus say with reference to 
these precepts ] 

What did he say on another occasion, when 
asked by one of the Pharisees, which was the 
greatest commandment in the law 1 Mark xii. 
2«— 34. 

What^ it to love our neighbour as ourselves ? 

What is the best evidence which we can give, 
that we truly love God 1 1 John v. 3. 

Can we truly love God, unless we also love 
our fellow-men 1 1 John iv. 20, 21. 

29. Was the lawyer satisfied with the answer 
of Jesus ? 

What method did Jesus take to convince him 
of the truth ? 

30 — 35. Will you repeat the parable of the 
good Samaritan ? 

Why do you suppose that Jesus selected a 
Samaritan to illustrate this truth, rather than 
a person from any other nation 1 

What were some of the causes of enmity be- 
tween the Jews and Samaritans 1 See Less. XIII. 

Jesus supposes a certain man to be going from 
11* 
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Jerusalem to Jericlio : what probably, at that 
time, suggested these two places to his mind 1 

Ans, He had just been traveUing toward 
Jerusalem from Capernaum, through Samaria, 
and soon afterwards arrived at Bethany (verse 
38) : he must, th^efore, have passed over this 
very route. 

Was not this road regarded as dangerous to 
travellers ? 

How happened a Priest and a Levite to be 
passing that way ? 

Ans. Great numbers of them resided at Jeri- 
cho, and they were often caUed to Jerusalem to 
take part in the temple-service. 

From whom were the priests descended t 
Exod. xxviii. 1. 

Who were the Levites, and what was their 
business? Num. iii. 1 — 13; 40 — 45. 

At what age could they enter upon the ser- 
vice of the sanctuary 1 Num. iv. 47. 

We read that the Samaritan bound up the 
woimds of the injured man, '^ pouring in oil and 
wine : " why were these articles used 1 

Ans. An ointment was made of them, much 
prized in the East for its healing qualities. 

How much was the value of the " two-penoe " 
that he gave the inn-keeper 1 

Ans. About twenty-eight cents of our money ; 
a sum equal then to two days' wages of a labor- 
er, which would procure many comforts for the 
wounded man. 

36. After relating the parable, what question 
did Jesus ask the lawyer 1 

37. What reply did he make ? 
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With what emphatic words did Jesus commend 
the example of the good Samaxitan to his imita- 
tion? 

How cai^ we obey this command of Jesus 1 

If we axe able to bestow but few o^itward gifts, 
what can we give that is often of equal, or even 
greater value 1 

Ans. Our time and sympathy, or even a kind 
word or look. 

How are we to treat those who have injured 
us 1 Matt. V. 44, 45. 

What lesson does Christ teach us by his own 
example 1 1 Pet. ii. 21—23. 

36. To whose house did Jesus go, when he 
arrived at Bethany 1 

Who was the brother of Martha and Mary t 
John xi. 1. 

89, 40. How were they occupied during his 
visit? 

What remark did Martha make to Jesus 1 

41, 42. What did he say in reply 1 

What do you understand by the " one thing 
needful " 1 Matt. vi. 33. 

What was the difference in the character of 
these two sisters 1 

Were they not both loved by Jesus ? John 
xi. 5. 

Have you chosen that good part which no 
earthly change can take from you 1 Will you 
not need the consciousness of having made this 
choice, for your support in the hour of death 1 
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LESSON XXXTX. 

OHBIST AT THE PEAfiT OP DBDICATIOM'. — FARABLB OP 
THE MAN AT KBST BY NIGHT. 

JOEDT X. LrKB XI. 

22. On wliat occasion did Jesus visit Jerusa- 
lem at this time 1 

What was the Feast of Dedication designed to 
commemorate 1 

Ans. The purification of the temple by Judas 
Maccabeus, after its desecration by Antiochus 
Ephiphanes, king of Syria, about a hundred and 
sixty years before Christ. See 1 Mace. iv. 36 — 
60. 2 Mace. x. 1 — 9. 

By what other name was it sometimes called 1 
Ans, The Feast of Lights; because at that 
time the inhabitants of Jerusalem illuminated 
the city with great splendor. 

At what season of the year did it take place 1 
Ans, In the winter, or during the rainy wea- 
ther, such as is usual in Palestine, in the months 
of November and December. Refer to Ezra x. 
9, 13. 

23. In what part of the temple was Jesus, 
when the Jews came to him ? 

What description can you give of Solomon's 
porch 1 

24. What question did the Jews ask him ? 

25. To what did he refer them for the proof of 
his divine mission ? 

26. Why did they not believe in him ? 

27 — 29. What did he say of his own sheep 1 
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30. In what words did lie express his intimate 
union with God 1 Compare John xiv. 20 ; xvii. 
20—23. 1 Cor. iu. 8. 

81. How did the Jews receive his words? 

32 — 38. Will you read the reply of Jesus T * 

39, 40. Where did he go when the Jews again 
endeavored to take him ? 

41, 42. What did the people say of him 1 

liUKI XI. 

5 — 8. Will you repeat the parable of th^ man 
at rest by night ? 

What was the occasion of its being uttered at 
this time? See the preceding verses of this 
chapter. 

Was it customary for persons in Judea to tra- 
vel by night ? 

Ans. It was, on account of the heat of the 
climate. 

9, 10. What encouragement have we to be 
earnest and persevering in prayer ? 

11 — 13. Does not Jesus teach that God is 
even more ready than any earthly Mend to give 
good things to those who ask him ? 

Are we not in danger, amidst our various 
occupations, of forgetting to seek those holy and 
divine influences which we may expect to receive 
in answer to sincere prayer ? 

How may we guard against this danger ? 

* For an ezpositioii of thiB pMs^ge, see <* liyennore's Gom- 
mentanei," tqI. iL p. 276. 
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LESSON XI* 

lUBOOlTBSBS OF CHBI8T DUBIKO HIS SOJOVSK DT PE- 

BBA.* PA&ABLB OF TKB OBXAT BUPPEE, OF THB 

TOWBB9 — AMD OF THB KINQ OOXNO TO WAB. 

LmEB XIY. 

Where did Jesus go after attending the Feast 
of Dedication at Jerusalem ? 

Ans, Into the country of Perea, on the east 
side of the river Jordan. 

Why was it so called ? 

Ans. Perea is derived from a Greek word, 
which signifies beyond. The river Jordan divides 
Palestine into two parts ; and, as Jerusalem is on 
the west side, the people there were accustomed 
to speak of the country on the east, as beyond^ 
or Perea. 

1. On what day did Jesus visit the house of 
one of the chief Pharisees ? 

With what feelings was he probably regarded 
by the persons present ? 

2 — 4. What miracle did he perform on this 
occasion 1 

5. What did he say to them to justify his 
own conduct 1 

6. Could they make any reply to these things? 
8 — 10. What instructions did Jesus give to 

* « There is nothing which renders it certain that these 
diflcourses were delivered at this period; bat it is scarcely con- 
ceivable that Matthew could have been present at such parables 
as those in the fourteenth and fifteenth chapters, or even that 
they coold have been publicly delivered in Qalilee, without his 
recording them. Hence, we may reasonably suppose them 
delivered in Perea, during Matthew's absence from our Lofd, 
while on his mission as an apostle." — Carpenter, 
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the guests at table, when he observed how they 
chose out the chief seats 1 

What was the eastern mode of reclining at 
table? 

11. What did Jesus say of the proud and of 
the humble 1 See Prov. xxix. 23. 

What is greater than outward honor 1 Prov. 
xviii. 12. 

12 — 14. What instruction did Jesus give re- 
specting social entertainments 1 

Did he mean to imply by these words, that we 
are never to invite our friends or our rich neigh- 
bors to our houses ? 

Ans. He did not ; but he says that we are not 
to invite them for the sake of being invited in 
return, or in order to make a display, or to gratify 
our pride, or if, by so doing, we become unable 
to befriend the poor, the sick, or the unfortunate. 

Should we not deny ourselves, in order to aid 
others less happily situated 1 

15. What remark did one of the guests make, 
when he heard these words of Jesus'? 

What do you understand by these words ? 

16 — 24. Will you repeat or read the parable 
of the great supper ? 

Who is here represented by the person who 
made the feast ? 

Who by the servant sent to invite the 
guests ? 

Who by the persons first invited ? 

Ans, The Jews ; because the gospel of Christ 
was first offered to them. 

How did they refuse to accept this offer? 

21. Was not the master of the house dis- 
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pleased, when he learned that his inTitations 
were slighted? 

Does the word " anger," or " angry," as used 
in the Bible, always imply that anger which is 
sinful ? 

Ans. It does not. It sometimes signifies a 
righteous indignation against injustice, mean- 
ness, or sin. Eph. iv. 26. 

Is not that anger, which in any measure takes 
away our self-control, always wrong 1 Prov. xiv. 
17 ; xvi. 32 ; xxix. 22. Eccles. vii. 9. Eph. iy. 
31. Col. iii. 8. 

Who are meant by the " poor, maimed, halt, 
and blind " 1 

Ans, The Gentiles, that is, all nations except 
the Jews. 

When the apostles preached the gospel to 
them, did they receive it gladly ? 

Does not this parable teach that God, through 
Christ, invites all, of every age and condition of 
life, to draw near to Him, and partake of the 
rich blessings offered in the gospel 1 

What important lessons may you learn from 
this parable 1 

Have you never made any excuses for delay- 
ing serious thought, or neglecting the religious 
instructions which you have received ? 

Will these excuses be such as you will be 
^willing to offer, when called to stand before the 
judgment-seat of Christ 1 2 Cor. v. 10. 

26, 27. What did Jesus say to the multitude 
of people who followed him t 

Does he mean to teach, that we must hate our 
Mends in order to become his followers t 
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Ans. He does not ; for, in all bis instructions, 
he teaches love to all mankind. He simply 
means, that we must love him and his gospel 
more than any earthly friend, and must be will- 
ing to sacrifice even our lives for the sake of 
his truth. See Matt. x. 37. 

•Does it not require moral courage to do or 
maintain the right, in opposition to those around 
lis? 

28 — 30. Will you repeat the parable of tuild- 
ing the tower 1 

31, 32. What does Jesus say of a king going 
to war with another king 1 

33. In what words does Jesus sum up the 
lesson of this passage 1 

What was doubtless one of the motives which 
led Jesus to utter these parables ? 

Ans, He did not wish the multitude to regard 
it as a light or trifling thing to become his dis- 
ciples ; but he taught them to " count the cost," 
that is, to look at all the difficulties and trials of 
such a life. 

What were some of the peculiar trials to 
which the early Christians were exposed ? 

If there are difficulties even now to be en- 
counterjsd in a truly Christian course, is it not 
far happier than a mere worldly life 1 

If we enter upon .such a life, feeling the need 
of constant watchfulness and perseverance, shall 
we not be more earnest in prayer, and in making 
the requisite efforts ? 
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LESSON XLL 

PARABLES OF THE LOST SHEEP, — THE LOST PIECE OF 
SILTEB, — AND THE P&ODIGAL SON. 

LlTKE XV. 

1, 2. Why did the Scribes and Pharisees com- 
plain of the conduct of Jesus ? 

4 — 6. Will you repeat the parable which he 
then addressed to them 1 

Who is meant by the lost sheep ? 

Who, by the good shepherd that brings him 
back to the fold ? 

7. What lesson did Jesus design to teach by 
this parable ? 

8, 9. Will you repeat the parable of the lost 
piece of silver, in which Jesus teaches the same 
truth? 

10. In what words did he conclude this para- 
ble? 

Did not many of the Scribes and Pharisees 
imagine that they needed no repentance ? 

What, then, is the meaning of this verse ? 

Ans. That there is more joy in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, than over ninety and 
nine persons, like the Scribes and Pharisees, who 
imagine themselves good enough, and think that 
they have no need of repentance. 

What other explanation can you give 1 

Ans, A more vivid and intense joy is felt in 
the change of a worldly or bad person's character, 
from sin to goodness, than in the regular and 
exemplary course of one who has always striven 
to lead a Christian life. 
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Yet is there not a peculiar blessing vouchsafed 
to those who enter early upon the Christian 
course 1 

Is there not great danger in delaying serious 
thought and prayerfiil effort 1 

How ought we to be affected by the conscious- 
ness that our conduct is regarded with joy or 
sorrow even by the angels in heaven 1 

Do not these words teach us that there is a 
close union between this world and heaven 1 

What was the chief purpose of Jesus in utter- 
ing these parables 1 

Ans. To show that, when he associated with 
sinners, it was that he might lead them to 
repent of their sins ; and also to make known 
the compassionate love of God, and his readiness 
to receive those who sincerely repent and turn 
to him. 

How does he further illustrate this truth ? 

Ans, By the parable of the prodigal son. 

11 — 32. 'Will you repeat this parable 1 

What shall we find by carefully reading this 
parable ? * 

Ans. That it describes, figuratively, the whole 
course of a young man through temptation, sin, 
repentance, and conversion. 

What was his first misstep ? What the next ? 

We read, that, when there was a famine in the 
land, he was glad to satisfy his hunger with the 
husks eaten by the swine: what were these 
husks ? 

Ans. They were pods, or seed-vessels, eight 

* Several of the qnestions in this lesson are taken from 
** Lessons on the F^eurables." 
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or ten inches long, and an inch and a half broad, 
which grew on the carob-tree, — a native of Sy- 
ria, Egypt, and the southern parts of Europe. 
When steeped in water, they afford a pleasant 
drink. 

When do all of us, like the prodigal, wander 
away &om our home ? 

Ans. Whenever we willingly do wrong, or in- 
dulge in anger, selfishness, vanity, or worldly- 
mindedness. 

When are we in the far-off country ? 

Ans. When we live without prayer or Chris- 
tian principle. 

18, 19. What course should we take when we 
are sincerely sorry for our sins ? 

Does not true repentance include a new life^ 
— right action^ as well as sorrow for sin ? 

20. What is here taught us of the readiness 
of God to receive the truly pemtent 1 

In what other words are we taught the same 
blessed truth ? Isa. i. 18. Matt. vi. 14, 15. 1 
John i. 9. 

In whose name are we to offer our prayers 
for pardon 1 John xvi. 23. 

22 — 24. How was the son received when he 
returned to his father's house 1 

25—28. With what feelings did his elder 
brother regard him ? 

Was there any reasonableness in his indul- 
gence of such feelings ? 

What ought to be our sentiments and con- 
duct toward the erring and penitent 1 

Should we not endeavor to aid their right ex- 
ertions, and encourage their better purposes 1 
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If all of US, like the prodigal, have often wan- 
dered from our Father's home, and fron^ the 
strait and narrow path that leads to it, what 
shotdd be our daily prayer 1 

An8» For pardon, guidance, and the divine 
aid. 

What should be our most earnest effort ? 

Ans. To have our hearts purified, and freed 
from the power of sin. 



LESSON XLH. 

PASABLB OP THB TJMJT7ST 8TEWASD, AMD OF THB BICH 

HAN Aim I^AZABUB. 

Luke XVI. 

1 — 9. Will you repeat or read the parable of 
the unjust steward 1 

1 . To whom was this parable addressed 1 
What is a steward ? 

Ans. A person employed in the household of 
a rich man to attend to the management of his 
affairs and the keeping of his accounts. 

What was the accusation brought against him? 

2. What did his master say to him 1 

3. 4. What did he do in order to secure a 
home after he should be dismissed from his mas- 
ter's service 1 

5, 6. How much did the first debtor owe his 
master 1 

Who were these debtors 1 

Ans. They were tenants, who paid their rent 
with the produce of the land. 
12* 
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How much, did "one measBre" or ^^bath" 
contain? 

Atis, About twelve gallons. 

What kind of oil was this 1 

Afu, A sweet oil, obtained from the &uit of 
the olive-tree. 

For what different pnxpoaes was it used? 
Exod. zxvii. 20. 1 Sam. x. 1. 1 Kings xvii. 12. 
Ezek. xyi. 18. Matt. xxv. 3, 4. 

6. What did the steward bid the debtor 
do? 

7. How much did another debtor owe bis 
master? 

How much did a measure of wheat contain ? 

Ans, About ^teen bushels. 

How much did the steward reduce his debt ? 

Did the steward intend to defraud his master 
by so doing ? 

Ans. It may have been^ so ; or he may have 
intended to make up the deficiency from his 
own private income afterwards; using this 
method to obtain the favor of the tenants, and 
thus to secure to himself a home, when he 
should be dismissed from service. 

8. Did the lord, that is, the master, commend 
the steward for this conduct ? 

Ans. He commended him, not for his dis- 
honesty, but for his shrewdness, foresight, and 
worldly calculation. 

Who are meant by the "children of this 
world " ? 

Who, by the "children of Ught" ? 2 Cor. 
iv. 6. 1 John ii. 9, 10. 

What does Jesus mean by saying, ** that tiie 
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cliildxen of this world are in their generation 
wiser than the children of light " ? 

Ans. That they are wiser in their way, and 
often show more prudence and earnestness in 
conducting their worldly affairs, than the spi- 
ritually-minded in preparing to render up an 
account of their stewardship, and fitting tiiem- 
selves for a higher life. 

Will you explain the ninth verse 1 
Ans, Jesus says, *' Make to yourselves 
FBiEKDS hy the mammon of unrighteousness ; " 
tkat is, use the wealth with which God has 
entrusted you, for the good of others ; so that 
when " ye fail," or die, " tiiey," that is, the 
friends whom you have thus made, the poor, 
the destitute, any whom you have been able to 
assist, may be ready to welcome you into your 
heavenly home ; and, through the feelings of 
kindness, benevolence, and fidelity, thus cherish- 
ed, you shall have fitted your own spirits for 
those ** everlasting habitations," prepared for 
the faithful stewards of God's bounty. 

10. What does Jesus say of fidelity in little 
things 1 

11, 12. How does he apply this truth ? 
What do you understand by these words 1 
Ane. If ye' have not been faithful in the use 

of worldly wealth, in lihat which has been in- 
trusted to you by another, how can you be 
trusted with the true riches, — the treasures of 
the soul, — that which is essentially your own 1 

Are we not all intrusted with stewardships by 
God? 

Ans. We are; for all that we have is re- 
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ceived firom him ; and, if it be used merely for 
selfish purposes, we shall be unfaithful stewards 
of his bounty and love. 

Will not each of us be called to render an 
account of his stewardship, however humble it 
may have been 1 

13. In what solemn and emphatic words did 
Jesus enforce this parable 1 

14. How were his teachings received by the 
Pharisees ? 

15. What did he say to them in reply 1 

19 — 31. Will you repeat the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus 1 

Why is this parable sometimes called that of 
*' Dives and Lazarus " 1 

Ans. Because Dives is the Latin word signify- 
ing rich. 

What is the meaning of Lazarus in the ori- 
ginal? 

Ans, " One who is helped by God." 

Were there any hospitals for the sick and 
poor provided in those days ? 

Are we not indebted to Christianity for the 
benevolent institutions of modern times 1 

We read that, when the poor man died, '* he 
was carried by the angels into Abraham's bo- 
som : " what is the meaning of this expression 1 

Ans, It was a phrase used by the Jews to 
describe any very happy or honorable condition. 

22, 23. What is said of the rich man ? 

What is the original meaning of the word 
" hell," as here used ? 

Ans, Hades, or the region of departed spirits, 
both good and bad. 
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From wliat did the sufferings of the rich man 
arise ? 

Ans, From the remembrance of his worldly, 
selfish life, and of his disregard to the laws of 
God. 

24. What earnest request did he make ? 

26. What reason is assigned why Lazarus 
could not comply with his request ? Is not this 
language to be regarded as figurative ? Can 
there ever be any true spiritual union between 
the good and bad, the worldly and the heavenly 
minded, even in this life ? 

27, 28. What further request did the rich man 
make? 

29 — 31. What reply was made to it ? 

If we do not improve the opportunities we 
now enjoy, have we reason to suppose that 
we should be made better by having any of our 
departed Mends return again to life ? 

What is one of the great lessons to be learned 
from this parable ? 

Ans. The certainty of a just and righteous 
retribution hereafter. 

What other lesson may we learn ? 

Ans. That the only true riches are those trea- 
sures of the heart, of which death cannot deprive 
us ; and that, in the sight of God, the rich and 
the poor are equal, and will be judged only by 
their individual characters. 

What is the great law respecting the future 
life, as revealed in the Scriptures 1 Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

Knowing this, what should we make our con- 
stant and earnest aim ? 

Ans. To lead a life of holiness, purity, and 
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benevolence; striving to follow the example of 
Him who did no sin, — that through him we 
may be received into the "everiasting habita- 
tions " of the righteous. 



LESSON XTiTH. 

7BBU8 GOBS TO BBTHANT, AITD BAISB8 LAZAB.US FBOM 
THE DEAD. — THE 8ANHEDSIM IIE80L7B TO PITT HIM TO 
DEATH, AND HE WITHDBAW8 TO BFHBAIM. 

John XI. 

Why do you suppose that the miracle of the 
raising of Lazarus is recorded only by John ? * 

Ans. Because Lazarus may have been still 
Uving when the other Oospels were written ; and. 
if the narrative had been published, he would 
doubtless have been exposed to persecution from 
the Jews. Besides, John relates with more mi- 
nuteness the events which occurred in Jerusalem 
and its neighborhood ; while the other evangel- 
ists dwell more particularly upon the incidents 
which took place in Galilee, and the other pro- 
vinces of Palestine. 

Where is Bethany ? How far is it from Jeru- 
salem? Verse 18. 

How many miles was this ? Ans. Two miles. 

1. What friends of Jesus lived there ? 
What happened on a former visit of Jesus to 

their house 1 Luke x. 38 — 42. 

2. What is related of Mary ? John xii. 1 — 8. 

* See « Mil6S*8 Gospel NanativeB," ohap. zili. 
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3. What message did the sisters send to 
Jesus 1 

Where was he at this time 1 

Ans. On the eastern side of the Jordan, at 
Bethahara, in Ferea. Compare John x. 4Q with 
John i. 28. 

4. What did Jesus say on receiving this mes- 
sage? 

5. What were his feelings toward this fa- 
mily 1 

6. Did he immediately comply with the re- 
quest of the sisters 1 

Why do you suppose that he tarried so 
long? 

8. When he proposed to go again into Judea, 
what did his disciples say to him ? * 

9 — 11. What reply did Jesus make ? 

12/13. Did they understand the import of 
his words ? 

14, 16. What did he then plainly say to 
them? 

16. What did Thomas propose to the other 
disciples, when he found tiiat Jesus was ahout 
to return to Judea ? 

17. How many days had Lazarus already been 
dead ? 

19. Who had come to comfort the sisters, on 
the death of their brother ? 

20. What did Martha do, when she heard 
that Jesus was coming ? 

21. 22. In what words did she address him ? 
23. What reply did Jesus make ? 

♦ « Of late," i. e. at the Feast of Dedication, a few weeks 
preYiously. John x. 31 — 39. 
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43. What simple words did he then speak 1 

44. What immediately ensued ? 

45. 46. What effect did this miracle have on 
many of the Jews ? 

Does it not assure us, as mere words could 
not, of the certainty of our own immortality 1 

Has the incident of death any power in itself 
to change the character 1 

Can you not so liye as to render death a bappy 
event 1 

47, 48. After these trsmsactions, what did the 
chief priests and Pharisees do ? 

49 — 52. What did Caiaphas say to them 1 

53. What did the Sanhedrim resolve to do ? 

54. When Jesus knew their designs, to what 
place did he retire with h?.p disciples 1 



LESSON XLIV. 

OK JtBTXTBNXKa TO CUlLILBB, JESUS HBALS TSB ICAK WITH 
THE WmiEBED HAND. — CUBE OF THE BLnn> AMD DT7XB 
DEXONIAa — HOSTZLrnr op the PHABISBBS. -<- THE 
MOTHER AKD BBBIHBEN OP JB8U8 DBBDUi TO SPEAK 
WITH HOC* 

Matthew XII. 

9. When Jesus returned to Galilee, to what 
place did he go ? 

Ans. Probahly to Capernaum. 

10. Whom did he find in the synagogue 1 
What question did the Pharisees ask him 1 
Did they ask it from any kind motive 1 

11. 12. What reply did Jesus make ? 

13. What did he then say to the sick man 1 
13 
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24. What did Martha understand him to mean? 

25, 26. What sublime declaration did Jesus 
then make to her 1 

What do you understand by the words, " Who- 
soever liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die " ? 

27. Did Martha believe Jesus to be indeed 
the Christ 1 

28. What did she then do 1 

29. Did Mary immediately go to Jesus ? 

30. Where did he still remain ? 

31. When she arose quickly, where <tid her 
Mends suppose that she had gone ? Did they 
accompany her ? 

. 82. What were Mary's first words when she 
saw Jesus 1 

33 — 36. How was Jesus affected when he saw 
their grief? 

Have we not here a touching instance of his 
entire sympathy with human sorrow and be- 
reavement ? 

37. What remark did some of the Jews make, 
when they saw Jesus weeping ? 

38. In what kind of a grave was the body of 
Lazarus laid ? 

Are there any instances mentioned in the Old 
Testament, in which caves were used as places 
of burial? Gen. xxiii. 19, 20. 

89. What did Jesus command some of the 
people to do ? 

40. When Martha objected to having the 
stone removed, what did Jesus say to her ? 

41, 42. WiU you repeat the prayer which he 
then offered ? 
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43. What simple words did he then speak 1 

44. What immediately ensued ? 

45. 46. What effect did this miracle have on 
many of the Jews 1 

Does it not assure us, as mere words could 
not, of the certainty of our own immortality 1 

Has the incident of death any power in itself 
to change the character 1 

Can you not so liye as to render death a happy 
event 1 

47, 48. Alter these transactions, what did the 
(shief priests and Pharisees do ? 

49 — 52. What did Caiaphas say to them ? 

53. What did the Sanhedrim resolve to do ? 

54. When Jesus knew their designs, to what 
place did he retire with hfp disciples 1 



LESSON XLIV. 

ON XBIUBNIirO TO OALZLBB, JESUS HBAIA TEB MAK WITH 
THB WITHXBBD HAND. — OUSE OF TKB BLim) AMD DUXB 
DBMONIAa — HOSTILITT OP THB FHABI8SB8. -— THE 
MOIHBB AKD BBETHBBN 07 JBBUB DflSDUt TO 8FBAK 
WITH HDC 

Maithbw XU. 

9. When Jesus returned to Qalilee, to what 
place did he go 1 

Ana, Probably to Capernaum. 

10. Whom did he find in the synagogue 1 
What question did the Pharisees ask him 1 
Did they ask it from any kind motive 1 

11. 12. What reply did Jesus make 1 

13. What did he then say to the sick man 1 
13 



144 LOBSOV aun. — jTohn xx. 

24. What did Martha underotand Mm to mean? 

25, 26. What sublime declaration did Jesus 
then make to her 1 

What do you understand by the words, " Who- 
soever livetihi and believeth in me shall never 
die"? 

27. Did Martha believe Jesus to be indeed 
the Christ ? 

28. What did she then do ? 

29. Did Mary immediately go to Jesus ? 
80. Where did he still remain ? 

31. When she arose quickly, where did her 
Meiids suppose that she had gone ? Did they 
accompany her ? 

. 82. What were Mary's first words when she 
saw Jesus ? 

33 — 36. How was Jesus affected when he saw 
their grief? 

Have we not here a touching instance of his 
entire sympathy with human sorrow and be- 
reavement ? 

37. What remark did some of the Jews make, 
when they saw Jesus weeping ? 

38. In what kind of a grave was the body of 
Lazarus laid ? 

Are there any instances mentioned in the Old 
Testament, in which caves were used as places 
of burial ? Gen. xxiii. 19, 20. 

89. What did Jesus command some of the 
people to do ? 

40. When Martha objected to having the 
stone removed, what did Jesus say to her ? 

41, 42. WiU you repeat the prayer which he 
then offered ? 
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43. What simple words did he then speak 1 

44. What immediately ensued 1 

45. 46. What effect did this miracle haye on 
many of the Jews 1 

Does it not assure us, as mere words could 
not, of the certainty of our own immortality 1 

Has the incident of death any power in itself 
to change the character 1 

Can you not so live as to render death a bappy 
event 1 

47, 48. After these transactions, what did the 
chief priests and Pharisees do ? 

49 — 52. What did Caiaphas say to them ? 

53. What did the Sanhedrim resolve to do ? 

54. When Jesus knew their designs, to what 
place did he retire with hfp disciples ? 
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OH BBiuBimra to oazjlbb, jbstts tceaia tub mak with 

THE WITHBBED HAND. — CT7BB OF THB BUNS AMD DUXB 
DBMOHIAa — HOSTZLITT OF THB PHAHZSBB8. — - THB 
MOTHBB AHD BBETHBBN OF /B8UB DB8IBB TO SFBAH 
WITH HDf* 

maithbw zn. 

9. When Jesus returned to Galilee, to what 
place did he go 1 

Ans, Probably to Capernaum. 

10. Whom did he find in the synagogue ? 
What question did the Pharisees ask him 1 
Did they ask it from any kind motive 1 

11. 12. What reply did Jesus make ? 

13. What did he then say to the sick man 7 
13 
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24. What did Martha understand him to meant 

25, 26. What sublime declaration did Jesus 
then make to her 1 

What do you understand by the words, " Who- 
soever livel^ and believeth in me shall never 
die " ? 

27. Did Martha believe Jesus to be indeed 
the Christ ? 

28. What did she then do 1 

29. Did Mary immediately go to Jesus ? 
80. Where did he still remain 1 

31. When she arose quickly, where did her 
Meilds suppose that she had gone ? Did they 
accompany her ? 

. 82. What were Mary's first words when she 
saw Jesus ? 

33 — 36. How was Jesus affected when he saw 
their grief? 

Have we not here a touching instance of his 
entire sympathy with human sorrow and be- 
reavement ? 

37. What remark did some of the Jews make, 
when they saw Jesus weeping 1 

38. In what kind of a grave was the body of 
Lazarus laid 1 

Are there any instances mentioned in the Old 
Testament, in which caves were used as places 
of burial? Gen. xxiii. 19, 20. 

89. What did Jesus command some of the 
people to do ? 

40. When Martha objected to having the 
stone removed, what did Jesus say to her 1 

41, 42. Will you repeat the prayer which he 
then oiSered ? 
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43. What simple words did he then speak 1 

44. What immediately ensued ? 

45. 46. What effect did this miracle haye on 
many of the Jews 1 

Does it not assure us, as mere words could 
not, of the certainty of our own immortality ? 

Has the incident of death any power in itself 
to change the character 1 

Can you not so liye as to render death a happy 
event 1 

47, 48. After these transactions, what did the 
chief priests and Pharisees do 1 

49 — 52. What did Caiaphas say to them 1 

53. What did the Sanhedrim resolve to do ? 

54. When Jesus knew their designs, to what 
place did he retire with hiF disciples 1 



LESSON XLIV. 

OK XSTUBMINO TO OAULmi, JBSUS HBALB THB ICAN WITH 
THB WITHXSED SAND. — CT7BB OF THB BUND AND DUMB 
DBXONUa — HOSTZUTT OP THB PBABI8BB8. — TEX 
MOXHBB AKD BBETHBBN OP JB8UB DBBBX TO SPEAX 
WITH HDC 

maiihbw zn. 

9. When Jesus returned to Galilee, to what 
place did he go ? 

Ans. Probably to Capernaum. 

10. Whom did he find in the synagogue 1 
What question did the Pharisees ask him 1 
Did they ask it from any kind motive ? 

11. 12. What reply did Jesus make t 

13. What did he then say to the sick man ? 
13 
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24. What did Martha understand him to mean? 

25, 26. What sublime declaration did Jesus 
then make to her 1 

What do you understand by the words, " Wh.o- 
soever livel^ and believeth in me shall never 
die " ? 

27. Did Martha believe Jesus to be indeed 
the Christ ? 

28. What did she then do 1 

29. Did Mary inmiediately go to Jesus ? 
80. Where did he still remain ? 

31. When she arose quickly, where did her 
MeiidB suppose that she had gone 1 Did they 
accompany her ? 

. 32. What were Mary's first words when she 
saw Jesus ? 

33 — 36. How was Jesus affected when he saw 
their grief? 

Have we not here a touching instance of his 
entire sympathy with human sorrow and be- 
reavement ? 

37. What remark did some of the Jews make, 
when they saw Jesus weeping ? 

38. In what kind of a grave was the body of 
Lazarus laid ? 

Are there any instances mentioned in the Old 
Testament, in which caves were used as places 
of burial? Gen. xxiii. 19, 20. 

39. What did Jesus command some of the 
people to do ? 

40. When Martha objected to having the 
stone removed, what did Jesus say to her ? 

41. 42. Will you repeat the prayer which he 
then offered ? 
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43. What simple words did he then speak ? 

44. What immediately ensued 1 

45. 46. What effect did this miracle haye on 
many of the Jews 1 

Does it not assure us, as mere words could 
not, of the certainty of our own immortality 1 

Has the incident of death any power in itself 
to change the character ? 

Can you not so live as to render death a happy 
event 1 

47, 48. Alter these transactions, what did the 
chief priests and Pharisees do 1 

49 — 52. What did Caiaphas say to them 1 

53. What did the Sanhedrim resolye to do ? 

54. When Jesus knew their designs, to what 
place did he retire with hff disciples 1 



LESSON XLIV. 

OJT XBTUBIOKO TO QALIUBB, JESUS HBALS TBB ICAK WITH 
THE WITHBSBD BAND. — CUBE OP THE BUin) AXJ) DTTICB 
DEXOMIAa — HOSTILrnr of the PHJJUSSBS. •— THE 
MOTHER AKD BBBTHBBK OP JESUS DBSZBE TO SPEAK 
WITH HDC* 

Matthew ah. 

9. When Jesus returned to Qalilee, to what 
place did he go 1 

Ans, Probably to Capernaum. 

10. Whom did he find in the synagogue ? 
What question did the Pharisees ask him 1 
Did they ask it from any kind motive ? 

11. 12. What reply did Jesus make 1 

13. What did he then say to the sick man ? 
13 
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14. After witnessing this miracle of mercy, 
what did the Pharisees determine to do ? See 
Mark iii. 6.* 

15. When Jesus knew this, where did he go ? 
Mark iii. 7. 

What persons followed him 1 Mark iii. 7, 8. 

What did he request his disciples to do? 
Mark iii. 9. 

15, 16. How was he occupied meanwhile? 
Mark iii. 10—12. 

17, 21. What prophecy of Isaiah was ful- 
filled in the life and character of Jesus ? Isa. 
xlii. 1—4. t 

After performing these many acts of mercy, 
where did he go ? 

Ans. To the house in Capernaum, in which 
he commonly resided. See Mark iii. 19. 

How was the conduct of Jesus regarded by 
his relatives ? X Mark iii. 20, 21. 

* « The Herodians." This appellatioxi probably ineludefl 
all those, who, estranged from the more inveterate Judaism of 
t^e nation, and having, in some degree, adopted (Grecian habits 
and opinions, considered the peace of the country best seonred 
by the government of the descendants of Herod, with the sano- 
tion, and under the protection, of Bome. They were the fo- 
reign faction, and as such, in general, in direct opposition to the 
Pharisaic or national party. — 3Slman's JSittory of Cknttimmiy. 

t « Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloTed, 
In whom my soul is well pleased. I will put my spirit upcm 
him, and he shall show justice to all naUons. He shall not 
strive nor cry, neither shall any man hear his voice in the 
streets. An easily-broken reed shall he not break, and an 
expiring lamp shall he not quench, until rijg^teousness shaU 
be fuUy established, and aU pations put their trust in Him.'* 

X " Beside himself." The friends of Jesus were perhaps 
alarmed for his personal safety in such an immenfe orowd, 
or deemed him over-sealous in his deeds of kindness uid 
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22. Will you relate the cure of the blind and 
dumb demoniac 1 

23. How were the people affected by these 
wonderful displays of power ? 

24. What did the Pharisees say on witness- 
ing the divine power of Jesus ? 

25 — 34. Will you read the reply which Jesus 
made to them 1 * 

Why did he speak these words ? Mark iii. 30. 

35. Whence do all good and evil words and 
deeds proceed 1 

86, 37. What did Jesus say of " every idle 
word that men shall speak " 1 

What is the meaning of idle, as here used ? 

Ans, Mischievous, false, pernicious, or tending 
to injure the happiness or spiritual welfare of 
others. 

38. What did the Scribes and Pharisees desire 
of Jesus 1 

39, 40. What was the only sign which he 
said should be given them ? 

Will you give some account of Jonah 1 Read 
the Book of Jonah. 

41. What is said of the men of Nineveh ? 

Where was this city ? 

Ans. It was the capital of Assyria, situated 
on the banks of the Tigris, and was one of the 
most ancient cities in the world. ^ Gen. x. 1 1 . 

mercy, and fearing, probably, the political effects of this po- 
pular excitement, they sought to restrain him; and, with an 
exaggeration not uncommon, exclaimed, " He is beside him- 
self." The Scribes from Jerusalem caught up the words, and 
used them for their own malignant purposes. 

* For an explanation of Htua passage, see ** liyermoro'f 
Commentaries," toI. i. pages 166 — 171. 
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Will you give some account of its history ? * 
42. What is said of the Queen of the South 1 
Will you give some account of her visit to 

Solomon 1 1 Kings x. 1 — 13. 

43-— 45. Will you read the words in which 

Jesus closes his address to the Senbes and 

Pharisees 1 f 

46. While he was yet addressing the multi- 
tude, who came, desiring to speak with him ? 

47. What did one of the people say to him ? 
48 — 50. What reply did Jesus make ? 
What is the only test which Jesus here pro- 
poses as a bond of kindred with himself? 

Ans, The doing of the will of God. Eefer to 
John xiv. 21 ; xv. 12 — 14. 

Ought we not, as Christians, to cultivate a 
close and intimate tmion with Christ? John 
XV. 4, 5. 

How can we best cultivate this union 1 

Ans, By striving to obey his teachings, by 
meditating upon his character and life, and by 
prayer ; seeking to bring our spirits into an ever 
closer harmony of thought and purpose with 
his. 

What were Paul's sentiments toward Christ ? 
Phil. iii. 7—12. 

LVKB X£. 

37. Who requested Jesus to dine with him ? 

38. How did the Pharisee regard the conduct 
of Jesus I 

* See «< Bollm'8 Anoientmstoiy," book in. dutps. 1, 2» 3; 
also « Layard's Nineveh." 

t Th« teacher is refeired to ** IdTermore's Oommentaries/* 
^« i* p«ge 174. 
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39 — 48. Will you read the words which Jesiu 
addressed to the Pharisees and lawyers, reproT- 
ing them for their pride and hypocrisy 1 

49 — 51. What farther is said of the manner 
in which they would treat the apostles and pro- 
phets 1 

52. What is said of the lawyers 1 

What do you understand by the ''key of 
knowledge " ? 

Arts. At one period, among the ceremonies of 
conferring degrees on the pupils of the Jewish 
schools, was that of presenting a key, to signify 
that he who received it was then fitted to open 
the treasures of knowledge to others. 

53, 54. What is said of the conduct of the 
Scribes and Pharisees toward Jesus ? * 

Do not these incidents lead us to regard in a 
still higher light the perfect forbearance and 
forgiveness of Jesus ? 



LESSON XLV. 

PA&ABLB OF THB 80WBB, ASD OP THB WHBAT AMD TABBf. 

• Matchbw xin. 

1. Where was Jesus when he delivered the 
parable of the sower ? 

* "The spirit and purpoBe of the enemies of Ohristare here 
distinctly displayed. All the circumstances well suit this period 
of his ministry, when the Sanhedrim had already resolved to 
pat him to death, and when Scrihes had come from Jemsalem 
obviously to watch hun, and to thwart his influenoe. The 
Pharisee, at whose house he now was, appears to have invited 
him in older to promote such purposes ; and the severity of our 
Lord's language aooorde with the oooasion." — Carpenter. 

13* 
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What sea is liere meaat ? 
Ans, The Sea of Galilee ; as in the last lesson 
we read of his being at Capernaum, which is 
situated upon this sea. 

2. Where were the multitudes whom he ad- 
dressed 1 

3 — 8. Win you repeat the parable of the 
sower ? 

9. What is the meaning of the words, '' He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear " T 

Ans. It was a mode of expression often emt- 
ployed by our Saviour, in order to draw particu- 
lax attention to his instructions. 

Is it not probable that he was led to make use 
of the imagery of this parable, &om seeing the 
husbandmen at work in the fidds near the shore t 

11«— 13. What reply did Jesus make, when 
his disciples asked why he tau^t in parables ? * 
Refer to Mark iv. 10. 

WTiat is the meaning of the twelfth verse 1 

Ans. That to him who improves that which 
he has, more shall be given ; but to him who 
wastes his opportunities and talents, however 
small they may seem, even that which he hath 
shall be taken from him, that is, will be lost 
through his own neglect. 

Why do you suppose that Jesus used this 
mode of address ? 

Ans, In order to attract the attention of the 
multitude ; for, though they had witnessed so 
many of his wonderful works, but few of them 
believed on him. 

14, 15. Will you read the prophecy of Isaiah, 
* JfyaCariM, thiiigt not Ikforo kaoim. 
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whicli Jesus said was fulfilled by the Jews 1 Isa. 
vi. 9, 10. 

16, 17. What did he then say to his disci- 
ples ? 

Who is represented by the sower in thiA pa- 
rable ? 

What does Chxist signify by the seed 1 Luke 
viii. 11. 

What, by the field, or the soil in which it is 
sown? 

Ans. The heart of man. 

19. What do you understand by the seed 
which ML by the way-side ? 

What class of persons does this represent ? 

A»8. The indifferent and careless ; those who 
receive good instruction, but take no pains to 
remember what they have received. 

What do you understand by **the 'wicked 
one," who taketh away that which was sown ? 

Ans. Those temptations, passions, and evil 
thoughts and desires, which, if yielded to, de- 
stroy the better feelings and higher purposes of 
tbe soul. 

20, 21. What does the seed that fell upon 
stony places signify ? 

What class of persons is here represented 7 
. Am. Those who are willing to believe and to 
act right, when the path of duty is smooth and 
easy ; but who, when trials or ^ificulties arise, 
forget their " high calling." They act mainly 
from impulse and feeling, and are often selfish 
and inconsistent ; having no firm foundation of 
prtneiph^ upon which to build a truly Christiaii 
character. « 
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22. What class is represented by the seed that 
fell among the thorns 1 

Ans. The worldly-minded; those who love 
pleasure, business, money, or worldly distinc- 
tions, more than they love God and spiritual trea- 
sures. 

23. What persons are represented by the seed 
that fell upon good ground ? 

If there is the sincere aim and purpose to lead 
a Christian life, will it not be accepted by God, 
though we may often fedl in our good resolu- 
tions 1 

How can we best keep such resolutions ? 

Ans. By watchfulness and prayer. 

What kind of fruit will the true Christian 
bear ? John xv. 8. Gal. v. 22, 23. 

We have seen that there are four classes of 
person^ represented in this parable: to which 
do you feel that you belong 1 

To which do you sincerely wish to belong 1 

Will not your only true happiness, in life and 
in death, depend upon the consciousness of 
haying improved your talents and opportunities, 
and of having, in some humble measure, con- 
tributed to the good of others 1 

If you have not commenced to lead such a life, 
what should be your earnest prayer and resolu- 
tion? 

24—30. Will you repeat the parable of the 
wheat and the tares 1 

What are the tares here referred to 1 

An8. They are weeds that infested the fields 
of grain, resembling wheat in appearance, but 
bearing no fruit. 
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36. Did the disciples understand this para- 
ble 1 

37. Who is represented by the man who sowed 
the good seed ? 

88. Whom do the wheat and the tares repre- 
sent? 

39. What is meant by the harvest and the 
reapers ? 

40—43. What will then become of the wheat 
and the tares ? 

What do you understand by the forty- 
second verse 1 

Ans, The language here used is figurative, 
implying that future punishment awaits the 
wicked and impenitent ; and the image of fire 
was naturally suggested by its having just been 
said that the tares, which represented the wicked, 
were cast into the fire. 

Will you repeat the solemn words of the 
apostle John relative to a future retribution? 
Rev. XX. 12 — 15. 

What is the meaning of ** the second 
death " ? 

Ans, The death of the soul. 

What does Daniel say of the future state 
of the righteous and the wicked? Dan. xii. 
2, 3. 

What, then, is one great lesson to be learned 
fifom this parable ? 

Ans. That there will be a future retribution, 
a spiritual harvest-time, when there will be a 
separation between the good and the wicked. 
John V. 28, 29. 
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LESSON XLVI. 

PASABLB OF THE OBOWIKa GRAIN, — OP THE MUSTABD- 

8bbd, — of the lbaven»— of the hidden tbsabubs, — 
of the feabl dp o&eat phice, — and of the net. 

Matthew XTTT. 

Will you repeat the parable of the growing 
grain ? Mark iv. 26—29. 

What do you understand by the kingdom of 
Godi 

Ans. God's method of implanting Christian- 
ity in the hearts of mankind. 

Can you describe the growth of grain t 

Is not the growth of the Christian character, 
like the growth of grain, gradual 1 

What should be our chief aim 1 

Ans. To make our hearts like the good soil, 
so that they may receive the seeds of religious 
instruction and holy influence. 

What, then, is of the greatest importance 1 

Ans, To begin in earnest, and to determine that 
we will form a religious or Christian character. 

Should not our characters improve day by 
day, just as the grain is every day growing riper 
and riper? Phil. iii. 13, 14. 1 Pet. i. 15, 16. 
2 Pet. iii. 14. 

Do you feel that from week to week, and from 
month to month, you are becoming more gen- 
tle, obedient, humble, truthful, and forbear- 
ing ? 

31, 32. Will you repeat the parable of the 
mustard-seed ? 
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Is the plant here referred to, the same as that 
80 called among us ? 

Ans, It is not, but is a large shrub, growing 
in eastern countries, which lives severid years, 
yet bears a very small seed. 

What is the meaning of this parable ? 

Can you show how the progress of Christian- 
ity is like the growth of the mustard-plant 1 

When the twelve apostles were first sent forth 
to preach the gospel of Jesus, would any one 
have supposed that Christianity was destined to 
overthrow the religions of the Roman empire, 
and ultimately to become the religion of the 
whole world ? 

What was the state of religion in the Boman 
empire at the time of Christ 1 * 

Can you give some account of the establish- 
ment of Christianity in the Roman empire ? f 

Does not this parable, like that of the grow- 
ing grain, teach us that the progress of truth is 
gradual ? 

How can you apply this parable to your own 
character 1 

Ans. It teaches me that I ought daily to im- 
prove in goodness and holiness, as the mustard- 
plant daily grows in size from the diminutive 
seed. 

33. Will you repeat the parable of the 
leaven 1 

* See *< Qibbon'8 Decline and Fall of the Bonurn Ibupire," 
chaps. XX. xxi. xxyii. xxyiii. ; alBO *' MUman's HiBtoiy of 
Christianitj." 

t " See Tytler'B Uniyersal Hi8tory,»»l)0ok v. chap, iv.; also 
" Mihnan's Histozy of Christianity." 
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What is leaven 1 

Ans, It is the substance commonly called 
yeast, used in raising dough for bread. 

How much were three measures 7 

Ans. Four pecks and a half. 

Why is this particular quantity mentioned ? 

Ans. Because it was the quantity commonly 
kneaded at one time. See Gen. zviii. 6. 

How was bread baked among the Jewsl Gen.' 
xyiii. 6. Lev. ii. 4. 1 Kings xix. 6. 

Why is the gospel like leaven 1 

Ans. Because as the leaven gradually difiEiises 
its influence throughout the dough, so does the 
gospel go on spreading gradually throughout the 
world, changing the hearts and lives of men 
from sin to holiness. 

Has not this parable also an individual appli- 
cation? 

Ans. It has ; showing that Christianity ought 
to pervade the whole nature of man, control his 
feelings, spiritualize his tastes, and make him in 
heart and life a sincere follower of Jesus. 

Can you do any thing to hasten the time when 
the kingdom of heaven shall be fiilly estab- 
lished 1 

Ans. 1 can, by being a true Christian my- 
self, and showing forth the beauty of holine^ 
in my own life and character. 

44. To what else does Jesus compare the 
kingdom of heaven ? 

What is intimated by the man's being willing 
to part with all his property for the sake of 
securing this treasure ? 
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45, 46. Will you repeat the parable of the 
pearl of great price 1 

What are pearls 1 
" Ans. They are precious substances obtained 
from the shell of a species of oyster. 

Where are they found, and how are they ob- 
tained t * 

What do this and the preceding parable 
teach us 1 

Ans. That the gospel of Christ is of more 
Talue than the costliest pearl ; and that his re- 
ligion is a priceless treasure, to be earnestly 
sought and dearly cherished, even though it be 
by the sacrifice of the most valuable worldly 
possessions. 

Of what passage of Scripture are we reminded 
by this parable 1 Prov. iii. 13 — 18. 

47, 48. Will you repeat the parable of the 
netl 

49, 50. What explanation did Jesus give of 
this parable 1 

Was there any circumstance that probably 
snggested this parable to the mind of Jesus t 

Ans. He was addressing the multitude from 
a little vessel near the shore (verse 2), probably 
within sight of the nets spread out by the fish- 
ermen to dry. 

Does not this parable, like that of the wheat 
and the tares, teach us that there will be a 
separation of the wicked from the good 1 

51. When Jesus had finished these parables, 
what question did he ask his disciples T What 
did they reply 1 

* See Eaojolopftdia Amerioana, Tol. iz. page 673. 
14 
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52. In what words did Ixe conclude bis in- 
structions ? 

What is the meaning of the word Scribe, as 
here used ? 

Ans, A teacher. 

Why is he compared to a householder 1 

iln«. ' Because he should be thoroughly fur- 
nished with spiritual knowledge, as the house- 
holder is with the means of worldly sustenance 
and comfort. 



LESSON XLVn. 

JE8U8 AOAUT YTBITS NAZABETH. — PARABLE OF THB MAN 
WITH MANT GOODS, — OF THB MA8TEB AND HIS 8BBp 

VANTS. 

Matthbw XTTT. Lukb Xn. 

Matt. xiii. 53, 54. When Jesus had finished 
these parables, where did he go ? 

What place is meant by his own country? 
Luke iv. 16. 

How did he employ himself there ? 

How were the people affected by his teach- 
ings? 

'55, 56. In what words did they express their 
astonishment ? 

57. Were they ready to acknowledge his 
divine claims ? 

What reply did Jesus make to them ? 

58. Did he perform many miracles there? 
Mark yi. 5. 



PASABLB 01* THB BICH MAN. 159 

How did he regard the unbelief of his country- 
men ? Mark yi. 6. 

How was he employed in that neighborhood 1 
Mark vi. 6. 

LuKB xn. 

13. What did one of the company who had 
gathered around him say to him ? 

Why do you suppose that he made this re- 
quest 1 

Ans. Because he observed the authority with 
which Jesus taught, and imagined that he would 
interfere to secure to him his portion of the inhe- 
ritance or property. 

14, 15. What reply did Jesus make ? 

Is it not probable from this reply, that Jesus 
knew the man to be too much attached to world- 
ly riches 1 

What else does he imply in this verse ? 

Ans. That his office was not a civil one, re- 
lating to the division of property, but that he 
came expressly as a religious teacher. 

What is the meaning of covetousness ? 

Ans, An inordinate love of worldly goods 1 

16 — 21. Will you repeat the parable of the 
rich man ? ' 

What great lesson may you learn from this 
parable ? 

Ans. That mere worldly wealth, or an abun** 
dance of the good things of this life, cannot of 
itself ' confer happiness, and cannot go with us 
to another world ; but that the only true, endu- 
ring wealth is that of the heart and character, 
which death cannot take from us. 
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What other lessoa may you learn 1 

Ans. The uncertainty of life, and of all 
earthly plans and hopes. 

May not wealth be so used as to be made a 
means of spiritual growth and adyancement ? 

Ans, It may ; for it can be used for the good 
of others, in acts of kindness, beneyolence, and 
charity. 

Must not the approach of death, to the rich 
man who has used his wealth for merely selfish 
purposes, bring fear and dread ? 

How will it be with him who has consecrated 
his possessions to the good of his fellow-men, — 
who has used his wealth as a stewardship £rom 
God? 

22 — 34. Will you read again the words of 
Jesus, respecting inordinate anxiety, which we 
have already studied in Matthew's Gospel, in the 
Sermon on the Mount 1 Matt. vi. 24 — 34. 

35 — 39. Will you repeat the parable of the 
master and his servants 1 * 

What account can you give of the manner of 
conducting an Eastern wedding 1 f 

What do you understand by the different 
watches of the night 1 

40. What personal application does Jesus 
make of this parable? 



* *' He would haye watched, and not haye suffered his house 
to be broken tlatmgh," The walls of the houses in the East 
were made of clay or unbnrnt bricks, and there was no en- 
trance from without but by the door; henoe, brokm tknmgk 
giyes the correct idea, yis. that of working a passage through 
the wall. So also in Matt. yi. 19. — Carpenter, 

t See « Jahn's BibUcal Arohnology," sect. 164. 
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What is here signified by the coming of the 
Son of man ? 

Ans, Some have supposed it to refer to that 
period of national calamity and suffering when 
Jerusalem was taken and destroyed by the Ro- 
man army, under the command of Titus. Others 
suppose that it refers to the hour of death. 

Have not these words a solemn, personal ap- 
plication 1 

Ans. They have ; teaching us that we should 
ever be prepared for the hour of death, which 
comes to so many unexpectedly, and at a time 
when they think not. 

41. What question did Peter ask Jesus ? 

42 — 46. What was his reply 1 

47. What is said of the unfaithful servant 1 

48. What of him who knew not his lord's 
will, but committed things worthy of stripes ? 

48. What important lesson does Jesus teach 
in this parable ? 

Shall we not all be judged according to our 
various opportunities? If you have striven faith- 
fully to improve these, will death seem a fearful 
event 1 

Are you striving, earnestly and diligently, so 
to improve them ? 



LESSON XLVm. 

PASABLB OP THE BABSEN PIG-TBEB. — THB IMPXBM WO« 
MAN HBALBO JN THB 8TNAaoOT7B ON THB 8ABBATH. 

ltob xm. 

1. What did some of the persons who were 
with Jesus tell him ? 
14* 
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Who was Pilate ? 

Ans. He was the governor of Judea, appointed 
by the Roman emperor, as the Jews were at this 
time subject to the Romans. 

Was this act in accordance with his general 
character ? 

2 — 5. What reply did Jesus make to them 1 

Where was the tower of Siloam 1 

Ans, It was probably built over the pool of 
Siloam at Jerusalem. See John ix. 7. 

What important lesson does Jesus conyey in 
these words ? 

Ans. That suffering and trial in this present 
Hfe are not a proof of wickedness or a criterion 
of character ; but that, unless we repent of our 
sins, we shall surely meet with a judgment from 
God upon our souls ; for each one must give 
account of himself unto God. 

6—9. Will you repeat the parable of the bar- 
ren fig-tree 1 

Can you give some description of this tree 1 * 

Who is represented by the man who planted 
the fig-tree ? 

What nation is intended by the tree ? 

Why was this language applicable to the Jews 
as a nation ? 

Ans. Because, in general, they had become 
debased and corrupt in their lives, and hypocri- 
tical in their religion, and had refused to receive 
Jesus as the divine messenger from God, sent to 
be the Saviour of the world. 

Have not these words also an individual ap- 
plication for us ? 

* See « Enoyolopndift Affleriouifty** yd. ▼. p. 116. 
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Ans. They have ; teaching us, that, unless we 
improve our manifold privileges, and bear in our 
daily lives and characters the fruits of Christian 
love and goodness, we shall be regarded by God 
as mere cumberers of the ground. 

10 — 13. What incident occurred as Jesus was 
teaching in one of the synagogues on the sab- 
bath? 

14. What did the ruler of the synagogue say, 
when he witnessed this kind act ? 

Who was the ruler of the synagogue ? 

Ans, He was the person who preijided over the 
assembly, and who invited readers and speakers, 
unless persons, who were acceptable, voluntarily 
offered to conduct the services. Mark v, 22. 
Acts xiii. 15. 

Did his words arise from any true feeling of 
benevolence, or regard for the sacredness of the 
sabbath 1 

15, 16. What reply did Jesus make to him 1 * 
1 7. How were the people affected by his words 

and miracles ? 

• 

* " Whom Satftn hath bound," i. e. " who has been disabled 
by her disorder, which was attributed by the superstition of the 
times to Satan, and thus spoken of by our Saviour, who used 
the popular phraseology." 
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SECTION VII. 

Frwn the OenercU Reium of the Ttoelve Apostles to our 
LortTs Departure from GcUUee* 



LESSON XLIX. 

▲OOOUNT OF THB DEATH OF JOBXt THE BAPTX8T. •— THE 
APOSTLES BEJOIN JESUS. — lOBACLE OF THB LOATBB. — 
OTX THE FOLLOWING NIQHT, JESUS WALKS XTPON THB 
SEA ; AND, ON THB NEXT DAT» HEALS THB SICK IN THB 
LAND OF GENNBSABETH. 

Matthbw XIV. 

1,2. When Herod the tetrarch heard of the 
fame of Jesus, what did he say to his seryants 
or courtiers ? Mark vi. 14 — 16. 

Which Herod was this 1 

Ans. It was Herod Antipas, the son of Herod 
the Great, who governed the provinces of Gali- 
lee and Perea. Luke iii. 1. 

Why was he called the Tetrarch ? See Jn* 
troductory Lesson, Part II. Ques. 6. 

Will you give some account of his life 1 * 

Where was Herod at this time ? 

Ans, He was probably at Machaerus, where 
John was imprisoned. 

3, 4. Why had Herod put John in prison 1 

Was not the wife of Herod living at this 
time 1 

• Set <« BoUnson*! Oalmet,** pi^e 76. 
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Ans, She was ; and was the daughter of Axe- 
tas, king of Arabia. 

5. How was John regarded by the multitude 
of the people 1 

How was he regarded by Herod 1 Mark vi. 20 . 

We read that Herod feared John : may not 
tkis remind us of the feelings of Ahab towards 
Elijah, when that prophet reproved him for his 
wickedness ? 1 Kings xxi. 

Will you give an account of the death of 
Ahab ? 1 Kings xxii. 

6. What took place on Herod's birthday 1 
Was it not customary for kings and princes 

to celebrate their birthdays with great magni- 
ficence ? 

Will you mention an instance of the kind re- 
lated in the Old Testament 1 Gen. xl. 20. 

Was it not an act of condescension for one in 
the station of Herodias to appear before the 
company 1 

Will you give an account of the royal feast 
of Ahasuerus, when Vashti, the queen, refused 
to appear at the king's command 1 Esther i. 

Relate, in your own words, the history of 
Esther, and of Haman and Mordecai. Head 
the remainder of the Book of Esther. 

7. What rash promise did Herod make to 
Salome, the daughter of Herodias ? 

Was he bound to keep such an oath 1 
Will you give an account of Jepthah's rash 
vow ? Judg. xi. 29 — 40. 

8. What did Salome ask of Herod t 

What must have been her character in order 
for her to have made such a request 1 
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Is it not probable that she was instigated by 
her mother to make it 1 See Mark vi. 19, 24. 

9 — 11. Did Herod comply with her request 1 

What is a charger ? 

Ans. A large platter or dish. It was some- 
times customary for rulers and kings to require 
the heads of their victims to be brought to 
them after execution, as a proof that it had 
been performed, and to indulge their spirit of 
personal revenge. 

12. What (Ud the disciples of John do when 
they heard of his death 1 

Did the apostles at this time rejoin Jesus 1* 
Mark vi. 30. 

13. When Jesus heard of the death of John, 
what did he do ? Mark vi. 31, 32. 

Did the multitudes still follow him ? 

What desert place, or rather uncultivated 
region, is here referred to t 

Ans. Probably a spot near Bethsaida,t in 
Philip's dominions. 

14. When Jesus left the vessel, and saw the 
great multitude that had followed him, what 
were his feelings toward them? 



* ** The inteUigenee of the death of John the Baptist oanaed 
those apostles who had not yet rejoined Jesns to return to 
him. Herod's return to Galilee occasioned Jesus to spend the 
principal part of the interval before his final journey to 
Jerusalem, either in the dominions of Philip, east of the 
Jordan, or in Gtalilee Superior, at a distance from Herod's 
court at Tiberias, and where he could easily withdraw £ram 
his jurisdiction." — Carpenter. 

t This was the more sjicient name. Philip called it Julias. 
Some confound it with Bethsaida of Galilee, which lay on th« 
western shore of the lake. 
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15. When the evening drew near, what did 
his disciples say to him. 1 

16. What answer did Jesus make to this pro- 
posal ? 

17. How many loaves had they 1 

How much did they think would be needed 
to feed such a multitude 1 Mark vi. 37. 

What is the value of a Roman penny, or de- 
narius, in our currency 1 

Ana. Fourteen cents. 

18. 19. What did Jesus then direct them to 
do? 

What did he do before the food was distri- 
buted ? 

20. What was done with the fragments that 
remained ? 

21. How many persons were there who had 
partaken of this food 1 

Did Jesus ever employ his miraculous powers 
simply for his own benefit 1 

Does not his whole life rebuke selfishness 1 
2 Cor. viii. 9. 

Of what wonderful incidents related in the 
Old Testament are you reminded by this mira- 
cle of Jesus 1 1 Kings xvii. 8 — 16. 2 Kings iv. 
1—7, 42—44. 

What did the people conclude after witness- 
ing this miracle? John vi. 14. 

What did they design to do ? John vi. 1 5. 

22. How did Jesus prevent their designs ? * 

* « The people, being conyinoed by tbe loiraele that Jesiu 
wu the expected Mesdah, purposed, under the influence of 
their worldly expectations, to make him a king. Jesus, 
knowing their intentions, and probably expecting that some of 
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To what place did the disciples go t * Mark 
vi. 45. 

23. What did Jesus do when he had dis- 
missed the multitude 1 

What lesson may we learn from the daily and 
constant communion of Jesus with the Father 1 

24 — 32. Will you give, in the words of the 
evangelist, the account of Jesus' walking upon 
the sea 1 

27. What did Jesus say to calm the fears of 
the disciples, when they cried out, saying, ** It 
is a spirit " ? 

What individual traits in Peter's character do 
we see manifested in this narrative 1 

83. How were the disciples affected by this 
miracle 1 

84. When they had passed over the lake, 
where did they land 1 

85. 86. When the people of Qennesaret heard 
that Jesus was among them, what did they do 1 
Mark vi. 55, 56. 

his immediate followers would snpport their views, sent the 
apostles all away to eross ^e lake, while he dismissed the 
mnltitade. He then went up the alining mountain, wUok 
overlooked the lake.*' 

* " This was Bethsaida of GalUee, between whieh and Ob- 
pemaun lay the land of Gennesaret It was the native plaee 
g^*«r; and Mark, who received the chief materials of hit 
^f^ifpfl from Peter, alone mentions it in this oonneotion, — a 
J2*^» '"ideated proof of the truth and authenticity of the 



169 ! 



LESSON L. 

c0nyeb8ati0n op jb8u8 with the jews in the ftyna- 
oooub at cafbbmaum, on the say aptb& the mieaclb 
op the loaves. 

John YI. 

22 — 24. On the next day, when the people 
found that Jesns and his disciples had passed to 
the other side of the lake, what did they do ? 

25. When they had found Jesus, what did 
they say to Mm 1 

26. From what motiye did they seek him ? 

27. What admonition does Jesus give in re- 
plyt 

29. What did he say when they asked what 
they should do " to work the works of God " 1 

30, 31. What further question did they ask ? 
Where are these words written ? Ps. Ixviii. 

24, 25. 

To what did they aHude when they said, 
** Our fathers did eat manna in the desert " ? 
Exod. xvi. 

32, 33. What reply did Jesus make ? 

34. What did they then say to him ? 

Bid they understand the true meaning of his 
words 1 

Compare this passage with John iv. 7 — 1 5. 

35. In what emphatic words does Jesus reveal 
to them his true mission and character 1 

What do you understand by this language T 
Ans. That, as the body is content when its 
physical want? are stipplied, so the soul is satiS'- 
15 
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fied and at peace wken it truly takes Jesus for 
its gn^ide, and receives him as the only Saviour 
and Redeemer. 

86 — 39. In what words does Jesus encourage 
all to come to him ? 

40. What is the will of God revealed through 
Christ? 

41, 42. How were these words . received by 
the Jews 1 

43 — 46. What reply did Jesus make 1 Isa. 
liv. 13. 

What is the meaning of this passage 1 
Ans. That every soul which has received any 
knowledge of God is drawn by the Father to 
Christ ; but that none will come to him, unless 
impressed with a devout regard for the will of 
the Father. 

47. Who does he say hath everlasting life 1 
48 — 58. Will you read the passage in which 
he further illustrates his meaning, in calling 
himself the bread of life 1 

What is the meaning of these words 1 
Ans, That, if we gladly receive the teachings 
of Christ, and welcome into our hearts the in- 
fluences of the divine spirit, revealed and mani- 
fested through him, we shall And spiritual food 
and nourishment, just as from bread we derive 
support for the bodily life. 

What do you understand when Jesus says that 
he will give his flesh for the life of the wQrld 1 

Ans, That he would die upon the cross in 
order to lead men to truth, to holiness, and to 
God; and to give them the fiill assurance of 
the divine pardon upon repentance. 
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Does not this whole passage imply the inti- 
mate union that should ever exist between 
Christ and the individual soul 1 

59. Where was Jesus when he said these 
words ? 

60. What did many of his disciples say after 
listening to his teachings 1 

61 — 65. When Jesus knew that they mur- 
mured at his words, how did he address them 1 

66. What was the result of this interview 1 

67. What did he say to the chosen twelve 1 

68. 69. What emphatic and earnest reply did 
Peter make ? 

Was, not this reply characteristic of Peter's 
ardor, affection, and faith ? 

70. In what words of sad import did Jesus 
answer him t 

71. Of whom did he speak t 

After these events, where did Jesus remain ? 
John viii. 1. 



LESSON U. 

m 

BBOLABATIONS OF JBSUS TO THE 8CBIBE8 AND PHAIII8BB8 
PBOU 7EBU8AI.EM, AND ALSO TO THE PEOPLE AN^ HIS 
DISCIPLES. — CUBE OP THE DAUGHTER OP THE 8TB0- 
PH(ENICIAN WOMAN. — OTHEB MI&ACLES OP HEALINO. 
— JESUS PEEDS THE MULTITUDE. 

Matthew XY. 

1. When Jesus was in Galilee, who came to 
him? 

What do you suppose was the object of these 
Scribes and Pharisees in coming to Jesus ? 
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2. What queation did they afik hka ? 

What do you understand by the " tradiiioBfi 
of the elders " ? * 

3 — 6. What .reply did Jesus make? Mark 
vii. 7—13. 

Will you repeat the camma&dment which is 
here referred to 1 Exod. xx. 12 ; xxi. 17. 

What custom or practice among the Jews is 
here reproved by Jesus 1 

Au8, That, if a ,peraon wished to evade the 
duty of supporting his parents, he might, ac- 
cording to the traditions of .the elders, nomi- 
nally devote his property to the treasury of the 
Lord, or place it in the hands of the priests. 
This property was then regarded as " corban," 
or a gift sacred to God ; and, accordingly, the 
owner was said to be free &om the obUgation 
of supporting his parents. 

7 — 9. What passage from Isaiah does Jesus 
apply to the Jews ? Isa. xxix. 13. 

10, 11. In what words did he then address 
the multitude 1 

12. What did his disciples say to him 1 

13, 14. What was his reply 1 

15. What did Peter then say to Jesus ? 

18 — 20. What did Jesus say were the only 
things that could really defile a man 1 

Should it not be our first and chief aim to 
keep our hearts pure ? 

If we strive to appear well before men, can 
we conceal our true charad;ers from the eye of 
God? 

• S09 « I«vrecm0c«!8 Oommentoiiefl," vol. i. page' 306. 
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Does God judge as man judgetH? 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 

In what beautiful words does David express 
his sense of the constant presence of God 1 Fs. 
cxxxix. 1 — 12. 

If you desire to be like Jesus, what should 
your words ever be ? 

Ans. Gentle, pure, and true. 

21. After uttering these instructions, where 
did Jesus go 1 

Can you give any account of Tyre and Sidon 1 
See Lesson XXXVII. 

22. Who came jbo Jesus for aid 1 

Of what nation was this woman 7 * Mark vii. 
26. 

23. When Jesus took no notice of her re- 
quest, what did the disciples say to him 1 

24—26. What did he reply 1 

Was not the language here used expressive 
of the sentiments of the disciples and the mul- 
titude, rather than of the feelings of Jesus ? 

May we not infer this from finding that the 
words aiid manner of Jesus were such as not to 
intimidate, but to encourage, the woman ? Ver. 
25. 

27. What reply, expressive of Jier faith and 
humility, did she make ? 

* Palestine was fonnerly called Canaan; and perliaps she 
was a descendant of the ancient Canaanites. By Mark, how- 
ever, she is called ** a Greek, a Syrophoenician by nation." 
«( This comitry had been conquered and governed by the Greeks 
under Alexander the Great. Besides, tiie Jews gave the 
name of Ghreeks to all who belonged not to their own nation. 
The region in which Tyre and Sidon were situated was called 
Phoenicia, and was included in the more general name of 
Syria. Hence the inhabitants were Syrophoenidans, as dis- 
tinguiflhed from the Phoenicianaof Libya, or Carthaginians.*' 

15* 



174 LESSON JUL. — MAST. XT. 

28. How did Jesus reward lier faith 1 

Did he not effect his true purpose by exhibit- 
ing the humble faith of the woman to Ms dis- 
ciples ; thus rebuking them for their national 
pride, and want of true sympathy and love 1 

29. After leaving this region, where did Jesus 
go? Mark vii. 31. 

On which side of the -Sea of Galilee is Deca- 
polis 1 

80, 31. What new miaracles of love did he 
perform in this place 1 

Will you relate the cure of the man who was 
deaf, and had an impediment in his speech ? * 
Mark vii. 32—37. 

32. When Jesus called his disciples to him, 
what did he say to them ? 

33. What did they reply ? 

.34. How much provision had they 1 

35. What did he command the multitude to 
do? 

36. What did he then do with the loaves and 
4he fishes ? 

37. After they had all partaken of the food, 
how many baskets of fragments were taken up 1 

38. How many persons were thus miraculous- 
ly fed ? 

' 39. After this second miracle of the loaves, 
where did Jesus go ? Mark viii. 10. 
Where is Magdala ? Dalmanutha ? 

* Tor the reason of the retention of the Hehrew word 
v'Ephphatha *' in this plaoe, see Miles's <* Gospel KamtiTeSy'* 
;Ohap. yii. pskges 43—45. 
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TAE PHABIBXBS AND BADSUOEBS SEEK ABTBR ± SIGN. — 
APTEB CEOSSINa THE LAKE AND ABBIYINO AT (BBZEC- 
8AIDA> JESUS BESfXOBBS A SLZND KAN. — BE THEN 
WUKDEAWS TO OaMAItEA PHIUFPI, WHERE YEDTEB BB- 
GLABES HIS FAITH IN OHBIST, AS THE TVMMJSED ^•OMak;^^ 
— JESUS P&EDI0I8 HIS OWN AFVEOAOHINa JIBAVB. 

Matthew XVI. 

1. After his arriyal at Dalmanutlia, what did 
the Scribes and Pharisees desire of Jesus ? 

2 — 4. What reply did he make to them ? 

Were not the noiracles of Jesus a suffioieiit 
|ffoof of his divine mission 1 

Can you refer to any peculiar signs and won- 
ders exhibited by the ancient prophets ? Exod. 
iv, 1 — 9. Num. Kvii. 1 — 9. 1 Sam. xii. 18. 
Isa. xxxviii. 4-*8. 

&, When the disciples amyed at the other 
side of the lake, and had forgotten to take bread, 
what did Jesus say to them 1 

What is the meaning of the " leayen of the 
Scribes and Pharisees " ? 

Ans. Their religious teachings and doctrines, 
which referred more to traditions And outward 
observances than to the &ith of the heart, and 
holiness of life. 

7 — 11. When Jesus perceived that th^ rea- 
soned among themselves, did he explain his true 
meaning? 

12. Did they then understand his words 1 

Will you relate the cure of the blind xuan. 
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which took place on their arrival at Bethsaida ? 
Mark yiii. 22—26. 

Of what prophecies are we reminded by these 
wonderful miracles of Jesus ? Isa. xxxv. 5, 6 ; 
Ixi. 1—3. 

13. When they came into the region of Cae- 
sarea Philippi, what question did Jesus ask his 
disciples ? 

14. What was their reply T 

16. What was Peter's answer, when Jesus 
said, *' But who say ye that I am ? " 

17 — 19. What words of commendation does 
Jesus utter in reply ? * 

Do these words imply that any peculiar or 
exclusive privilege was granted to Peter above 
the other apostles 1 Compare Matt. xx. 25, 26. 
Acts XV. 6 — 11. Gal. ii. 11. 

Why was he called Peter, i. e. a Rock 1 

Ans. Because his character was distingpiished 
for zeal and energy, and he was the first among 
the twelve who preached the gospel to the Gen- 
tiles. 

Will you give an account of Peter's trance, 
in which his peculiar mission to the Gtentiles 
was afterwards made known to him 1 Acts x. ; 
xi. 

Will you explain the nineteenth verse? 

• « The gates of hell,*' or of Hades, the abode of the dead, 
withoot reference to happiness or misery. ** It was onstomarj 
to hold oonrts and public assemblies in the gates of andent 
dties; hence *the gates of death ' mean the designs or power 
of death. — The word ckurch is first used in the New Testament 
in this place. Its original signification was an assembly. 
Sometimes it means the whole body of OhristiaaSt and some- 
times a particular society of belieyers.'* See Acts TiiL 1. 
Bom. zrf. 6. Epfa. 1. 22. 
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Ant. The word *^ whatsoenner " 'li^e ndSeis to 
the rites or laws which Peter and l^e other 
apostles might enact or xepeal. ^^ To bind " 
here means to forbid; and "to loose,"' - to jienti^: 
therefore Jesus says, '' Those things wibdch you 
forbid or permit are forbidden or permitilad m 
heaven, that Jbs, by God^" 

Can you .give any irecMson why this .addzesB to 
Peter should have been omitted in Mark's <Go8* 
pel 1 See Mark fviii. 27-^30. 

Arts, Mark wrote his Gospel at Rome, (about 
the year 65, while Peter was confined ^ere 
as a prisoner ; and he xecei'Vied the mfttecifils 
for his Gospel chiefly horn that .apostle. It was 
therefore in acGosdance with the character of 
Peter to omit the narration of any circum- 
stance which would seem to raise him above the 
other apostles, while none has related more 
fully than Mark, Peter's denial of his Master, 
with all the attendant circumstances. 

20. What charge did Jesus give his disciples 1 
Why do you suppose that they were forbidden 

to proclaim 'him as the Christ I 

2 1 . What did Jesus foretell respecting his own 
sufferings and death 1 

22. How vere his words received by Peter 1 

23. How was Peter rebuked by Jesus ? 
What ijs the meaning of "Satan," as here 

used? 

Ans, An adversary or e^ admser. 

24— -26. In what Bolenn words did Jesus then 
address his disciples 1 

What does it mean, "** to take up like cross and 
follow Christ " ? 
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Is there any outward good that can compen- 
sate for the loss of the soul t 

27. What does Jesus say of his future glory 
and power 1 

28. What does he say of some who were then 
with him? 

To what does this last passage nefer t 

Ans, To the time when Jerusalem was taken 
and destroyed hy the Romans. 

Which of the apostles were living at that 
timel 

Ans. John was the only one then living. 
Several of the apostles had suffered martyrdom, 
while the remainder of the eleven had died, after 
lives of devoted fidelity to the cause of Christ. 



LESSON un. 

THB TRhJSfOnQJmkTlOlX OF CHBI8T. — CUBB OF THB DEAF 

Aim DX7HB BEMONIAO. 

Matthew XVII. 

» 

1. Which of the apostles did Jesus take with 
him when he went upon a mountain apart to 
pray ? See Luke ix. 28. 

Were not these three the most prominent 
among the twelve 1 Gal. ii. 9. 

Can you mention any other instances in which 
they were chosen to be the special companions 
of Jesus ? Matt. xxvi. 37. Mark v. 37. 

How many days was this after the events re- 
corded in the last lesson 1 

How long before the crucifixion of our 
Saviour 1 
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Afu. It was on the sabbath, less than two 

weeks before his death. 

What mountain is here referred to 1 

Ana, Probably one of the mountains north 

of the Sea of Galilee, in the region of Csesarea 

Philippi. Some have supposed it to have been 

Mount Tabosw 

2. What took place while Jesus was prayingl 

3. Whom did the disciples see conversing 
with Jesus 1 

About what were they conversing 1 Luke 
ix. 31. 

4. As Moses and Elijah were about departing 
from their sight, what did Peter say to Jesus 1 

What are tabernacles 1 

Ans. Tents or booths, such as could be made 
from the boughs of trees. 

Was Peter conscious, at the moment, of the 
true meaning of this glorious vision? Mark 
ix. 6. 

5. While he was yet speaking, what hap- 
pened 1 

On what former occasion had these same words 
been uttered? Matt. iii. 16, 17. 

Whose voice was this ? 

Was not a bright cloud a symbol of the di- 
vine presence 1 Exod. xvi. 10. 2 Chron. v. 13, 
14; vii. 1—3; 

6. How were the disciples affected when they 
heard these words 1 

7. What did Jesus say to them 1 

8. Whom did they see on looking up 1 

9. What charge did Jesus give them on 
coming down from the mountfdn 1 
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Did' ^y tmdetdtand thetnie itteaning- of bis 
words ? Mark ix. 10. 

What does Peter say of tMs" viisdon f 2 Peter 
i. 16—18-. 

What wa» oao of the great purposes whioh' 
it was designed to aeoomplish 1 

Ans. To install our Saviour inrhis ikne dig>- 
nity and glory in* the minds of the three chief 
apostles, and also to show the harmonious con- 
nection hetween the old and the new dispensa- 
tion^ ; as Moses, tho grea4; lawgiver of Israel^ and 
Elijah, the great prophet and reformer, were 
thus conversing familiarly with Christ. 

What other purpose did it j^lfii 1 

Ans. It strengthened the mind of JResos for 
his approaching sufferings and deaths 

Was this inconsistent with the divine* ehaffao^ 
ter of Christ? Heh, ii* 9, 10 ; v. 8, 9i 

Does not the whole account of the laransfigu- 
ration indicate the clo9e connection between 
heaven and eaxih I 

Have we not here an additional proof tiiatt 
our departed Mends are still living ? 

10. What question did the diseipleS' ask- as 
they came down from the mountain ? * 

11, 12. What reply did J^sus make ? 

IS. Of whom did he speak as his forenmnesr ? 
Did the apostles know before this that John 
was the Elijah predicted by Midachi ? Mai. iv. 
5,6. 

* « Tffay do liie; Soribes say that Eliav miiBt fiM onme, 
when the Messiah has already appteared, and no fweniBner 
%as preceded him 1 If thou art the Mes^ah, where is K^jah 
who was to herald th(y adyent 1 " 
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Mark IX. 14—29. Parallel passage, Matt. XVII. 14—21. 

Mark ix. 14. On the next day, when they 
came down from the mountain, whom did they 
find with the disciples ? 

15. How were the people affected when they 
saw Jesus ? 

17, 18. What did one of the multitude reply, 
when he asked them of what they were reason- 
ing? 

19. What did Jesus answer? 

20. How was the child affected when they 
brought him to Jesus ? 

21. What question did Jesus ask the father 
of the child ? 

21, 22. What did he reply ? 

23. What did Jesus then say to him ? 

24. In what earnest words did the father 
reply 1 

25 — 27. Relate how the child was healed of 
his dreadful disease. 

28. When they entered into the house, what 
question did the disciples ask Jesus 1 

29. What was his rpply ? Matt. xvii. 20, 21. 
Does not the readiness of Jesus to mingle 

with the multitude, and to cure this child of his 
fearful disease, immediately upon coming down 
from the Mount of Transfiguration, convey an 
important lesson to every Christian ? 

Ans. It does ; teaching that the most fervent 
prayers, and the highest spiritual communings, 
will be of little avail, unless the same spirit be 
carried into the daily life, — unless, like Jesus, 
we manifest our faith by a life of fidelity to 
16 
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duty, and show the fruits of our meditation and 
prayer by benevolence to others, and by per- 
sonal purity and holiness. 



LESSON LIV. 

ON ARBIVINO AT CAPSBNAX7M, JESUS PATS TEE TrafPI.E- 
TRIBUTE. — THE LAST DIS00UBSE8 OF JESUS IN OALILES. 

Matt. XVn., XVm. 

Chap. xvii. 22, 23. While Jesus and his disci- 
ples were still in Galilee, what did he again say 
to them of his approaching death ? 

24. When they arrived at Capernaum, who 
came to Peter 1 

For what purpose was this tribute or tax col- 
lected 1 

Ans. In order to defray the necessary expenses 
of the temple. 

What was the amount required of each indi- 
vidual 1 Exod. XXX. 13 — 16. Neh. x. 32. 

What is the value of half a shekel in our 
currency ? 

Ans. About twenty-eight cents. 

At what age was this tribute levied 1 Exod. 
XXX. 14. 

24. What question did the collector of the 
tyibute ask Peter 1 

What did Peter say in reply ? 

25. When they entered into the house, whfit 
did Jesus say to Peter ? 

26. What di4 Peter reply ? What did Jesus 
then say ? 
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What is the meaning of these words ? 

Ans, That, as the sons of earthly kings were 
exempted from paying tribute, so he, being the 
Son of God, was, on the same ground, released 
from the obligation of paying tribute for the 
temple of his Father. 

What did he then command Peter to do ? 

Does not Jesus teach by this incident, that 
it is always well to avoid giving unnecessary 
offence 1 

Was not this miracle also designed to impress 
Peter, and all who were present, with a new 
proof of the divine power of Jesus ? 

xviii. 1. When Jesus entered into the house 
at Capernaum, what question did the disciples 
ask hiih ? * Mark ix. 33, 34. 

2, 3. In what striking manner did he teach 
them a lesson of humility 1 

4. What is said of him who should humble 
.himself as a little child 1 

5, 6. What is said of receiving one such 
little child in the name of Jesus ? 

* What is the meaning of these words ? 

Ans, Whoso shall receive with affection and 
honor one whose character is like that of this 
little child in its purity and humility, receiveth 
me ; but whoso shall ensnare, or cause to offend, 
one of my lowly, humble followers, it were far 
better for him to lose his life than to keep it. 

What did John then say to Jesus? Mark ix. 38. 

What did Je^us reply ? Mark ix. 39, 40. 

* To aooount for the apparent diaorepancies between 
Matthew's and Mark's narratire of this incident, see ** Gospel 
NarrativeB," chap. i. pages 4, 6. 
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7 — 9. What is said of offences, or rather, 
temptations, causes of sin ? 

Will you explain this passage 1 See Lesson 
XXV. and XXVI. 

In what words did he still more fully express 
his meaning ? * Mark ix. 49, 50. Refer to Ley. 
ii. 13. Ezek. xliii. 24. 

10, 11. What did Jesus again say of these 
" littiLe ones,'' or of his humhle, childlike dis- 
ciples ? 

12 — 14. Will you repeat the parahle of the 
lost sheep ? 

Will you explain this parahle ? See Lesson 
XLI. 

16 — 18. Will you read the passage in which 
Jesus teaches his disciples how to treat those 
who injure or offend them ? f 

19. What promise did he then give the apos- 
tles ? 

20. What does he say of his constant pres- 
ence with his disciples ? 

What did the apostles then ask of Jesus t 
Luke xvii. 5. 

In what figurative language did he speak, in 
reply, of the power of even the least degree of 
faith ? Luke xvii. 6. 



* " Jesus had urged his disciples to make anj sacrifice Of 
pleasure or interest, rather than incur the penalties of the 
future life. * Yet '(we may consider him as intimating to 
them), * suffering In this life will be needed, not only to ao> 
complish your destined service, but to discipline and elevate 
your spirits, and enable you to offer a sacrifice acceptable to 
the Lord.' « For every one must be salted with fire,* " Ao. — 
Carpenter. 

t See " Iivermore*s Gonmientaries," vol. 1. pages 232, 233. 
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What do you understand by these words ? 

Ans. That, if we have a sincere faith in God, 
and in Christ as the Saviour and Redeemer, we 
shall be able to overcome the strongest temp* 
tations, and to perform moral acts as difficult 
as plucking up a sycamore-tree, or, removing a 
mountain. See Matt. xxi. 21. 



LESSON LV. 

PARABLE OF THE MAN AND HIS SERVANT, AND 01* THE 

UNFORGIVING SERVANT. 

LuKB XVn. Matthew XVIH. 

Luke xvii. 7—^10. Will you repeat the para- 
ble of the man and his servant ? 

Does the servant confer any favor upon his 
master in simply performing his duty ? 

Is he not merely fulfilling his obligations to 
his master ? 

What lesson, then, is this parable designed to 
inculcate ? 

Ans. A lesson of humility; teaching that, 
even when we have striven the most earnestly to 
keep all of Qod's commandments, we have con- 
ferred no favor or benefit upon our heavenly 
Father, but have simply performed our duty. 

Do we not receive from God every thing that 
we possess 1 Yet do we not almost every day 
fail of fulfilling all our known duties 1 

Do we not yield to wrong feelings, and often 
speak unkind and hasty words ? 
16* 
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Is not the duty of prayer sometimes neglected*? 

What, then, should be our habitual feeling ? 

Ans. That of humility, when we remember 
what our characters really are in the sight of 
God, and what he requires of us. 

Does not this parable enforce the same lesson 
which Jesus taught his disciples, wh^n he took the 
little child, and placed him in the midst of them 1 

Matt, xviii. 21. What question did Peter then 
ask Jesus ? 

22. What was the reply of Jesus ? 

23 — 35. Will you repeat or read the parable 
of the unforgiving servant ? 

What was the occupation of the servant here 
referred to 1 

Ans, He was not a mere household servant, 
but probably one who occupied a high station 
of trust, and enjoyed the confidence of his 
mastet ; p6thap&, a ruler or governor of some 
one of his provinces. ' 

What is the value of 10,000 talents in our 
currency, the amount of his debt to his master ! 

Ans. About $15,000,000, if the silver talent 
is here meant ; if the gold, it would amount to 
a much larger sum. 

Was it customary among the Jews to sell 
persons into servitude to pay their debts ? Lev. 
XXV. 39 — 46. 2 Kings iv. 1. Amos viii. 6. 

How long Could they be held as slaves ? Lev. 
XXV. 40. Deut. xv. 12 — 18. 

Was not the custom of selling persons for 
debt prevalent among the Qreeks and Romans 1 * 

♦ Refer to « Arnold's History of Rome," and to " Gibbon's 
Decline and Fall," chap. zHy. 
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We read that the servant fell down and wor- 
shipped his master : what is the meaning of the 
" worship '* here referred to 1 

Ans. An act of reverence, deference, and hu« 
mility. See Matt. viii. 2 ; xv. 25. Mark v. 6. 
John ix. 38. 

27. How did the king treat his servant ? 

28 — 30. ^What was immediately the conduct 
of this servant toward his fellow-servant 1 

What is the value of a hundred pence 1 

Ans. Ahout fourteen dollars. 

Was it customary and lawful at that time to 
imprison persons for debt 1 

Does this custom still prevail ; and is it sanc- 
tioned by law ? 

32 — 34. What did the king do when he heard 
of the ungrateful conduct of his servant 1 

Who are here meant by the tormentors 1 

Ans. The jail-keepers, who sometimes employ- 
ed tortures of various kinds to increase the 
sufferings of their prisoners, and especially to 
extort &om criminals the confession of guilt, 
and from debtors hidden treasure. 

Who is represented by the king in this para- 
ble? 
' . Who, by the servants 1 

What is meant by the debt here spoken of 1 

Ans. Our sins and short-comings. 

Will not God forgive all those who sincerely 
repent and turn to him ? 

Have we not a full assurance of this forgive- 
ness in the life, sufferings, and death of Christ 1 

What, then, is the great lesson to be learned 
from this parable ? 
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AfU* That, if we sincerely desire the for- 
giveness of onr heavenly Father for our manifold 
sins and offences, we ought to treat those who 
do us wrong, or in any way offend us, with the 
same forhearance, forgiveness, and love. 

Are you striving, amidst all the little tempta- 
tions and trials of each day, to cultivate & Christ- 
like spirit, — the spirit of forgiveness, gentle- 
ness, and forbearance 1 



SECTION VIII. 

From our LortTt Final Journey from Galilee, through Perea^ 
to hia Arrival at Bethany, shortly before the Passover. 



LESSON LVL 

JX8V8 SETS OITT TOR JEBUBALEM, AND 18 ^BEFUBSD XX- 
CBFRON IN 8AMA1UA.. — HB HBAL8 THE TEN LBPEBB. — 
DI800UB8E WITH THE PHABIBEE8 AND HI8 DISCIPLB8. 

Luke IX., XYII. 

Chap. ix. 51, 52. When Jesus left Galilee to go 
to Jerusalem for the last time, before his crucifix- 
ion, what route did he intend to take 1 

Why do you suppose that he chose this 
route 1 

Ans, In order to avoid the necessity of pass- 
ing through the eastern portions of Herod's 
dominions, through which lay the ordinary 
route of the Galileans when going to Jerusa- 
lem. 
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6S, Were the Samaritans willing to receive 
him ? 

Were the Jews and Samaritans on terms of 
friendly intercourse 1 See Lesson XIII . 

54. What did the disciples say to Jesus when 
they were refused reception by the Samari- 
tans ? 

To what event in the life of Elijah did they 
refer ? 2 Kings i. 

55, 66. In what words did Jesus rebuke their 
hasty spirit ? . 

We read that " they then went to another 
village : " does not this simple narrative ex- 
hibit a new instance of the forbearance of 
Jesus ? 

Do we not find, that, in- after-life, James and 
John exhibited more fully the spirit of their di- 
vine Master ? 

Is it not far better to yield up even what we 
know to be our own rights, than, by persisting 
in them, to excite anger and impatience in 
others 1 

xvii. 11, 12. As Jesus and his disciples con- 
tinued their journey to Jerusalem, passing 
through the confines of Samaria and Galilee, 
we read that they entered into a certain village : 
who met them there 1 

Were persons afflicted with the leprosy per- 
mitted to reside in cities, or to hold intercourse 
with others 1 

13. What did these poor lepers say to Jesus ? 

14. What did he reply 1 

Why were they obliged to show themselves 
to the priests ? 



t . 
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Wete they healed of their dreadful disease ? 
See Lev. xiv. 1 — 32. 

15, 16. What did one of them do, when he 
found that he was healed ? 

To what nation did he belong ? 

17 — 19. What did Jesus say to him 7 

In these few words, did he not commend the 
gratitude of the Samaritan to the notice of his 
disciples ? 

Must it not have rebuked them for their 
former hasty and angry feelings toward his 
countrymen 1 

20. What question did the Pharisees ask 
Jesus 7 

What kind of a kingdom did they expect that 
the Messiah would establish 1 

20, 21. What reply did Jesus make ? 

What is the meaning of these words ? 

Ans, That his kingdom would not, like the 
kingdoms of this world, excite the notice of 
men by its outward splendor and glory ; but 
that it was a spiritual kingdom, which consisted 
in the entire subjection of the whole heart and 
life to the will and law of God. Refer to Less. XI. 

22—37. Will you read the words, in which 
Jesus continued to address his disciples ? 

What is here meant by. the " coming of the 
Son of man " ? 

Ans. These words refer to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, when the Jews were conquered by 
the Romans, their city laid waste, and even the 
temple burned to the ground. 

33-^36. What is said of the comparatiye 
suddenness of this event ? 
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We read that " two women shall be grinding 
together : " how was this labor usually performed ; 
and what kind of mills were used 1 * 

37. When the disciples asked when these 
fearful events were to take place, what did Jesus 
reply 1 

What is the meaning of this figurative lan- 
guage 1 

Ans, The "body" here represents the Jews ; 
and the " eagles," the Romans, who, like eagles 
or vultures, would hasten to their prey. Their 
ensigns also were the figures of eagles. 

Do we find phraseology similar to this in 
other parts of the Bible ? Deut. xxviii. 49. 
Lam. iv. 19. Hosea viii. 1. 

In this discourse of Jesus, reference is made 
to several events narrated in the Old Testament : 
will you give some account of Noah and of the 
flood 1 Gen. vi. ; vii. ; viii. 

Relate, in your own words, the history of 
Lot. Gen. xi. 27 ; xiii. ; xviii. 16 — 33 ; xix. 12 
—30. 



LESSON LVIL 

PA&ABLB OF THE UNJUST JUDGE, — OF THE PHASIBEB AND 

PUBLICAN. 

Luke XVIII. 

1 . To enforce what important lesson did Je- 
sus utter the parable of the unjust judge ? 
Will you repeat some other passages in which 

• See « Jahn'g Archeology," sect. 138, 139. 
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the duty of prayer is inculcated 1 Rom. xii. 
12. Col. iv. 2. 1 Thess. v. 17. 

2 — 8. Will you now repeat this parable ? 

How many judges were there in every Jew- 
ish city ? 

Ans. There were three, whose business it 
was to decide questions about property, to 
settle differences between citizens, and to ad- 
minister justice to the people.* 

Were they not expressly commanded to be 
impartial in their verdicts, and to refuse all 
bribes 1 Exod. xxiii. 3 — 7. Lev. xix. 15. Deut. 
i. 17; xvi. 18; xvii. 8 — 12. 

2. Was this the character of the judge here 
spoken of? 

Was he willing to attend to the request of 
the poor widow, and to grant her what justice 
required ? 

What is the meaning of the expression, 
" Avenge me," as here used by the woman 7 

Ans, Simply, Cause that justice be done to 
me by my adversary, or the person who has 
wronged me. 

4, 5. What at length induced him to attend 
to her case ? 

Ans. The" fear that she might annoy and dis- 
turb him, as it is said that she " kept coming " 
to him. Verse 3. 

7, 8. What explanation does Jesus give of 
this parable ? 

Who are here meant by the " elect " ? 

Ans. Those from among the Jews who 
believed on Christ. See Mark xiii. 20^—22, 27. 

♦ See. «* Home's Introduction,** toI. iii. part U. chap. 3. 
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What do you understand by these verses 1 

Ans. If an unjust judge, merely by the im- 
portunity of this woman, was persuaded to 
grant her request, how much more will God whq 
is perfectly just, and whose very name is love, 
listen to the prayers of his children ! 

Is not allusion here made also to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, or the '^ coming of the 
Son of Man '* 1 See preceding Lesson. 

Jesus expresses a fear, that, when that event 
shall take place, few will be found ready to re- 
ceive his gospel, and to have faith in him. But 
what other important truths, applicable to all, 
are to be learned from this parable 1 

Ans. That we should be as anxious for spi- 
ritual favours, and as persevering in seeking 
spiritual blessings, as in obtaining justice from 
our fellow-men. 

What other lesson may we learn ? 

Ans. That we should never be discouraged in 
our prayers, but should feel, that, if they are 
offered in sincerity, God will hear and answer 
them, though the answer may not always come 
just in the way which we expect. 

If our prayers are offered aright, should we 
not " wait patiently " for God to answer them 
in his own good time and way ? 2 Thess. iii. 
5. Heb. X. 36. James v. 7, 8. 

9. To whom did Jesus address the parable of 
the Pharisee and the Publican 1 

What persons are here meant ? 

Ans. The Scribes and Pharisees. 

10—14. Will you repeat this parable ? 

12. How often did the Pharisees usually fast? 
17 
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Jfu. Twice a week, on Mondays and Thurs- 
days. 

What was it to giye tithes of all that he pos- 
sessed 1 

Ans. To pay a tenth of his produce and in- 
come as a tax for religious purposes. 

13. What was the prayer of the puhlican? 

What was the true character of the Pharisee ? 

Ans. Proud and self-satisfied. 

What was the most prominent trait in the 
puhlican' s character 1 

Ans. Humility. 

What is the meaning of the fourteenth yerse ? 

Ans. That the puhlican returned home jus- 
tified ;. that is, regarded with favor hy God, and 
forgiven : while the Pharisee remained satisfied 
with his own feelings of self-sufficiency and 
pride. 

Will you explain the remainder of this verse 1 

Ans. That he who thinks too highly of him- 
self, and praises himself, will have his true cha- 
racter given him by others, — at least, that, in 
the sight of God, he will he regarded only ac- 
cording to his real worth ; while he who feels his 
o;wn deficiencies, and is humble and lowly in 
spirit, will generally receive the good opinion of 
men, and, yet more, will always enjoy the favor 
of God. 

Can we ever conceal our true characters from 
the eye of God, however we may be regarded 
by men 1 

What, then, should be our constant aim ? 

Ans. To make our characters such as will 
sedure his favor and blessing. 
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What are some of the most beautiful traits in 
a truly Christian character 1 

Ans. Humility, gentleness, forbearance, and 
love. 
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CHILDBBN BBOUGHT TO JESUS. — INQUIRY OF THE TOUNO 

BULEB. 

Luke XVIII. 

15. What incident of touching interest took 
place as Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem 1 

What notice did the disciples take of this 
circumstance 1 

Did Jesus approve of their conduct ? Mark 
X. 14. 

16. With what encouraging words did he 
invite the little children to come to him ? 

What did he then do ? Mark x. 16. 

17. What did he say to his disciples ? 
What is the meaning of these words ? Befer 

to Lesson LIV. 

Does not Jesus still love and bless little chil* 
dren? 

What dispositions and habits will secure his 
favor and blessing ? 

What dispositions should you ever seek to 
cultivate 1 

Ans. Kindness and forbearance to all, both 
to the young and the old ; gentleness, forgive- 
ness, humility, truth, and obedience. 
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18. What question did a certain ruler ask 

JiBSUS ? 

19, 20. What reply did he make 1 

Did Jesus, in this reply, mean to enumerate 
all the commandments 1 

Ans, He did not, but merely referred to them 
in general terms. 

Will you repeat the ten commandments ? 
Exod. XX. 1 — 17. 

Will you give some account of their delivery 
to the Israelites ? Exod. xix. 

Upon what were they written, and where 
were they kept ? Deut. x. 1 — 5. 

What was the ark of the covenant ? Exod. 
XXV. 10 — 22. 

21. What did the young man say of these 
commandments ? 

How was he regarded by Jesus ? Mark x. 
21. 

22. WTiat did Jesus bid him do 1 

23. Was he ready to obey this command ? 
Are we not all too much like the young ruler, 

ready to follow Jesus when the path of duty is 
easy and plain before us, while we often shrink 
from any sacrifices that may be required of us as 
disciples of Christ ? 

Is it required of all Christians to sell their 
property, and to give its price to the poor 1 

Ans. It is not ; but all should cultivate the 
spirit of benevolence and self-sacrifice,, and use 
their property, whether it be greater or less, as a 
stewardship from God ; regarding all of the poor 
and forsaken as in truth their brethren. 

24. 25. When Jesus saw the young man going 
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away very sorrowful, what did he say to his dis- 
ciples ? 

When they expressed astonishment at his 
words, how did he more fully explain his mean- 
ing ? Mark x. 24. 

What is it " to trust in riches " ? 

26. What did the disciples then say I 

27. What reply did Jesus make ? 

28. What did Peter say with regard to him- 
self and his fellow-disciples ? 

29. 30. What did Jesus reply 1 

What are some of the pecidiar temptations of 
the rich ? 

Has not every situation in life its peculiar 
joys and trials ? 

May we not believe, that, however unequally 
the blessings of life seem to be distributed, 
Ood will so overrule every event as to contri- 
bute to the highest good of all, though often in 
ways which we cannot now and here compre- 
hend 1 



LESSON lIX. 

PASABLB OF THE LABOBEBS IX THE VINETA.BD, AND 
OF THE XASTEB OF THE HOUSE. 

Matthew XX. Luke XTTT. 

What was the object of Jesus in uttering the^ 
parable of the laborers in the vineyard 1 Refer 
to Matt, xix^ 27—30. 

What do you understand by the thirtieth 
verse ? 

17* 
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Ans. " That many who should become be- 
lievers in the gospel, at a time distant from that 
when Christ was speaking, would enter more 
fully into its spirit, and therefore share more 
largely in its rewards, than those who outwardly 
professed it at an earlier date." 

1 — 16. Will you now read this parable 1 

Why do you suppose that the image of a 
vineyard is here used ? 

Ans. Because the cultivation of grapes formed 
an important part of Jewish agriculture. 

What is here meant by "the kingdom of 
heaven"? 

Ans. The dealings of God under the Christian 
dispensation. 

Who is represented by the householder ? 

Who, by the laborers ? 

Ans, Those who receive the knowledge of 
Christian truth, and who are thereby invited to 
become disciples of Christ, and to labor in his 
vineyard. 

How much, is a penny, here mentioned as the 
day's wages of a laborer ? 

Ans. About fourteen cents, — the usual day's 
wages at that time and in that country. 

Wliat were the third, sixth, ninth, and ele- 
venth hours of the day ? 

Ans. They corresponded to the hours of nine, 
twelve, three, and five, with us ; the first hour 
commencing at sunrise, or six in the morning. 

What is represented by these hours ? 

Ans. The different periods of the Christian 
dispensation. 

9, 10. When the evening was come, and the 
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lord of the vineyard commanded the steward 
to pay the laborers, how much did each one re- 
ceive T 

11, 12. Were the first satisfied with their 
wages ] 

13— -15. What did the lord say to them 1 

Did he wrong the first by his generosity to 
the laborers last called ? 

May not those who were called late in the 
day have labored more strenuously and faith- 
fully than those who commenced in the morifing? 

16. In what words did Jesus conclude this 
parable ? 

What is the meaning of these words ? 

Ans. That those nations who should be 
deprived of a knowledge of Christian truth, 
until a late period, would not sufier on this 
account ; but, if they received it gladly, might 
attain even a higher excellence than those first 
called. 

Did not Jesus here refer particularly to the 
Jews and Gentiles ? 

Does this parable furnish any plea for post- 
poning serious thought and repentance ? 

Ans, It does not ; for it teaches that each 
laborer accepted the invitation, as soon as it was 
given by the householder. 

Are we not all invited to become followers of 
Christ, and to labor in his vineyard ? 

Should we not be grateful that God blesses 
those who are true disciples of Christ, as much 
in one age of the world as in another ? 

What further personal application can you 
make of this parable 1 
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Ans. To avoid all feelings of envy toward 
those who may seem to be more favorably situ- 
ated than myself, remembering that God appor- 
tions his favors and blessings to all in infinite 
wisdom and perfect love; and to deem it my 
duty to improve to the utmost all the opportu- 
nities that I enjoy, and to strive in heart and 
life to become an humble, cheerful follower of 
Christ, a faithful laborer in his vineyard. 

LiTKE xm. 

2^, 23. As Jesus continued his journey to- 
ward Jerusalem, what question was asked him t 

What is the meaning of the phrase, ** to be 
saved " t 

Ans. " As it is used in many places in the New 
Testament, it means to believe on Jesus Christ 
as the Saviour of the world; to become his 
disciple, and imitate his example ; to have that 
inward peace and spiritual strength which such 
a faith imparts ; and thus to ' be saved ' from 
the evils and temptations of this world ; and 
' saved ' also from that misery, guilt, and remorse 
which must overtake those who have not this 
faith, both in the present life and' in the world to 
come." 

Do all of those who have received Christian 
instruction really believe in Christ 1 What ia 
it to believe in him ? 

Will not a true heart-faith always manifest 
itself in the life t Luke vi. 43 — 46. 

24. What reply did Jesus make to the ques* 
tion that was put to him ? 

What is the true signification of the word 
" strive," as here used ? 
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Ans. " Seek very earnestly, toil, agonize to 
enter in." . 

25 — 30. Will you now repeat the parable of 
the master of the house ? 

Who is represented by the master of the house 1 

Who,' by those who seek to enter in 1 

Will the mere wish or desire for future hap- 
piness secure salvation for us without our own 
strenuous exertion ? 

Is not eternal life the gift of God 1 Rom. vi. 
23. Eph. ii. 8. 

Yet does not the bestowment of this infinite 
gift depend upon ourselves 1 Phil. ii. 12, 13. 

Through whom alone can we seek for salva- 
tion? Acts iv. 12. 

Will it be sufficient for us to have received 
Christian instruction, unless we have earnestly 
endeavored to practise in daily life the lessons 
that we have learned ? 

Can there be any safety in putting off serious 
thought and effort until some season of sickness 
or sudden danger ? 

Will you mention another practical lesson to 
be learned from this parable ? 

A/18.' That to be freed from the power of sin, 
and to attain salvation throush Christ, is no 
easy work; but requires strenuous exertion, 
watchfulness, and prayer. 

What, then, should be your effort now 1 

Ans. To think seriously of my accountability 
to God, and to seek to be saved noWy knowing 
that '* now is the accepted time." 
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LESSON LX. 
ouK lord's obsestations when he was told tkax 

HBKOD FUXPOSBD TO KILL HIM. — ON BNTBHIMO JV- 
DEA, HE AOAJM P&BDICTB HIS OWN APPBOACHINO 
DEATH. — JAMES AND JOHN APPLY TO HOC POH THE 
CHIEP POSTS IN HIS KINGDOM. 

Luke XTTT. Matt. XX. 

Luke xiii. 31. On the same day on which Je- 
sus delivered the parahle of the laborers in the 
vineyard, what did some of the Pharisees say to 
him? 

Which Herod is here referred to ? 

Ans, Herod Antipas, the same who had put 
John the Baptist to death. 

32, 33. What reply did Jesus make ? 

To what event did he refer in these words ? 

34, 35. In what touching language did he 
utter his feelings toward Jerusalem ? 

Matt. XX. 17 — 19. As Jesus and his disciples 
were going to Jerusalem for the last time to 
celebrate the Feast of the Passover, what did he 
say to them of his approaching sufferings and- 
death ? 

Did they understand the import of his words ? 
Luke xviii. 34. 

20. Who then came to Jesus ? 

What was her name ? Mark xv. 40 ; xvi. 1. 
Who were the sons of Zebedee 1 Mark x. 35. 

2 1 . What request did Salome make ? * Mark 
X. 38. 

* It is probable that Zebedee was not living at this time. 
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Did not this request show tliat they still mis- 
undeTstood the nature of Christ's kingdom 1 

22. What did Jesus reply 1 * What was 
their answer ? 

23. What did he then tell them.? 

Did not hoth of these disciples afterwards 
suffer persecution on account of their faith in 
Christ? Acts xii. 1, 2. Rev. i. 9. 

24. How were the other disciples affected 
when they heard of the request of James and 
John? 

25 — 27. What lesson of humility and for- 
bearance did Jesus teach them ? 

28. Did he not enforce this lesson by his own 
life and example ? John xv. 13. 

M he is mentioned only in the earlier parts of the gospel 
narratiye ; and it would seem in accordance with the natu- 
ral feelings of Salome that she should seek for her two sons, 
when deprived of their father's support and influence, sta-. 
tions of honor in the new kingdom which they supposed ahout 
to be established. And may not reference be made to these two 
brethren in Luke xii. 13 — 15 1 From a few incidental cir- 
cumstances, we may infer that Zebedee was a man of some 
property. See Mark i. 19, 20. These incidents, too, were in 
accordance with their early character [refer to Luke ix. 61 
— 56] ; and, doubtless, the surname of " Boanerges," or sons 
of thunder (Mark iii. 17), was bestowed upon them by our 
Saviour on account of their impulsive disposition. But what 
a noble confirmation do we have of the power of our Saviour's 
life and teachings to transform and subdue the most passion- 
ate and hasty characters, in the subsequent history of these 
two brethren, especially in that of John, the " beloved dis- 
ciple " ! 

* Jn oriental speech, martyrdom was called the baptism of 
blood ; repentance, the baptism of tears. 
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LESSON LXT. 

CHRIST AT THE HOUSE OF ZACCHEUS. — PABABLB OF 
THE TEN POUNDS. — CURB OF THE TWO BLIND MEN 
NEAR JERICHO. 

Luke XIX. Matthew XX. 

In wiiat direction, and how far, is Jericlio 
from Jerusalem ? 

Can you mention any events connected with 
the history, of this place ? Josh. vi. 1 Kings 
xvi. 34. 

Luke xix. 2 — 4. As Jesus passed through 
this city with his disciples, who sought to see 
him? 

What means did he take to accomplish his 
purpose 1 

What was the occupation of Zaccheus 1 

5. When Jesus saw him, what did^ he say to 
him? 

6. How was he received hy Zaccheus ? 

7. How were the people aiFected by the con- 
duct of Jesus ? 

Can you mention any other instances in which 
they expressed their displeasure on similar occa- 
sions ? 

8. What did Zaccheus say of himself? 
What was the Mosaic law with regard to 

restitution? Exod. xxii. 1 — 15. 

From these words of Zaccheus, and from the 
words and conduct of Jesus toward him, what 
may we infer as to his character ? 

9. 10. What did Jesus then say to him ? 
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11. What was the occasion on which Jesus 
tittered the parable of the ten pounds 1 

What erroneous views did the disciples en- 
tertain respecting the kingdom of God ? 

12 — 27. Will you now read this parable 1 

To wh&t custom, then prevalent in Judea, 
does Jesus here allude 1 

Ans, Palestine being subject to the Roman 
government, the rulers of that country usually 
went to Rome, in order to secure their offices 
from the reigning emperor. This custom was 
also prevalent among other countries tributary 
to the Romans. 

13. What trust was committed by the noble- 
man to his ten servants ? 

What was the value of one pound ? 
Ans, About sixteen dollars. 
What is the meaning of " Occupy till I come" ? 
Ans. " Use this money in some profitable 
way, BO as to increase its amount." 

14. What took place after the departure of 
the nobleman ? 

Was this remonstrance successful ? 

15. What did he do on his return ? 

16. How much had the first servant gained 
by the use of the money entrusted to him ? 

17. How was he rewarded for hia fidelity ? 

18. What had the second gained l 

19. How was he commended by his master ? 

20. 21. What is said of the third servant ? 
22 — 24. How was he rebuked by the prince 

for his unfaithfulness and indolence 1 

Does the prince or nobleman here acknow- 
ledge himself to be harsh and austere ? 
18 
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Ans, He does not ; but says, '^ If you con- 
sidered my character to have been such, you 
should have been only the more earnest to 
secure my favor by your fidelity and industry." 

26. When one of the persons standing by 
expressed surprise that the one talent should 
be taken from this servant and given to him 
who already possessed ten, how did the prince 
reply in defence of his own decision ? 

27. What became of the enemies of the 
prince ? 

To what event did Jesus probably here re- 
fer ? 

Ans. To 'the destruction of Jerusalem, when 
multitudes of the Jews were destroyed by the 
Boman army. 

Who is represented by the nobleman in this 
parable ? 

Ans. Jesus Christ, who received his power 
and authority from God. 

Who are meant by the servants 1 

What is represented by the pound committed 
to each of these servants 1 

Ans, The religion of Christ, and the various 
talents and opportunities committed to each 
individual. ^ 

What great lesson may you learn from this 
parable 1 . 

• Ans, That of my accountability to God for 
all the talents that I possess, whether they be 
few or many. Matt. xiii. 12. 

What other lesson may you learn ? 

Ans, That my happiness here and hereafter 
must depend upon my own character ; and that 
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fidelity in duty, self-improvement, and progress, 
can alone secure the favor and blessing of God. 

Matthew XX. 

Parallel passages : Luke XVIII. 36 — 43. Mark X. 46 — 62. 

30. As Jesus departed from Jericho, followed 
by a great multitude, who called. to him for 
aid?* 

"What was the name of one of these blind 
men ? Mark x. 46. 

31. How were they treated by the multitude ? 
Were they repelled in their efforts to seek aid 

from Jesus ? 

32. How did he evince his compassion to- 
ward them ? Mark x. 49 — 51. 

33. What earnest request did they make ? 

34. What immediately ensued 1 



SECTION IX. 

From the Arrival of Jesus at Bethany ^ until the Day of 

the Passover, 



iLESSON LXn. 

JXStrS ABKTVES AT BETHANY. — SXJTTVR AT BIMON'S HOTTSE. 

— Christ's public entbt into jebvsalem. 

johnxi., xrr. lukexix. 

John xi. 55. What festival of the Jews was 
near at hand ? 

* To account for tbe apparent discrepancies in these narra- 
tit«8, see « Carpenter's Harmony," part tU. note on page 195. 
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At what season of the year was the Passover 
celebrated 1 

Ans. At .the season corresponding to our 
month of April. 

For what purpose did many of the Jews go 
up to Jerusalem before the Passover ? 

Why was it necessary for them to purify 
themselves 1 

56. Did they expect to meet Jesus at the 
feast ? s 

57. What command had the chief priests and 
Pharisees given with regard to him ? 

xii. 1. After leaving Jericho, to what place 
did Jesus go, six days before the Passover ? 

What family peculiarly beloved by our Sa- 
viour resided at Bethany 1 • 

2. What was done for him on his arrival 1 
At whose house was this 1 Matt. xxvi. 6. 
Must not the presence of Lazarus at this 

feast have convinced the people of the reality 
of his resurrection, and of the divine power of 
Jesus 1 

What must have been the feelings of Lazarus 
and his sisters toward Jesus ? 

How was Martha occupied during the sup- 
per 1 

3. As they were reclining at table, what did 
Mary do 1 Matt. xxvi. 7. 

What is alabaster 1 

Ans^ A beautiful kind of sofb white mar- 
ble. 

What is spikenard ? 

Ans, It is a plant, native in tropical climates, 
growing from three to six feet high. It yields 
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a strong, aromatic firagrance, and i^as highly 
esteemed among the ancients as an article of 
luxury. An ointment, or rather liquid oil, was 
manufactured from it, which formed a favorite 
perfume used in haths and at feasts. 

Was this ointment costly 1 

Ans, It was ; for we find that a single pound 
was considered worth three hundred pence, or 
nearly forty dollars. See verse 5. 

Was not this act of Mary expressive of her 
reverence, devotion, and love for Jesus ? 

4, 5. What did Judas say when he witnessed 
this act of love 1 

6. Why did he make this remark ? 
What is meant hy the hag ? 

Ans, The common purse to which the apos- 
tles contributed according to their means, to 
defray their necessary expenses, and for the re- 
lief of the poor. 

7, 8. What reply did Jesus make to him t - 
In what words did he commend Mary's spirit 

of affectionate hospitality 1 Mark xiv. 8, 9. 

9. Why did many of the people come to the 
house of Simon 1 

10. What did the chief priests determine to 
do to Lazarus ? 

11. Why did they wish to put him to 
death 1 

"Luke XIX. 
29, 30. On the next day, as Jesus left Betha- 
ny to go up to Jerusalem, what did he direct 
his disciples to do ? 

How far is Bethany from Jerusalem 7 
Ans. About two miles. 
18* 
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31. What were they to say if any should ask 
them a reason for what they did 1 

Is it not probable that the colt belonged to 
some one with whom Jesus was acquainted ? 

32 — 34. Did the disciples find it as Jesus had 
told them ? 

35. What did they do with the colt 1 
Of what was this act symbolical 1 

Ans, Riding upon an ass was emblematic of 
peace, as the horse was then used chiefly in war. 
In the earlier periods of the Jewish Common- 
wealth, this mode of riding was employed by 
persons of the highest distinction. Refer to 
Judges y. 10. 2 Sam. xviii. 9. 1 Kings i. 33. 

36. What marks of honor were paid to Jesus 
by the multitude 1 Matt. xxi. 8. Refer to 2 
Kings ix. 13. 

Can you give some description of the palm- 
tree from which these branches were taken ? * 

Do they grow like the branches of common 
trees? 

Of what were they considered emblematical 2 

Ans, Of victory and peace. 

37. 38. As they approached the descent of the 
Mount of Olives, what were the shouts of the 
multitude ? John xii. 13. 

What is the meaning of Hosanna 1 

Ans, '' Save, we beseech thee." See Psalm 
cxviii. 25. 

From what places were this crowd of persons 
assembled ? 

Ans, A part came from Jerusalem, while a 
part accompanied Jesus from Bethany and Beth- 
* Bee » Bobioflon'p Oalmet," page 721. 
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phage. The two parties met on the way to 
Jerusalem, and joined in this public demonstra- 
tion of joy and of triumph. 

39. What did some of the Pharisees then say 
to Jesus ? 

40. What did he reply 7 

41,42. As the triumphal procession approached 
the city, what were the feelings of Jesus ? 

43, 44. What did he predict with regard 
to Jerusalem ? 

When was this prediction fulfilled ? 

Ans. In the year 70, A.D., when the city was 
taken by the Romans, under the command of 
Titus, during the reign of the Roman emperor 
Vespasian. 

Must not the feelings of Jesus at this time 
have been very different from those of the mul- 
titude ? 

Knowing the certainty of his approaching 
death, did he not evince the most perfect 
calmness and fortitude in thus going to Jeru- 
salem ? 

As the procession entered the city, how were 
the people affected 1 Matt. xxi. 10, 11. 

Who came to Jesus in the temple 7 Matt. 
xxi. 14. 

What were the feelings of the chief priests 
and Scribes toward Jesus when they witnessed 
the wonderful things that he did? Matt. xxi. 
15. 

What did they say to him ? Matt. xxi. 16. 

What reply did Jesus make 1 See Psalm 
viii. 2. 

What prophecy was fulfilled by Christ's trir 
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nmphal entiy into Jemsalem?* Zacli. ix. 9« 
Matt. xxi. 5. John xii. 15, 16. 

As the evening approached, where did he 
letire to pass the night 1 Mark xi. 11. 

Who accompanied him ? 

With whom is it prohahle that he remained ? 

Ans. With Lazarus and his sisters. 



LESSON LXm. 

» 

THS 1TB8T AND SECOND DAYS IN THE TEMFIJS. -^ THE 
TOICE IN THE TEMPLE. — UIBACLE OP THE BABBSN 
PIO-TBEE. -^ THE TEMPLE CLEANSED. 

John Xn. 

20. Of what nation were some of the multi- 
tude who went up to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
Feast of the Passover 1 

21. What did they desire of Philip t 

22. Did he make known their request to 
Jesus ? 

23 — 25. In what words did Jesus answer 
them ? 

What is the meaning of these words ? 

Ans, That the desire of these Greeks to see 
nim might be regarded as an earnest and 
evidence thkt the time had come when the 
Gentiles were about to glorify him, by receiving 
and obeying his gospel. And, as it was neces- 
sary that a corn of wheat should fall into the 

* The teacher is here referred to Ware's *< life of the 
Baviour," chap. xvi. in which is foand a vivid description of 
Ibii loene, which might h«re be read with much interest. 
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ground, die, and rise again in the new plant, 
before it could produce fruit ; so it was necessary 
for the establishment of his kingdom, and the 
salvation of man, that he should die and rise 
again from the dead. 

26. What did he say of him who would 
serve him 1 

27. What were the feelings of Jesus as the 
thought of his approaching sufferings and death 
came into his mind ? 

28. What was his prayer of calm submission? 
How was this prayer immediately answered 1 * 
On what other occasions did a voice from 

Heaven proclaim the divine mission of Jesus 1 
Matt. iii. 17; xvii. 5. 

,29. What did the people who stood by say. 
when they heard this voice ? 
30. What did Jesus say of it ? 
31 — 33. What did he say to them of his ap- 
proaching death ? 

34. What did the people answer ? 

35, 36. What did Jesus reply 1 
What did he then do ? 

37. Although he had performed so many mi- 

* << It is not probable that Matthew and Mark oonld haye 
been acquainted, at least in detail, with that most impressire 
and important fact, the Voice in the Temple, or they surely 
would haye. made some reference to it. The extent of the 
temple-courts, and the circumstances attending the arrival of 
the Qalilean disciples in Jerusalem at this time, — which would 
naturally lead them, if they remained in the temple, to go 
among the various groups of their friends and acquaintances, — 
may sufficiently account for their not being witnesses of that 
solemn scene. The events which soon followed would hav» 
prevented its being dwelt upon by those who had not been 
themselves present.*' — Carpenter, 



214 LESSON LXni. — JOHN XII. 

t 

racles among the people, did they believe on 
himi 

38 — 41. Will you read the prophecies of 
Isaiah, which were fulfilled in them ? Isa. vi. 10 ; 
liii. 1. 

42. Did any of the rulers believe on him ? 

42, 43. Why, then, did they not confess him ? 

44, 45. What did Jesus say of such as be- 
lieved in him 1 

46. Why did he compare himself to a light ? 
How does faith in Christ impart life and light 

to the soul 1 

47, 48. What other words did he then ad- 
dress to the multitude ? 

How were they to be judged for their un- 
jbeliefl 

49, 50. In whose name, and by whose com- 
mandment, did Jesus speak and teach ? 

How, then, should we regard his teachings ? 
Ans, With the deepest reverence, and an 
earnest desire to understand their true meaning, 
and to carry their spirit into our daily lives. 

Jesus again retired to Bethany to pass the 
night. As he returned in the morning with 
his disciples to the city, we read that he was 
hungry, and sought fruit from a fig-tree near 
the way ; but, when he came to it, he found 
nothing but leaves thereon : what did he then 
say to the tree 1 Matt. xxi. 19. 
What immediately happened ? ♦ 

* " As the fig-season had xiot arrived, there was reason to 
•zpect that figs would he found on the tree, though not yet 
ripe. The fruit of the fig-tree is produoed, not from the 
■mailer shoots^ as in most trees, hat from the tnmk and laifa 
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As they entered into the temple, what did 
Jesus do ? Matt. xxi. 12. 

What did he say to the people 1 Matt. xxi. 
13. 

Where do we find these words written t Isa. 
Ivi. 7. Jer. vii. 11. 

Was not this the second time that Jesus 
purged the temple, and thus rehuked the profa- 
nation of the house of God ? * See John ii. 13 
—22. 

When the Scrihes and the chief priests heard 
of this act of Jesus, what did they seek to do ! 
Mark xi. 18. 

What were the feelings of the multitude to- 
ward him ? Luke xix. 48. 

When it was evening, where did Jesus go 1 



LESSON LXIV. 

THE LAST DAT IN THE TEMPLE. — PARABLE OF THE TWO 
SONS, — OF THE YINETARD LET OUT TO HUSBANDMEN. 

Matthew XXI. 

20. In the morning, Jesus and his disciples 
again returned from Bethany to Jerusalem, two 
days before the crucifixion. As they passed by 

branches ; and it would be necessary to come close to it, before 
it could be seen whether there were fruit on it, as the fruit 
would be hidden by the leaves. ** — Carpenter, 

* By some, thesjB passages are referred to the same period; 
but it seems more probable that the events related took place 
on the occasion of two different Passovers; the one at the com- 
mencement, the other at the close, of our Saviour's pnblio 
ministry. 
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the barren fig-tree, what remark did the disciples 
make ? Mark xi. 20, 21. 

21. What did Jesus say to them ? Mark xi. 
22,23. 

What is the meaning of these words ? 

Ans. That if we have faith in God, and in his 
power to aid our efforts, we shall be able to 
overcome spipttual difficulties as grjeat as the re- 
moving of mountains. 

22. If our prayers are offered in faith and 
sincerity, have we not the promise of Jesus that 
they shall be answered ? 

What feelings should we cherish toward others, 
if we desire the divine forgiveness for ourselvest 
Mark xi. 25, 26. 

23. As Jesus entered into the temple for the 
last time, and was engaged in teaching the peo- 
ple, what did the chief priests and elders say to 
himl 

24. 25. What did Jesus reply ? 

25 — 27. Were they able to answer his ques- 
tion? 

Why were they not willing to acknowledge 
John the Baptist as a prophet 1 

If they had truly believed in the teachings and 
mission of John, would they not have been 
ready to acknowledge the divine claims of Jesus ? 

27. What did Jesus then say to them 1 

28^*-3Q, Will you repeat the parable of the 
two sons? 

Who is represented by the father of these 
sons? 

Who, by the son? sent into the vineyard ? 

What is meant by the vineyard ? 
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Has not each, one of us a work to perform in 
this world ? 

What class of persons is represented by the 
first son 1 , 

Ans. Those who at first refuse to obey the 
commandments of the gospel, but afterwards 
repent, and strive to do right. 

What characters are represented by the 
second son 1 

Ans, Those who profess their readiness to 
obey the commands of God, but do not act 
according to their profession, or carry their 
religious belief into the duties of daily life. 

Was not this character applicable to many of 
the Scribes and Pharisees, and chief priests ? 

Is there any danger of your forming such a 
character ? 

Ans. There is, unless I earnestly strive to act 
as I profess to believe, and to imitate Jesus in 
the duties of every day. 

31, 32. What application did Jesus make of 
this parable to the people ? 

Were not the poor and despised often more 
ready to listen to the teachings of Jesus than 
the rich and great, and those who received^ 
honor from men ? 

33 — 41. Will yoii now read the parable of 
the vineyard let out to husbandmen 1 

Can you give some account of the manner of 
cultivating vines ? * Where do they grow in 
most abundance 1 

What was the wine-press 1 

* See « Bii<yclop«dia Americana." Al8o Fi«ke> «« Ma- 
nual of Clasfiioal Ldteiatoie," page 631. 
19 
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Ans. A large vat or ressel into whicli the 
juice of the grapes was received, after being 
trodden out.* 

For what purpose was the tower built t 

Ans, To guard the vines from any depreda- 
tion, as a person was constantly stationed in it 
to overlook the vineyard. 

What right had the householder to the fruits 
of the vineyard 1 

Ans. He let it out to the husbandmen, and, 
according to the custom of the times, received 
a portion of the fruits as rent. 

38. As the husbandmei; desired to retain all the 
fruits themselves, what was their object in put- 
ting not only the servants, but the son to death ? 

Ans. That, by destroying him who was to 
inherit the vineyard, they might secure it to 
themselves. 

Who is represented by the householder in 
this parable 1 

Ans. God, our Creator and Father. 

Who, by the husbandmen ? 

Ans. The Jews, who rejected Jesus as the , 
Messiah and Saviour. 

Who are meant by the servants sent to re- 
ceive the fruits of the vineyard 1 

Ans. The prophets and teachers sent by God, 
from time to time, to instruct the people. 

How were many of these prophets received 
and treated by the Jews 1 1 Sam. xxii. 17 — 19. 
2 Chron. xxiv. 20, 21 ; xxxvi. 16. Neh. ix. 26. 
Jer. xxxviii. 6. Luke xiii. 84. Heb. xi. 32 
!■■■ 8 8. 

^ Pee «Lowt|i'8 linlah,'* note* to ^b^ t. . 



THE VINEYARD LET OUT TO HUSBANDUEN. il9 

Who is meant by the son ? 

42. What passage of Scripture does Jesus 
here apply to himself? Ps. cxviii. 22, 23. 

What is the meaning of this passage ? 

Ans, That although the Jews would reject 
Jesus, and put him to death, he was to become 
the head of the whole spiritual kingdom, — to 
be acknowledged as the Saviour and Redeemer 
of man. 

43. What did he then say should be done 
with the kingdom ? 

How were these words fulfilled ? 

Ans, A few years afterward, the nation was 
dispersed, and Jerusalem taken and destroyed 
by the Romans. 

What is the meaning of the forty-fourth verse 1 

Ans. That whosoever shall resist Christ and 
his truth shall injure himself; and that whoso- 
ever shall reject and persecute him, or by wilful 
sin expose himself to the judgments of his reli- 
gion, shall miserably perish. 

45, 46. When the chief . priests and Phari- 
sees heard these parables, and perceived that 
Jesus spake of them, what did they seek to do ? 

How was Jesus regarded by the multitude ? 

What lesson may you learn firom this parable ? 

Ans. That, for all my opportunities and means 
of instruction, I am accountable to God ; and 
that, as he has sent his Son to live and die for 
me, the least return which I can make is to strive 
earnestly to keep his commandments, to love 
him with the whole heart, and cheerfully to do 
his will, by walking humbly and faithfully in 
the path of daily duty. 
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LESSON LXV. 

THE LAST HAT IN THE TEMPLE {cOtUUvued). — PARABLE 
OF TH^ MABRIAOE-FEA8T. — OF ABNDERING TRIBVTB TO 
GJB8AR. — DISCO VR8E9 WITH THE FHARI8ESS. — THE WID- 
OW'S MITE. 

Matthew XXII. 

1 — 14. Will you read the parable of the mar- 
riage-feast ? 

Can you give some account of these feasts as 
they were observed in the time of our Saviour ? ♦ 

How long did these festivals often continue 1 

Ans, Seven days. 

Wcw it customary for the master of the festi- 
val to send two invitations to his guests ? 

Ans, It was, and they were usually summoned 
the second time, just before the festival, ^as we 
read in verse 3. 

3 — 5. Did the invited guests accept this kind 
invitation ? 

6. How did they treat the servants ? 

7. What did the king do when he heard of 
these things ? 

8 — 10. What did he then command his ser- 
vants to do ? 

12. When the king came into the feast and 
saw a inan who had not on a wedding-garment, 
what did he say to him ? 

What custom is here referred to 1 

Ans. The usual marriage- dress was a white, 
embroidered robe. It was customary for the 

* See « Holj Land snd its Inhabitants," ohap. xii ; alao 
Home's Intrcduotion," vol. iii. part iy. ohap. 3. 
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host to provide rich clothes for his guests, as 
those who attended the festival were expected to 
appear in appropriate garments ; and to refuse to 
wear them would have been regarded as an in- 
sult to the master of the feast* Some rich men 
kept hundreds of these garments in their houses 
ready for use.* Befer to Gen. xlv. 22. 2 Kings 
V. 22 ; X. 21, 22. Esther viii. 16. 

13. What did the king command the servants 
to do to the guest for his neglect ? 

Why is the phrase *' outer darkness " here 
used? 

Ans. Allusion is made to the warm, lighted 
apartments where the feast was held, by way of 
contrast with the cold and darkness without. 

What now do you understand by this feast ? 

Who is represented by the king 1 

Who, by the servants sent to invite the 
guests 1 

To what nation was this invitation first given, 
or the knowledge of Christ first offered ? 

Ans. To the Jews. 

How was the conduct of the king toward 
those who rejected his invitation fulfilled in the 
history of the Jews 1 

Ans, About forty years after our Saviour's 
death, they were conquered by the Romans, who 
destroyed thousands of the inhabitants, axid 
" burned up their city." f 
. Who are represented by those in the high- 
ways, afterwards invited to the feast 1 

• See "Home's Introduotioii," vol. iii. part iv. oh»p. 2. 
t See '* Milman's Hiftoiy of the Jewf ." 
19* 
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Ans. Those of all other nations, who were 
not Jews, to. whom the gospel has heen preached. 

Have not you received an invitation to this 
wedding-feast ? 

What are some • of the means by which God 
has invited you to know and obey his will 1 

Ans, The Bible, in which I learn of him as 
my Father, and of Christ as my Saviour ; aU 
the religious instruction which I have received 
from my parents and teachers ; the services of 
the sabbath ; and the teachings and examples 
of all good men. 

What is represented by the wedding-garment 1 

Ans, The graces of the Christian character, — 
humility, love, kindness, forgiveness, faithfulness. 

Have you any good excuse to offer for ne- 
glecting to put on this " wedding-garment *' of 
purity and holiness 1 

Shall you be willing to offer such excuses as 
you may now make to yourself, when called 
into the more immediate presence of God, to 
render an account of your opportunities and 
privileges? 

What is the meaning of the words, '' Many 
are called, but few chosen " ?• 

Ans, That many receive the knowledge of the 
truth, but that comparatively few are heartiiy 
and perseveringly engaged in striving to become 
Christians themselves. 

Is it not dangerous and sinful to neglect 
serious thought, and to omit striving now to 
form a Christian character 1 

What, then, will you make your serious re- 
solution this day 1 
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15. After Jesus had uttered these parables, 
what did the Pharisees seek to do to him ? 

16. Whom did they send to him as he taught 
in the temple ? 

16, 17. What question did they propose to 
him? 

Who was Ceesar 1 

Atis. Tiberius Ceesar was at this time the 
Koman emperor ; but all the emperors received 
this ' appellation from Julius Caesar, who first 
attained the imperial dignity. 

18 — 21. What reply did' Jesus make to 
them ? * 

22. When they heard his reply, what did 
they do ? 

23 — 28. We read that, on the same day, the 
Sadducees came to Jesus, tempting him, or try- 
ing to entangle him in his words : what ques- 
tion did they ask him 1 

Did the Sadducees believe in the existence of 
spirits, or in a resurrection from the dead ? 

29 — 32. What reply did Jesus make ? 

Do not these words teach that the dead still 
live T Refer to Exod. iii. 6 ; 14—16. Heb. xi. 
16. 

33. How were the multitude affected as they 
listened to his teachings ? 

36. When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had 
replied to the Sadducees, we read that they 
gathered together for the same purpose, viz. 
to try him with hard questions. What did one 
of them, who was a lawyer, or Scribe, then ask 
him? ' 

• See "lirermore's Commentaries," vol. i. page 266. 
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37-— 40. How did Jesus answer his question ? 

What did the Scribe then say to him 1 Mark 
xii. 32, 33. 

What did Jesus say in reply ? Mark xii. 34. 

41 — 46. Will you read the conversation of 
Jesus with the Pharisees, that followed ? * 

What is the meaning of this passage ? 

Mark XII. 

41, 42. As Jesus sat near the treaeniry in the 
temple, what did he behold ? 

What was the treasury ? 

Ans. A place in the temple for the deposit of 
sacred treasures. People of every class were 
permitted! to make their offerings, according to 
their desire and ability. 

Where do we find the first mention made of 
such a place of deposit? 2 Kings xii. 9. Refer 
also to Neh. x. 37, 38 ; xiii. 4 — 14. 

What was the value of two mites ? 

Ans. Less than half a cent in our currency. 

43, 44. In what words did Jesus commend to 
his disciples the example of the poor widow ? 

Does not this touching incident teach that 
true benevolence does not consist in the amount 
given, but in the disposition and degre^ of self- 
sacrifice with which the offering is made ? 

If we do for others all that Ues in our power, 
however little it may seem to be, will it not be 
accepted by God? Matt. x. 42. 2 Cor. ix. 7. 

• « From that day forth,"— rather "from that time 
forth,*'.— as the next diseoorse of Jesus was obvioiisly de* 
liyered just before he left the temple. ' 
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THE LAST DAY IN THE TEMPLE {concludetT), — THE FINAL 

discoubse of oub sayiour, denouncing the 8cbibe8 
and pharisees. — on leayinq the temple, he fobe- 
tells its utteh destruction. 

Matthew XXTTI. 

1 — 3. As Jesus taught his disciples and the 
multitude in the temple, what did he say to 
them concerning the Scribes and Pharisees ? 

What is the meaning of the second verse ? 

Ans, Reference is here made to the sitting 
posture, in which Jewish teachers were accus- 
tomed to explain the law. They were regeirded 
and received by the people as the lawful ex- 
pounders of the Mosaic law. 

4 — 7. What did Jesus say of their character ? 

In what way did they bind heavy burdens 
upon others ? 

Atis. By multiplying traditions and cere- 
monies, and insisting upoii the observance of 
these outward forms, as of equal importance 
with obedience to the moral precepts of the 
law. 

What were the phylacteries ? 

Ans, They were scrolls of parchment, worn 
on the forehead and the left arm, and inscribed 
with passages of the law, usually with these : 
Exod. xiii. 1—10 ; Deut. vi. 4—9.; xi. 13—21. 
These were also inscribed on their door-posts. 
The word " phylactery " is derived from a 
Greek verb, meaning " to keep, " in reference 
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either to keeping the law by the use of them, 
or to their keeping or protecting a person by 
their supposed magic efficacy. 

What is the meaning of the phrase, *^ to en- 
large the borders of their garments " ? 

An$, These were the . fringes worn on their 
mantles, according to the law of Moses. (Num. 
XV. 38—40.) By rendering these broad and 
conspicuous, and thus making their garments 
long, they manifested their desire to appear more 
holy than others. Mark xii. 38. Luke xx. 46. 

What does the word " Rabbi'* signify? 

Ans. Doctor, master, or teacher. 

8 — 10. Why were not the disciples of Jesus 
to be called by this title ? 

11, 12. What lesson of humility did he teach 
them ? 

Did he not teach them this lesson even more 
emphatically in his own life ? 

13 — 33. Will you now read the passage in 
which Jesus denounces the Scribes and Phari- 
sees for their hypocrisy ? * 

What were mint, anise, and cumin, spoken 
of in yerse 23 ? 

Ans. Mint was the sweet-scented garden 
mint, or spearmint. Anise, or rather dill, was 
an aromatic plant used by perfumers. Cumin 
was an herb resembling fennel, with aromatic 
seeds of a hot and bitter taste. 

♦ "Woe unto yon ! " rather, « Alas for yon ! " for it ia 
consonant with onr ideas of the character of Jesns to beliew 
that love and pity mingled even with his most searohing 
rebukes. 

Verse 24. « Ye blind guides, which strain out a gnat," Ac. 

Verse 26. « Ye make clean the outside of the cap and 
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What " tithes " are here referred to ? 

Ans, The Scribes and Pharisees were not 
satisfied with paying the usual tithes for the 
support of the Levites and the poor, and for 
the service of the temple ; but they also paid a 
tenth part of the small herbs. Num. xyiii. 20 
— 24. Deut. xiv. 22 — 29. 

Was it wrong in them so to do ? See verse 

Why are they compared to whited sepulchres ? 

Ans. Among the Jews, it is said that the 
tombs were annually whitewashed, so that they 
might be shunned, as touching them rendered 
apersonritually unclean. (Num. xix. 16.) Their 
whiteness must have possessed a degree of beau- 
ty, contrasted with the green grass and groves by 
which they were surrounded ; but within they 
were full of dead bodies. 

Will you explain the twenty-ninth and thir- 
tieth verses ? 

Ans* It was customary, both among the Jews 
and Gentiles, to show reverence for the dead, 
by building or adorning their tombs. Thus the 
Scribes and Pharisees adorned the tombs of the 
prophets, but violated their instructions, and 
were ready to put even the long-predicted liies- 
siah to death. 

34 — 36. What did Jesus say of the manner 
in which they would treat the prophets and 

platter ; but within they are fall of the wages of extortion 
and wickedness. ' ' 

Verse 33. **Ye serpents," Ao. ** This seeming harshness 
of language may be attributed, in part, to the Oriental highly 
fignratiye mode of speech, which delights in the boldest me- 
taphors. Jesus here adopts the xuoaX style." 
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teachers who would be sent unto them ? Refer 
to Acts viii. 54 — 60 ; xii. 2. 2 Cor. xi. 23 — 
33. 

37 — 39. In what touching words did he then 
express his feelings toward Jierusalem ? 

What " house " is here meant? 

Ans. The temple, which the Jews regarded 
with so much reverence and pride. 

To what does he allude in the thirty-nin^ 
verse ? 

Ans. To the hosannas with which he had been 
saluted on his entrance into Jerusalem, three 
days previously. See chap. xxi. 9. Ps. cxviii. 
25, 26. 

As Jesus went out from the temple for the 
last time, what did his disciples desire to show 
to him ? Matt. xxiv. 1 . 

Why do you suppose that they drew his at- 
tention to this beautiful edifice at that particular 
time? Matt, xxiii. 38. 

What did Jesus foretell with regard to it ? * 
Matt. xxiv. 2. 

What must have been their feelings in bear- 
ing these words ? 

When was this prophecy fulfilled ? 

* Joeephus says, that many of these stones were twenty- 
fire cubits (or thirty-seven feet) long, eighteen broad, and 
twelve high. 
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LESSON LXVn. 

DI8COI7B8E8 ON THE MOUNT OP OLIVES. — PBOPHECT 
RE8PECTINO THE DEBTRUCTION OP JBBUBALEM. — 
BXHOBTATIONS TO WATCHPULNESS. 

Matthew XXIV, 

We read that Jesus and his disciples, after 
leaving the temple, went out to the Mount of 
Olives, or Olivet : where was this situated ! 

Ans. It was a high ridge of land, lying east 
of Jerusalem, so called from the olive-trees 
growing upon it. The valley of Jehoshaphat 
or of Hinnom, and the hrook Kedron, lay be- 
tween the mountain and Jerusalem. 

It was now probably near the close of the day, 
when the setting sun was reflected with brillian- 
cy from the palaces of the city, and from the 
golden roof of the temple, towering above all 
surrounding edifices, in its gorgeous magnifi- 
cence, like a '^ mountain of white marble." As 
the disciples gazed upon its glowing splendor, 
and then remembered the prophecy of Jesus re- 
lating to its utter destruction, what question of 
the deepest interest to them did they ask him 1 

Which of the disciples were these 1 Mark 
xui. 3. 

What is here meant by the " end of the world "? 

Ans, The end of the Jewish world or dispen- 
sation. 

4 — 8. What reply did Jesus make 1 

9 — 12. What kind of treatment were the dis- 
ciples of Christ to receive 1 
20 



230 UBSON Lxrn. — ^ matt. zxiy. 

13. What is said of lum who should endure 
unto the end ? 

14. When did Jesus say that the end should 
come ; that is, the end of the Jewish state t 

What is here meant hy ** all the world " ? 

Ans. The Roman empire, which embraced 
nearly all the countries then known. 

Was the gospel thus preached and spread 
abroad? 

Ans. During the forty years that intervened 
between the death of Christ and the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the gospel was preached in almost all 
the known parts of Asia, Africa, and Europe. 
See Rom. i. 7, 8 ; xv. 19, 24—28. Gal. i. 17. 
Col. i. 6, 2S. 

15 — 22. What directions does Jesus bid hb 
disciples to observe, when the Roman army 
should approach, and the siege of Jerusalem 
commence ? 

What would become of the inhabitants of this 
great city ? Luke xxi. 24. 

What is here meant by the ^ abomination of 
desolation," or the desc^ating abomination ? 

Ans. Probably the Roman armies. 

How were the houses built in the East ? 

Ans. With fiat roofs and stairs on the oat- 
side ; so that a person might easily descend, pr 
pass from roof to roof, without entering the 
house. The expression here used is figurative, 
implying that they were to eik^ape with the ut- 
most expedition. 

Why were they to pray that their flight 
might not be on the siabbath t 

Ans. Because, accotdiilg to the law of lif osea. 
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a sabbath day's journey was less than one mile. 
The gates of towns and cities were also closed 
on that day. Neh. xiii. 19 — -22. 

Will you give some account of the "great 
tribulation " of those days, -^ of the siege of Je- 
rusalem, and the terrible famine that prevailed 
within its walls, — of the escape of the Christians, 
the burning of the temple, and the fearful suffer- 
ings inflicted upon the Jews by the Romans 1 

What do you understand by the words, 
"For the elect's* sake, those days shall be 
shortened " ? 

Ans.^ That this should be for the sake of the 
Christians, who were called the elect, because 
they were the chosen or choice people of God. 

28 — 28. In what words does Jesus warn his 
disciples of false Christs and false prophets who 
should arise ? 

What is here meant by " the coming of the 
Son of man " ? 

Ans, The destruction of Jerusalem, which 
would come upon many of 'the inhabitants with 
the suddenjiess of lightning. 

Will you explain the twenty-eighth verse? 
See Lesson LYI. 

29 — 31. What further sublime decl4rations 
does Jesus make, relative to the destruction of 
the city and of the nation 1 

Is not this language to be regarded as figura- 
tive ? 

Ans. It is ; and we find similar figures em- 
ployed by the prophets to portray the overthrow 

• ThiB word, in Hellenistio xiaage, had the force of «ie- 
laoted for privileges and approved for excellence.** 
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of states and kingdoms. Isa. xxxiv. 4 — 10; 
xiii. 10 — 13; Ix. 19, 20. Ezek. xxxii. 7,8. 
Dan. viii. 10. Joel ii. 28 — 32; iii. 15. Amos 
viii. 9. Acts ii. 14 — 21. 

Will you explain the thirty-first verse 1 

Ans. By the " angels " are here meant the 
apostles and early teachers of Christianity. The 
" sound of the trumpet " signifies that the gos- 
pel with its thrilling messages would resound 
like a trumpet through the world. " They shall 
gather together his elect ; " that is, through the 
instrumentality of the early preachers of Chris- 
tianity, a Christian church, or associatioji of be- 
lievers, shall be gathered together irom every 
quarter and nation. See Acts ii. 6—11. 

32, 33. Will you repeat the parable, or rather 
illustration, of the fig-tree 1 

34, 35. When were all these events to take 
place 1 

36. Did Jesus reveal the exact day and hour 
when they would occur 1 

37 — 41. What did he say of the comparative 
suddenness of these events 1 

42 — 44. In what words does he exhort his 
disciples to watchfulness ? 

45 — 47. What is said of the faithful and wise 
servant ? 

48 — 51. What of the evil servant? 

Do not these commands to watchfulness ap- 
ply to each of us individually? Mark Kiii. 
35—37. 

Will not the hour of death be to each one of 
us as " the coming of the Son of man " ? 

Are you prepared to meet your Saviour, and 
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to render up your .account with kumble confi- 
dence and joy ? 

If 80, will death seem as an. event to be feared 
or dreaded 1 
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DI800X7B8E8 ON THB MOUNT OF 0LITS8 (continued). — 
FASABLB OF THB TBN YIBOIMSy *— OF TKS TAIiBKTB, — 
OF THB SHBBF AMD QOATB. 

Matthew XXV. 

1 — 13. Will you repeat the parable,. of the 
ten virgins ? 

"What is here meant by the kingdom of heaven? 

Ans. The Christian dispensation, or the com- 
ing of Christ in his kingdom. 

Will you explain the manner of conducting 
.« pastern weddings ? Kefer to Lesson LXIV. 

What kind of lamps are here referred to ? 

Ans, They were torches made of iron pr 
earthenwa^re, to which r^gs, soaked in olive o^, 
were attached, and which were carried on., a 
wooden stick or handle. They gave a brilliant 
.light, but need^d replenishing iirith oil. fr^mt^e 
to time. 

When were tjiese weddix^gs uflually celelnra- 
ted? 

Ans* In the evening or night. 

3, 4. What was the difference , in the conduct 
of the wise- and foolish viiigw ? 

6 — 7. What .happened at midnight? 

8. What did the foolish say to the; vrise i 
20» 
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9. What reply did they receive ? 

10. What took place during their absence ? 

11. 12. When the foolish yirg^ins returned, 
what did the bridegroom say to them ? « 

13. How does Jesus apply this parable to his 
disciples ? 

Is it not equally applicable to all ? 

What is here meant by the '' coming of the 
Son of man " ? 

Ans. Reference is made to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, when the Jewish religion was super- 
seded by Christianity, the truths of the gospel 
spread abroad, and thus the spiritual kingdom 
of Christ established. See the previous Lesson. 

What is the most important application of 
this lesson to us ? 

Ans,^ The coming into our hearts of .the reli- 
gion and truth of Christ. 

Are not the various events of life, — sickness 
and health, sorrow and joy, the teachings of the 
Bible, the example of the pure and good, the 
beautiful works of nature, — all to be regarded 
as so many '* comings '' of the Saviour to our 
hearts ? 

If you sincerely strive to obey his words, to 
imitate his example, and to be watchful and 
prayerful, will not the summons to meet him, 
whether it come in the morning or at midnight, 
be a welcome summons ? 

14 — 30. From the parable of the virgins, we 
have learned the duty of watchfulness : will you 
now repeat the parable of the talentis i 

What is the great lesson to be learned from 
this parable } 
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Ans, That for all my opportunities, privileges, 
and talents, whether they be greater or less, I 
am accountable to God. 

Has not God bestowed upon different indi- 
viduals different capacities and privileges ? 

What are some or these various talents ^ 

Ans. Our mental powers, as memory, judg- 
ment, imagination ; our wealth ; our time ; 
opportunities of doing good. 

Does not every one, however humble he may 
seem, possess some talents by which he may do 
good to others, and please God ? 

Should the possession of superior mental 
powers, or of outward goods, ever make a per- 
son proud or self-satisfied ? 

Ans. No ; for every talent is a gift of God, 
and he who possesses the many will be equally 
, accountable with him who has but the few. 

What persons are represented by the servant 
who buried his talent in the earth ? 

Ans, Those who are dissatisfied with th^r 
abilities and opportunities, and therefore do not 
try to make any good use of them. 

If we do not strive to improve our talents, 
what must we expect ? 

Ans. That they will be taken from us. 

21 — 23. What encouragement have we for 
exertion and perseverance in self-improvement, 
both mental and spiritual ? 

Will you explain the twenty-ninth verse 1 

Ans. Talents grow by use, and are frittered 
away and lost by idleness and negligence. 

31 — 46. Will you repeat the parable of the 
sheep and the goats ? 
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31 — 33. What representation does Christ 
.here give of the final judgment ? 

34 — ^^36. What will the king say to those on 
his right hand ? 

37 — 39. What wiU the righteous reply 1 

40. What will the king then answer 1 

.41^-43. Wliat will be said to those on the 
left hand of the judge 1 
• 44. Sow will they answer him ? 
*45, 46. What will the king say unto these t 

What custom among the Jews is alluded to 
in this parable ? 

Ans, In the Jewish courts^ or in the conrt of 
the Sanhedrim,. the right hand of the judge was 
regarded as a place of honor, or for die acquit- 
ted ; the left, as a place of disgrace, or- for the 
condemned. 

By whom is. all judgment committed unto. the 
-Soni John V. 22 — 27. 

Are not his judgments just? John v. <30. 
. Compare also John v. 27. Heb. iv. 14 — 16. 

What, tben^ should be our chief aim in life! 
2 Cor. V. 9, 10. 

What is the great design of this parable t 

Ans. To teach the certainty of a future .aad 
just retribution. 

What kiftd of a life- will alone be > acceptable 
to God 1 

Ans. A life of activegoodness and sincere {»ety. 

Will it be . sufficient for us to have thought 
merely of our own good andimproirement, with- 
oiit having had ^ any -reference to the well-4>e]ng, 
eomfort, and hap{»ness of others 1 

40. What encouragement have we for-doi^ 
all in our power to promote the good of others t 
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If we have striven to lead such a life, may we 
not hope that Qod will forgive our sins and 
shortcomings, through his infinite mercy and 
love, as manifested in Christ 1 

But, if w^e have been careless, indiflferent, and 
wilfully negligent, and have spurned the in- 
structions which we have received, what must 
we expect ? 

Ans, We can enjoy no true happiness here, 
and must expect a fearful retribution for our 
sins in the world to come. John v. 28, 29. 

What gives to these three parables a peculiar 
interest and significance ? 

Ans, They were the last ever uttered by our 
Saviour, having been delivered just before his 
trial and crucifixion. 

Will you repeat the three great lessons to be 
learned from them 1 

Ans. The parable of the virgins teaches the 
duty of watchfulness ; that of the talents, the 
importance of improving every opportunity, 
privilege, and talent ; that of the sheep and 
goats, the certainty of a future retribution, 
when for all thetfe things we must render an 
account, so that our future condition must de- 
pend upon our present character, — upon the 
plans, aims, and purposes cherished in this life. 

If you have formed the habit of watchfulness 
and self-examination, will you not be more 
earnest and faithful in the improvement of your 
talents, and thus be prepared to meet your 
Saviour with gladness, and to hear from him 
the joyful w6rds, "Come, ye blessed of my 
Father " ? 
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LESSON LXIX 



THE SANHBDBUf CONSULT HOW TO PUT JE8U3 TO DBAXH. 
JTJDA8 OFPEK8 TO DELtVEB HIM UP. 

Matthew XXVI. 
1, 2. After Jobub had spoken these parables, 
what did he say to his disciples ! 

3 5. What did the chief priests, elders, and 

scribes determine to do ? 

Where did they assemble to consult together t 
Was this their usual place of meeting t 
Ans. It was not. They usually met in a 
chamber of the temple ; but, about forty years 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, or about 
the time here referred to, they ceased to bold 
their sessions in that place. 

Can you give any account of Caiaphas and his 

character 1 

14. What did Judas Iseariot then do 1 

15. What did he say to the chief priests 1 
How did they receive his proposal 1 Luke 

xxii. '5. 

15, 16. On what terms did he agree to betray 

Jesus 1 

What was the value of thirty pieces of silver 1 

Ans. About fifteen dollars in our currency. 
It was the price usually paid for a slave. See 
Exod. xxi. 32. 

Was there any thing in the previous history 
and character of Judas that would lead us to 
suppose him capable of performing such a deed ? 

What must have been his state of mind at 
this time ? 
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LESSON LXX. 

MtBB AND ICftaX OOKMiaSZONED TO PBEPABX FOB THB 
PABCBAL ST7PPBK. — TRANBAGTIOXS AND D18C017BSS8 AT 
THB TABLB BETOSB TKB INSTITUTION OV TKB LOBD'B 
STTPPBB. — JESUS WASHES THB DISCIFLES' PBBT. 

LuKB XXTT. John XTTT. 

Luke xxii. 7, 8. When the day arrived that 
the Passover should be prepared, what did Jesua 
say to Peter and John 1 

9-— 12. What directions did he give them 
when they asked where they should make ready 
to celebrate the feast ? 

13. Did they find as he had said unto them 1 

Why do you suppose that he gave these 
directions 1 

Ans. Because it was customary for the Jews 
in the city to furnish accommodations gra- 
tuitously for the use of those who came from a 
distance to celebrate the Passover. Besides, it 
is probable that Jesus had some previous ac- 
quaintance with '' the good man of the house." 

Will you give some account of the institution 
of l^e Passover ? Exod. xiL 

What were some of the ceremonies observed 
in its celebration T * 

ft 

• See « Home's Introdaction,** vol. iii. part ili. chap. 4. 
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What was the usual manner of reclining at 
table ? 

What was the form of the table then used ? 

15, 16. When the hour arrived, and Jesus 
placed himself at the table with the twelve 
apostles, what did he say to them 1 

17, 18. What did he then do ? * 

24. What strife then arose among the disa- 
pies, perhaps originating in their rivalry for 
seats at the table ; the place next to the master 
of the feast being regarded as the most honor- 
able? 

25, 26. What did Jesus. say to them concern- 
ing the spirit which they should cultivate 1 

27. What lesson did he draw from his own 
example ? 

28 — 30. What words of encouragement did 
he then address to them ? f 

JoHK XTTT. 

' Before partaking of the Feast of the Passover, 
Jesus knowing that his hour had come that he 
should depart out of this world unto the Father, 
we read that, having " loved his own who were 
in the world, he loved them unto the end." And 
when the hour for supper had arrived]: (Jesus 

* This was the enp of wine with which the Paschal Supper 
usually began. 

t " Te are they who have continued with me in my trials ; 
and since my Father hath appointed unto me a kingdom, I 
promise unto you that ye shall eat and drink at my table in 
my kingdom," A^c. 

% Our translation reads, " And supper being ended ; " but 
it is evident that the following incident took place btfore the 
eating of the Passover. 
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knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he came forth from 
God, and was going to God), what significant 
act did he perform, to impress more deeply upon 
the minds of his disciples his lessons of humi- 
lity and love 1 

4, 5. Was not washing the feet before meals 
a common practice among the Jews ? 

How were the sandals worn ? 

By whom was this service commonly per- 
formed 1 

Ans, By servants orislaves. (Refer to 1 Sam. 
XXV. 41.) It was also sometimes rendered by the 
host, or by a member of his family, as a token of 
respect and affection. See 1 Tim. v. 10. 

6. What did Peter say when Jesus came to 
wash his feet ? 

7, 8. What reply did Jesus make ? 

What is the meaning of the words, " If I 
wash thee not, thou hast no part with me " ? 

Ans. That without such inward purity and 
humility as was represented by this symbolical 
act, — without a spirit cleansed and sanctified 
through the influence of the spirit and teach- 
ings of Christ, — Peter could not be his disciple. 

9. What did Peter then say ? 

What trait of character is here exhibited 1 

10, 11. What did Jesus reply 1 

1 2 — 1 6. After performing this act of lowliness 
and kindness, and thus strikingly rebuking 
their spirit of rivalry and ambition, in what 
words did Jesus still farther seek to impress 
upon the minds of the apostles his own spirit 
of love, forbearance and humility 7 
21 
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17. Is it sufficient for us merely to know the 
feelings which we ought to cherish toward 
others, unless we also strive to carry them into 
our daily lives 1 

Should we not always he ready to perform 
even the lowest and most humhle offices that 
can contribute to the comfort or happiness of 
others ? 

What alone renders any action great or noble ? 

Ans, The spirit in which it is performed. 

Must not this striking and beautiful incident 
in our Saviour's life have often recurred to the 
minds of the apostles, to check their feelings of 
pride and ambition 1 

Did it not convey a far deeper and more im- 
pressive lesson to their minds than his words 
alone could have done ? 

18, 19. In what words did Jesus then refer to 
his betrayal by Judas T See Ps. xli. 9. 

Although he had so distinct a knowledge of 
the traitor's design, did he not still treat him 
with kindness and forbearance ? 

20. What did Jesus say to his apostles con- 
cerning those who should receive them, and 
listen to their teachings 1 
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T&AirSACTIONS AND DI80OUB8E8 AT THE PASCHAL TABLB 

(continued), — tsb lobd's suppeb xnstitutbd. 

John XTII. Ltjkk XXIT. 
John xiii. 21. We read, that, after disoours- 
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ing with the apostles, Jesus was ** trouhled in 
spirit : " in what words did he express to them 
the cause of his feelings 1 

22. How were they affected hy his words 1 
Matt. xxvi. 22. 

23. Which of the twelve reclined at the tahle 
next to Jesus ? 

24. What did Peter then do 1 

25. 26. How did Jesus reply to the question 
of John, " Lord, who is it ? " 

Is it not probable that the nature of this 
reply was known only to John ? 

What is meant by " the sop " ? 

Ans. It was a morsel of bread dipped into a 
sauce made of bitter herbs, always used at the 
Passover supper. 

27. What did Jesus then say to Judas ? 

28. Did any of the disciples understand the 
true import of these words ? 

29. What did they suppose him to mean ? 
Do not these few words show that Jesus 

was in the habit of aiding the poor and desti? 
tute? 

30. What did Judas then dot At what 
hour was this? 

31. 32. What did Jesus then say of himself? 

33. In what words did he address his disci- 
ples ? 

34. What, new commandment did he give 
them? 

35. How should all men know that they were 
his disciples ? 

36. What question did Peter then ask Jesus ? 
How did Jesus reply ? 
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37. In what ardent words did Peter express 
bis attachment to Jesus ? 

38. What sad reply did Jesus make t 

Luke XXII. 
31, 32. What further words did he address 
to Simon, at once expressive of a profound 
knowledge of his character, and of the most fer- 
vent affection for him ? 

33. What reply did Peter make ? 

34. In what words did Jesus again warn him 
of his inconstancy and denial ? 

35. What question did he then ask his dis- 
ciples ? 

What was their reply ? 

36. What directions did he give them 1 
What is the meaning of these words ? 

Ans, He admonishes them, in figurative 
language, to prepare for their approaching trials 
and dangers. 

37. What did he then say of himself, and of 
his impending sufferings and death 1 Isa. liii. 
12. 

38. What did the disciples reply ? 
What did Jesus say ? 

Ans. '* It is enough," or. It is sufficient : you 
do not yet comprehend the true meaning of my 
words, or understand that they refer to spirit- 
ual, and not to earthly things. 

Give some account of the ceremonies observed 
in eating the Passover. 

19, 20. Will you now repeat, in the words of 
the evangelist, the account of the institution 
of the Lord's Supper 1 Matt. xxvi. 26 — 29. 
Mark xiv. 22 — 25. 
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What does Paul write to the church at 
Corinth on the same subject 1 1 Cor. xi. 23 
—26. 

May we not regard these touching words, — 
" This do in remembrance of me," both as a 
command and a request 1 

Should not their observance be regarded both 
as a dutj, and as an expression of affection, gra^ 
titude, and love 1 

When should this rite be observed 1 

Ans. When there is the freed, sincere purpose 
to follow Christ in heart and in life. 

Is it expressive of any great attainments in 
goodness 1 

^ns. It is not ; but of a sincere desire to 
lead a Christian life, — to be like Jesus. 

Is not the service one of grateful commemo- 
ration ? 

Ans, It is, — bringing to mind all that Christ 
has done and suffered for us, ^* that he might 
bring us to God." 

Should it not also tend to cherish in the 
mind a deeper sense of the love of God to us ? 

Atts, It should; for " God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
b'lt have everlasting life." 

Do you desire thus to commemorate your 
Saviour in the way of his appointment ? 

Do you cherish the purpose thus to confess 
him before men 1 

If you would regard as sacred the .dying re- 
quest of your parents, or of any near friend, 
why neglect the obdervance of this touching 
21* 
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and beautiful commemoration of your best and 
highest friend, — your elder Brother, — your 
Teacher, — your Redeemer ? 



LESSON LXXn. 

CONBOLATOBT DISC0UBSE8 OF JBSU8 WITH TKB AP08TLB8, 
WHILE TBT AT THE FASOHAIi TABLE. 

Jomr XIV. 

1 — 4. What does Jesus say to comfort bis 
disciples, in view of their approaching separa- 
tion? 

What do you understand by the *' many 
mansions in the Father's house '' ? 

6. What did Thomas then say 1 

6, 7. How did Jesus reply 1 

How is Jesus the way, the truth, and the life t 

8. What request did Philip then make ? 

9r What was the answer of Jesus ? 

What is the ^neaning of these words ? 

Ans, That the character and attributes of 
God were expressly revealed and manifested in 
and through Christ. 

10. In what words does he express the inti- 
mate union between himself and God 1 

11. To what does he appeal for a proof of 
his divine mission ? 

12. What assurance did he give the apostles, 
if they truly believed in him ? 

13, 14. What promise did Jesus make to his 
disciples 1 

If our prayers are offered sincerely through 
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Christ, or in the name of Christ, will they not 
always he accepted 1 

15. What proof does Jesus require in his 
disciples of true love to him X Verse 21. 

16, 17. What further encouragement does he 
give them ? 

On whom does he promise that the Holy 
Spirit shall be bestowed ? Luke xi. 13. 

18 — 20. In what words of love does he still 
continue to address them 1 * 

2 1 . What is the only sure test of love to Christi 
To whom does Jesus promise to manifest 

himself? 

22. What question did Judas then ask re- 
specting these words of our Saviour ? 

What Judas was this 1 

Arts, He is elsewhere called Lebbeus or 
Thaddeus, brother of James the Less, and au- 
thor of the Epistle of Jude. See Matt. x. 3. 

23. 24. What was the reply of Jesus T . 

Is not this promise given to all who sincerely 
believe in Christ ? 

26. Jesus having spoken these words, '* being 
yet present with his disciples," what promise 
did he make to them with regard to the " Com- 
forter, or Advocate, whom the Father would send 
unto them " ? 

27. What parting blessing did he bestow 
upon his disciples 1 

Is not this peace, the " peace of Jesus," pro- 
mised to all his faithful followers 1 



♦ " I will not leave you orphans ;• I am coming to yon for 
a little while longer ; yet the world seeth me no more " 
«< Aft that day," i.e. hea9ef<nrward, « ye ihaU know," Ac 



it 
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28. Of what former declaration of liis did lie 
then remind his apostles ? 

Why wonld they rejoice if they tnily loved 
him? , 

When our Christian friends are removed from. 
ns by death, should we not rejoice in their pfurer 
and higher happiness, however we may lament 
their absence &om us 1 

Shall we not strive to be calm, even in the 
midst of sorrow, when we remember the blessed 
assurance of Jesus, that ^' where he is, they will 
lie also " ? 

29. Why did Jesus say these things at that 
time 1 

30. 31. What further words did he then 
address to his disciples ? 

What is meant by *' the prince of this world" t 



1* 



LiSSSON Lxxni. 

OOMTINUATION OF THE DI8COUBSE8 OV XE8TT8 iHXR THB 

ikPOStLES. 

John XV., XVI. 

1, 2. To what does Jesus compare himself, to 
show the intimate union between himself and 
his disciples ? ' 

What probably suggested this imagery to his 
mind at this time 1 

Ans, By some it is supposed that Jesus, with 
the little band of disciples, had already left the 
room where they had partaken of the Passover, 
and were passing along the vine-embowered path 
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that led to the garden of Gethsemane. Others 
think that this imagery was suggested hy the 
j&uit of which they had partaken at the feast, and 
that the following discourses were uttered while 
they were still in the paschal-chamher. 

3. In what way does Jesus say that his dis- 
ciples had been made clean ? 

How does the word of Christ purify the 
soul? 

4. What is necessary for us in order that we 
may bear fruit ? 

5. 6. What is said of the intimate, spiritual 
union that should subsist between the disciple 
and Christ ? 

Who alone will bear much fruit ? 

7. What promise does Jesus give to all those 
who abide in him ? 

What is it to " abide in Christ " 1 

8. How is the Father glorified ? 

9. What does Jesus say of his love to his dis- 
ciples ? 

10. What is the only true test of love to 
Christ? 

11. Why did Jesus say these things to his 
disciples ? 

12. What special command did he give them ? 

13. What is one of the strongest proofs of 
affection ? 

How will this spirit manifest itself in us, if 
truly cherished ? 

14. Who are the true friends of Jesus ? 

15. Why did Jesus call his disciples friends, 
and not servants ? 

16. Why did he choose and ordain them ? 
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What encouragement did lie giye them to 
pray to the Father 1 

17. What command did he again give Ms dis- 
ciples ? 

In what words does the Apostle John after- 
ward inculcate the same precepts ? 1 John iy. 
19—21 ; V. 2, 3. 

18 — 20. If they were hated by others, what 
were they to remember for their support and 
comfort ? Refer to Matt. x. 17 — 25. John 
xiii. 16. 

Why were they to expect persecution ? 

21. Why would these things happen to them? 

22, 23. If Jesus had not come and spoken to 
the Jews, would they have had sin ? 

24. To what does he appeal for a proof of his 
mission ? 

25. To what passage of Scripture does Jesus 
refer as applicable to himself? Ps. Ixix. 4. 

26. What promise does he giye them of the 
Comforter 1 

27. Why were the apostles to bear special 
witness to the truth of Jesus 1 

Did they not nobly and faithfully fulfil their 

mission ? 

John XVI. 

1. Why had Jesus said these things to his 
disciples ? 

2. What treatment were they to receive as 
his disciples ? 

What does it mean to be put out of the syna- 
gogue ? See Lesson XX. 

3. Why would these things be done unto 
them ? 
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4. Wliy did Jesus tell them these things ? 

5, 6. What further words did he address to 
them? 

7. Why was it expedient for them that Jesus 
should go away 1 

8 — 11. What would the Comforter do when 
he should come ? 

Will you explain this passage 1 What do 
you understand by the Comforter 1 

12. Why did not Jesus convezse still longer 
with his disciples 1 

13, 14. Who would guide them into all truthi 

What is meant by " the spirit of truth " J 

15. To whom do all things that the Father 
hath beloiig ? 

16. In what simple and touching words does 
Jesus again refer to his approaching death 1 

17. 18. What did some of the disciples then 
question among themselyes 1 

19 — ^22. When Jesus knew that they were 
desirous to ask him the meaning of his words, 
what did he say to them 1 

23. Of whom were they to ask all their bless- 
ings? 

24. In whose name were they to pray to the 
Father? 

25. Did Jesus promise to reveal his meaning 
and purposes stUl more dearly to his dis- 
ciples?* 

26. 27. Why did be say that the Father loved 
them? 

28. From whom did he oome, and to vrhon^ 
was he goiAg ? 

f «« Ptorerbfl,*' or dork sayingi. 
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29, 30. What did the disciples then say to him? 

31, 32. What did Jesus reply ? 

When were these words fulfilled ? Mark xiv- 
50. 

33. Why had Jesus spoken all these words 
to his disciples 1 

Did he not teach them to expect sorrow and 
trial in this life ? Why, then, were they to be of 
" good cheer " ? 

Are not these words addressed equally to all 
Christians, of every age 1 

In the midst of suffering and sorrow, may we 
not also feel that '' we are not alone, for the 
Father is with us " ? 

Will not this thought sustain us under every 
anxiety, trial, and bereavement 1 



LESSON LXXrV. 

CHBIBT PBAT8 70B HIMSELF AKD HIS DI8CIPLB8. 

joHw xvn. 

1. When, Jesus had spoken these words of 
consolation and instruction to his disciples, in 
what words did he address the Father ? 

2. What authority had he received from Qod ? 

3. What is life eternal 1 

4. In what words did he speak of having ful- 
filled his earthly work and mission 1 

How may we finish the work given us to do ? 

Ans. By faithfully fulfilling the duties of 
each passing hour ; for thus only can ^e accom-r 
plish the great work of life. 
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5. For what does Jesus pray to the Father ? 
What does Paul say, in his Epistle to the 

Philippians, of the dignity and exalted nature 
of Jesus ? Phil. ii. 6 — 11. 

What is said of the same in his Epistle to thtf 
Ephesians ? Eph. i. 20—23. 

6. To whom had Jesus manifested the cha- 
racter of God ? 

Did he not hear the express image of God 1 
Col. i. 19 ; ii. 9. Heb. i. 3. 

7. 8. What had he made known to them ? 
Had the apostles believed in the divine mis- 
sion of Jesus ? 

9. For whom did Jesus pray ? 
10 — 12. In what earnest words did he inter- 
cede for his disciples ? 

13. To whom was Jesus about to go ? 
Why did he speak these things 1 

14. What had he imparted to his disciples 1 
How would they be treated by the world ? 
15 — 18. What was his prayer for them when 

, the thought of their future trials and temp- 
tations filled his mind ? 

19. Why did Jesus sanctify himself? 
What is it to be sanctified through the truth ? 

20. For whom did Jesus pray, besides the 
apostles ? 

21 — 23. What earnest petition did he offer 
for all his future followers, — for all who should 
believe in him ? 

24. What desire did he express for all his 
true disciples ? 

Will not this desire be accomplished 1 Phil. i. 
23. 1 These, ii. 19; iv. 13—17. 
22 
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25, 26. In what words does Jesus conclude 
Ids petitions for his apostles 1 

Does not this prayer evince the spirit of 
reverence, piety, and love, in which Jesus always 
approached the Father 1 

Does it not reveal to us the perfect calmness 
and peace that filled his mind, — his sublime 
self-forgetfulness and tranquil devotion ? 

Could there be a deeper, more fervent love 
than that which filled the heart of Jesus for all 
his disciples ? 

Are you striving to live worthily of such love ? 

Does it not impose upon you the most' sacred 
obligation to be true to the teachings and ex- 
ample of your Saviour 1 



LESSON LXXV. 

JX8X7B IN THB OABDEN OF OBTHSEHANB. — HB IS BB- 
TBATED BT JUDAB TO THB 0FFICBB8 OF THB CHIEF 
PBIBSTB AND BULBB8. , 

Matthew XXVI. 

30. After the institution of the Lord's Sup- 
per, followed by the consoling discourses of 
Jesus, with his apostles recorded by John, what 
did they do before leaving the paschal cham- 
ber? 

Was it customary among the Jews to sing or 
chant hymns at their sacred feasts I 

What psalms were usually sung at the Pass- 
over 1 Ans, Psalms cxv. — cxviii. 

Sfl, 32. What did Jesus say to his diadplei ! 
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Refer to Zach. ziii. 7 ; also to Matt, xxviii. 
16,, 17. 

33. In what confident words did Peter ex- 
press his attachment to Christ ? 

34. What reply did Jesus make ? * 

35. What did Peter and all of the disciples 
then say to him ? 

&6. To what place did Jesus then go with his 
disciples 1 Verse 30. 

Where was the garden of Gethsemane ? 

Ans, It was separated from Jerusalem by the 
brook Cedron, and lay at the foot of the Mount 
of Olives. 

' What is the meaning of the word Geth- 
semane ? 

Ans, It means literally a place of oil-presses ; 
referring to the olive oil'thete manufactured. 

Was not this a favorite place of resort with 
Jesus ? John xviii. 1,2. 

On arriving at this place, what did he say to 
his disciples ? 

37. Which of them did he take with him ? 

37, 38. What were his feelings at this hour ? 

39. What earnest prayer did he then oflfer ? f 

* " It appears dear that the wammg recorded by Luke 
and John oceuned in the paschal chamoer, while that re- 
corded by Matthew.and Mark was giren on the way to Qeth- 
semane. Matthew's words relate to the cock-crowing, — that 
which occurred about the commencement of the last watch ; 
Mark's, to the earlier cock-cb)wing as well. Mark probably 
learnt the exact expression from the apostle Peter himseu. 
According to this view, there were three separate warnings." 

t It was the eastern to ^ve every guest a cup of liquor, as 
well as a certain portion of food. Htence, cup metaphorioaUy 
denotes a portion assigned^ a particular lot. See Ps. xvi. 6 ; 
xxiu. 6 ; xl. 6 ; Ixxiii. ID. Isa. U. 17, 22. Jer. xxv. 16. 
Zndi. zii. 2. MaU. xx. 22. Rev. ziv. 10 ; xvi. 19. 
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Is not the spirit of this prayer that which, we 
should all earnestly endeavor to cultivate ? 

Does it not evince entire faith and trust in 
Qod, his Father and ours ? 

How was Jesus supported in his hour of 
agony 1 Luke xxii. 43. 

What is said of his intense suffering at this 
hour 1 Luke xxii. 44. 

40. When 'he returned to his disciples, in 
what condition did he find them ? 

What did he say to Peter ? 

Why do you suppose that he addressed these 
words to him, rather than to the other disci- 
ples ? See verse 35. 

41. What impressive words did he address to 
all his disciples ? 

What is the meaning of the expression, ^' The 
spirit is willing, hut the flesh is weak " 1 

42. When Jesus retired again, what prayer 
did he utter ? 

43. In what state did he find his dispiples on 
his return ? 

44. When he left them again the third time, 
did he repeat the same prayer ? 

45. 46. When he again came to his disciples, 
what did he say to them 1 * 

What is said of the sufferings of Jesus in 
Heh. V. 7—9 ? 

Will you read the prophecies of Isaiah, rela- 
ting to Christ's sufferings and death ? Isa. liii. 

Is not the spirit which he evinced in meeting 
his trials and sufferings recorded for our imi- 
tation? 

* <« Do ye still sleep, and take jow seat 1 Behold, ih» 
hoax is at hand/* Ac. 
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Will not heavenly strength always be given 
us, if sought in the spirit of true submission 
and faith? Heb. xii..ll. 

Are not trials, no less than blessings, proofs 
of the love of God 1 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. Heb. 
xii. 6. 

What influence should the sufferings and 
death of Christ have upon our hearts and lives t 
Titus ii. 10, 11. 1 Pet. ii. 24 ; iii. 18. 

47. While Jesus was yet speaking, what hap- 
pened 1 * John xviii. 3. 

48. What sign had Judas giren the officers, 
by which they might be able to recognize Jesus ? 

49. In what mannef did Judas scdute him 1 

50. What did Jesus say to him ? Luke xxii. 
48. 

John xviii. 4. What did he then say to th6 
officers who came to take him I 

• tt r£)^Q order of ocourrenoes appears to have been as follows : 
Having oome into the garden with the officers, Judas hastily 
went forward from them to his Master, and kissed him ; on 
which Jesus made the reply recorded in part by Matthew, 
and in part by Luke. Struck with the reproach in the latter^ 
Judas appears to have hastened back tb the olBeers who wove 
advancing. It was the period of the full moon ; yet, in the 
obscurity of midnight, the confusion of the circumstances^ 
and the dazzling glare of their own lanterns among the trees 
of the olive-ground, his party might not have seen distinctly 
which person he had kissed, or even discerned the appointed 
ftignal at all. John saw his Master go onward from the «pot 
where he was, and proceed toward the advanced portion of the 
officers, with whom Judas was standing ; and he, perbapn 
alone, witnessed, and has recorded, that oconrrenoe ; whieb 
proves that Jesus might even then have escaped from his 
enemies, — that he indeed "laid down his life of himself *"' 
(John z. 18). After this the band came up and seized him, 
which all the apostles witnessed. The agitating and hurried 
nature of the occurrences is impressed in the characten of 
reality on tibe different records.'* •«• Cafpentet, 

22* 
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5. What did they reply 1 

6. When Jesus said to them, " I am he, " 
how were they affected by his words 1 

7. What did he again ask them 1 How did 
they again reply ? 

8. What did he then say to them 1 

. 9. What saying of his was thus fulfilled ? 
John xvii. 12. 

10. When the officers came and laid hands 
on Jesus to take him, what did Peter do 1 

What was the name of this servant ? 
' 11. What did Jesus say to Peter 7 Matt. 
xxvi. 53, 54. 

What did he immediately do to the servant ? 
Luke xxii. 51. 

What did he say to the multitude that had 
come to take him 1 Matt. xxvi. "Sd. 

What then became of the disciples 1 Matt, 
xxvi. 56. 
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JBSTTS 18 TAKEN TO THX HOUSE OF ANNAS, AND AVTBB- 
WASD8 TO THE PALACE OF CAIAFHAS. — OGCX7RSXNCBB 
WHILE THBEE. — THE DENIAL OF FBTEH.* 

John Xym. Matthew XXVI. 

John xviii. 13. After Jesus had been taken in 
the garden by the officers of the chief priests and 
rulers, before whom was he first led to be tried ? 
Who was Annas 1 

* To reooDoile fully the narrations of the denial of Peter, 
recorded by the different evangelists, see ** Oupenter's Har- 
mony,*' note on seot. z. pa^ 280, 281. 
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14. Who was Caiaphas ? John xi. 49, 50. 
Who were assembled at the house of the high 

priest ? Mark xiv. 53. 

15. Which of the disciples followed Jesus ? 
Who is meant by the " other disciple " ? 

Ans. John. 

16. Did Peter enter into the palace ? 
What did John then do ? 

17. What did the damsel who kept the door 
then say to Peter ? 

What did he reply ? 

18. Where was he standing at this timel 
At what hour was this ? 

19. What did the high priest then ask Jesus 1 

20. 21. What was his reply ? 

22. When he had said these things, what did 
one of the officers who stood by Jesus do ? 

23. How did Jesus answer this insult 7 

24. To whom did Annas then send Jesus 1 

Matthbw XXVI. 

59. What was the ruling design oi the chief 
priests and of the whole council ? 

What council is here meant ? Refer to Num. 
xi. 16, 17. 

60. Did they find any persons who could 
bring a true accusation against Jesus 1 

60. Who at length accused him ? 

61. How did they pervert his words 1 Befer 
to John ii. 18—22. 

Which of the commandments of the Decalogue 
did they break in so doing? Exod. xx. 16. 
See also Pro v. xix. 5. 

Was this testimony regarded as sufficient? 
Mark xiv. 59. 
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62. What did the high priest then say to 
Jesus ? 

63. When Jesus held his peace, what did the 
high priest again say to him 1 

What is the meaning of " adjure " 1 

64. What was the solemn and emphatic reply 
of Jesus ? Refer to Dan. vii. 18, 14. 

65. What did the high priest do on hearing 
this distinct avowal of Jesus, that he was in 
truth the Messiah ? 

Was it not forbidden to the high priests to 
rend their garments ? Lev. xxi. 10. 

Yet was not this custom, expressive of grief 
or indignation, common among the Jews ? Gen. 
xx'xvii. 29, 34. 2 Kings xviii. 37 ; xix. 1. Job 
i. 20. Acts xiv. 14. 

65, 66. What did he then say ? What did 
the council reply 1 

According to what law did they pronotince 
Jesus worthy of death ? Lev. xxiv. 16. 

67, 68. What treatment did he then receive 
from those who held him in custody ? 

How did Jesus bear these things? 1 Pet. 
ii. 23. 

Has he not given us an example that we may 
follow his steps, and cherish his spirit ? 

Is it easy to attain such a spirit of entire for- 
bearance, forgiveness, and love ? 

How alone can it be attained t 

69. While these scenes of insult and in- 
justice were taking place, where was Peter ? 

Ans. He was without in the court, — pro- 
bably in the open court of the palace, around 
which were the various halls and chambers. 
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. What did a damsel, or one of the maid- 
servants, then say to him ? 

70. How did Peter reply to this charge ? 

71. After this emphatic denial, where did he 
go? 

What did another servant then say to him 1 

72. What did he reply 1 

73. What happened about an hour after- 
ward ? Luke xxii. 50. 

How did they know that Peter was a Gali- 
lean ? ' 

By whom was he particularly recognized as a 
follower of Jesus 1 John xviii. 26. 

74. What was his third denial ? , 
What immediately took place ? 

75. Did Peter then remember the words of 
Jesus 1 

In what silent but most impressive manner 
was he recalled to a sense of his sin 1 Luke 
. xxii. 61. 

What must have been his feelings at that 
moment ? 

Was not his penitence sincere and heartfelt ? 

Did he not prove this by his subsequent life ? 
Refer to Acts iv. 5 — 20 ; xii. 

What important lesson may we learn from 
the example of Peter 1 1 Cor. x. 12. 

Will not a consciousness of our own weak- 
ness and sin lead us the more earnestly to seek 
divine aid, strength, and guidance ? 

In this spirit, may we not be enabled "to do 
all things, through Christ strengthening us " ? 
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»8US IS CONDEMNED BT THE SANHEDRIM. — KB3IOB8B OF 

JUDAS. — TRANSACTIONS AT THE FR^TORIUM. PII.ATB 

SENDS JESUS TO HEROD, 

Luke XXII. Matthew XXVII. John XVIII. 

Luke xxii. 66. When it was day, what did 
the elders of the people, the chief priests, and 
the Scrihes, do with Jesus ? 

What council was this t 

Where did they hold their sessions at this time 1 

Ans. The hall of the Sanhedrim was in one of 
the huildings in the inner court of the temple. 
Jesus was conducted from the high priest's palace 
to this hall. 

67. What question did the rulers ask Jesus t 

67 — 69. What was His reply ? 

70. What did they then say to him 1 What 
did he reply 1 

71. In what language did they express their 
feelings on hearing these words 1 

What did they then do with Jesus ? Matt. 
xxvii. 2. 

Where was Pilate then residing 1 

Ahs, At the Prsetorium, or palace of the 
governor, which adjoined the north-west comer 
of the outer court of the temple. 

What was his usual place of residence ? 

Ans. Csesarea, a town on the sea-coast. 

How long had he heen governor of Judea ? 

Ans. Ahout five years, having heen appointed 
hy the Roman emperor. 
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Over what proyinces did he rule 1 

Arts. Over Judea and Samaria. He was 
called governor, or, according to the Roman 
title, procuratot. 

Was his administration popular among the 
Jews ? 

Ans. It was not ; * and he was finally sum- 
moned to Kome to account for his conduct, and 
banished to Vienne in Qaul, where, it is said, 
he put an end to his own life. 

Jesus had already been condemned by the 
Sanhedrim : did they not possess the power to 
execute their own decrees 1 

Ans. They did not, as the Komans were now 
their masters, and had reserved in their own 
bands the power of pronouncing sentence of death. 

Matt, xxvii. 3. When Judas found that Jesus 
was condemned by the council, what were his 
feelings ? 

What was probably his expectation ? 

Ans. That, as Jesus possessed miraculous 
powers, he would free himself, and vindicate his 
claims as king of the Jews ; while, at the same 
time, he could satisfy his own avarice by re- 
ceiving the price of his master's betrayal. 

4. What did he say to the chief priests aCnd 
elders I 

What was their cold reply ? 

5. What did Judas then do ? * 

6. 7. What did the chief priests do with the 
thirty pieces of silver 1 

* Judas appears to hare followed Jesus to the hall of the 
Saohedrim, and, when he saw their final determination, to 
have gone at onoe to tilie ohief priests before they left the 
temple. 
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Why did they not put them into the treasury ? 

8. What was the field, which they purchased, 
called? Acts i. 18, 19.. 

. 9 — 11. What passage of Scripture was thus 
fulfilled ? * Zach. xi. 12, 13. 

John xviii. 28. To what place was Jesus then 
led ? At what hour was this ? 

Why did not the chief priests and elders enter 
into the judgment-hall, or Praetorium ? 

What is here meant by the Passover ? 

Ans. It refers not only to the paschal Iamb, 
which had already been -eaten the evening 
before, but to the subsequent days of unleavened 
bread. 

Were they not more anxious to observe out- 
ward forms and ceremonies than to do justice ? 

29. When Pilate, to satisfy their scruples, 
went out to them, what question did he ask ? 

30. What did they reply ? What is a malefac- 
tor? 

31. What did Pilate then tell the chief priests 
and elders to do with Jesus ? 

Why did they object to this method of pro- 
ceeding ? 

32. What saying of Jesus was thus fulfilled? 
Matt. XX. 18, 19. 

What accusation did they then bring against 
him? Luke xxiii. 2. 

33. What question did Pilate ask Jesus on 
again entering the hall ? 

34. By what question did Jesus reply ? 

35. What was Pilate's answer ? 
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36. What did Jesus then say of the nature 
of his kingdom ? 

37. When Pilate asked him, " Art thou a 
king, then ? " what was the reply of Jesus ? 

What did Jesus assert to he ike great end of 
his life and mission ? 

38. What was Pilate's reply ? 

Did he ask this question from any real desire 
to know the truth ? 

What did he do when he' had said this ? 

What did he then say to the chief priests and 
the multitude ? Luke xxiii. 4. 

What was their reply ? Luke xxiii. 5. 

When Pilate heard that Jesus was of Galilee, 
to whom did he send him ? Luke xxiii. 6, 7. 

Which Herod was this ? 

Ans. It was Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Gali- 
lee, who had put John the Baptist to death. 



LESSON LXXVni. 

TRANSACnONB AT THB PALACE OF HEROD. — JESUS 18 
CONDEMNED TO CAUCIFTXION BY PONTIUS PILATE. 

Luke XXUI. John XIX. 

Luke xxiii. 8. Why was Herod glad when he 
saw Jesus ? 

9. Did Jesus reply to his questions ? 

10. Did the chief priests and Scrihes accuse 
him? 

11. What did Herod and his soldiers then do 
to him? 

23 
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12. Were Pilate and Herod Mends before 
this time ? ^ 

13. What did Pilate then do ? 

14 — 16. What did he say to the assembled 
multitude ? 

What did he propose to do to Jesus ? 

Did he know the reason why Jesus had been 
apprehended by the chief priests ? Mark xy. 
10. 

What message did the wife of Pilate send to 
him just at this time? Matt, xxvii. 19. 

Do you suppose that this had any effect upon 
his subsequent attempts to save Jesus ? 

17. What custom had it been usual for bim 
to observe at this feast ? 

18. What did all of the multitude exclaim, on 
hearing these words ? 

19. Who was Barabbas? John xviii. 40. 
By whom were they instigated to this act? 

Mark xv. 1 1 . 

21. What did they cry out,- when they found 
that Pilate was desirous to release Jesus ? 

22. What did he again say to them the third 
time? 

23. Did his words have any effect on the ex- 
cited mtdtitude ? 

When he found that he could not pacify them 
without condemning Jesus, what did he do? 
Matt, xxvii. 24. 

What did he say to the people ? 

What did they answer ? Matt, xxvii. 25. 

Was not this fearful imprecation fulfilled in 
their subsequent history ? 
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John xix. 1. What did Pilate then do to 
Jesus ? * 

What is meant by scourging ? ' 

Was it usual for scourging to precede the 
punishment of crucifixion? Must it not have 
added greatly to the bodily suffering at such a 
time? 

Was crucifixion a Jewish or a Roman punish- 
ment? 

2, 3. How was Jesus treated by the soldiers ? 

4, 5. What did Pilate again say to the peo- 
ple, when he led Jesus forth, after he had been 
scourged, wearing the crown of thorns and the 
purple robe ? 

6. What effect did his suffering aspect have 
upon the chief priests and officers ? What did 
Pilate then say to them ? 

What did the Jews reply? 

To what law did they probably refer ? Ley. 
'zxiv. 16. Deut. xviii. 20. 

8. How was Pilate affected when he heard 
these words ? 

9. When he went again into the judgment- 
hall, what question did he ask Jesus? Did 
Jesus make any reply ? 

10. What did Pilate then say to him? 

11. What did Jesus answer ? 
• 

* The order of eyents was probably as follows : — ^Pilate, 
after washing his hands, yields to the Jews, releases Barabbas 
to them, and, in their presence, has Jesus scourged for cruci- 
fixion. Jesus is then taken within the fortress, and mocked 
by the Roman soldiers. Pilate brings him forth to the Jews, 
aod afterwards has another conference with him within the 
PiBBtorium. He tiien again brings him forth,.formalIy condemns 
hi«i, and delivers him up to be crucified. 
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.12. After hearing these words, was Pilate 
more anxious to release Jesus ? 

What did the Jews say to prevent it ? 

Did not Pilate receive his office of governor 
from Caesar ? 

What Caesar was this ? Ans. Tiberius Caesar. 

13. What did he do when he heard these words? 

14. What did he say to the Jews ? 
What hour was this ? Mark xv. 25. 
What is meant by the " preparation " ? 

Ans. The preparation for the Passover ; that 
is, for the paschal sabbath. 

15. What did the Jews cry out, as Pilate again 
commended Jesus to their compassionate regard? 

What did they reply when he said, '* Shall I 
crucify your king " ? 

16. What did Pilate at length do ? 

What was done to Jesus by the angry multi- 
tude? Matt, xxvii. 31. 

Did Pilate consider Jesus to be really worthy 
of death ? 

Was he not wanting in moral courage ? 

What important lesson may you learn from 
his example ? 



LESSON LXXIX. 

THB CBUCIFIZION AND BUBZAL OF JB8U8. 

LvKB XXTTT. John XIX. 

Luke xxiii. Will you give some account of 
the Usual mode of crucifixion ? Was it custom- 
ary for criminals to be compelled to bear their 
own cross ? 
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26. As the multitude were leading Jesus 
away to be crucified, finding, him unable to 
sustain the weight of the cross, whom did they 
compel to bear it for him ? . 

Have we any further notice of Simon and his 
family in the New Testament ? Acts xix. 33. 
Rom. xvi. 13: 

27. Who followed Jesus? 

28 — SU What did he say to these women ? 

Do not these words evince the ready sympathy 
of Jesns for others, and his own calm en- 
durance ! 

82. Who were led away with Jesus to be put 
to death ? 

33. To what place did they come } 
What then took place ? 

What prophecy was thus Mfilled ? Mark xt. 
28. See Isa. liii. 12. 

What did they give Jesus to drink ? Mark 
XT. 23. 

Did he accept the potion ? 

Why was this given him ? 

Ans. It was customary to give this mixture 
to criminals, as an anodyne, in order to alleviate 
the intense sufferings of crucifixion. 

34. What prayer did Jesus offer in the midst 
of his sufferings on the cross ? 

. John xix. 19. What superscription did Pilate 
write, and place upon the cross ? 

20. In what languages was it written ? 

21. What did the chief priests say to Pilate 
with regard to it ? 

22. What did he reply ? 

28* 
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23. What did the soldiers then do witk the 
gaxments of Jesus i 

24. What did they do with his coat or 
tunic? 

What words of Scripture were thus fulfilled ? 
Ps. xxii. 18. 

How was he treated hy those who stood near 
the cross ? Luke xxiii. 35 — 37. 

How was he mocked hy the chief priests, 
Scribes, and elders ? Matt, xxvii. 41 — 43. 

What did one of the malefactors, crucified 
with Jesus, say to him ? Luke xxiii. 39. 

How was he rebuked by his companion? 
Luke xxiii. 40, 41. 

What request did the latter then make to 
Jesus ? Luke xxiii. 42. 
, What was the reply of Jesus ? Luke xxiii. 43. 

25. In the midst of these scenes of insult, 
derision, and mockery, who stood by the cross 
of Jesus ? 

26. 27. When Jesus saw his mother, and the 
disciple whom he loved standing by her, what 
did he say to them ? 

What disciple is here meant ? 

Did John comply with his request ? 

Does not this touching incident manifest the 
readiness of Jesus to forget his own sufferings, 
in his thoughfulness and love for others ? 

What happened about the sixth hour ? Luke 
xxiii. 44, 45. 

What was the veil of the temple ? 2 Chron. 
xu. 14. 

What other occurrences took place at the aame 
hour? Matt, xxvii. 51—53. 
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28. What cry did Jesus utter about the ninth 
hour? Matt, xxvii. 46. See Ps. xxii. 1. 

What did some of those who stood by say 
when they heard these words ? Matt, xxvii. 47. 

29. WJiat did they then do ? Matt, xxvii. 
48, 49. 

30. When Jesus received the vinegar, what 
did he say ? 

In what words did he commend his spirit to 
God ? Luke xxiii. 46. 

What did the centurion say when he saw 
these things ? Matt, xxvii. 54. 

What effect did they have upon the multi- 
tude ? Luke xxiii. 48. 

What women were present at the crucifixion ? 
Matt, xxvii. 66, 56. 

31. V(hj were the Jews unwilling that the 
bodies of Jesus, and of those crucified with him, 
should remain on the cross on the sabbath-day ? 
Deut. xxi. 22, 23. 

What do you understand by the "preparation- 
day " ? Mark xv, 42. Refer to Lev. xxiii. 2-^8. 
What request did they make of Pilate ? 

32. What did the soldiers then do ? 

33. 34. When they came to Jesus, and found 
that he was already dea^, what did they do ? 

35. How did John know this to be true ? 

36, 37. What words of Scripture were thus 
fulfilled? Exod. xii. 46, Zach. xii. 10. 

38. Who obtained permission from Pilate to 
take the body of Jesus from the cross ? 

What was the character of Joseph? Luke 
xxiii. 50, 51. 

What was his station ? 
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Arts. He was a member of the Sanhedrim, 
and is called by the evangelist a counsellor. 
Where is Arimathea i 

39. Who accompanied Joseph? 
Who was Nicodemus ? John iii. 1. 
What did he bring with him ? 

40. What did they then do with the body of 
Jesus ? 

Will you give some account of the usual man- 
ner of embalming, especially among the Egjrp- 
tians?* 

41. What was there near the place where 
Jesus was crucified ? To whom did, this sepulchre 
belong ? Matt, xxvii. 60. 

42. Where was the body of Jesus laid ? 
What prophecy was thus literally fulfilled? 

Isa. liii. 9. 

Who, at this hour, were sitting near the 
sepulchre? Matt, xxvii. 61. 

What must have been the feelings of the dis- 
ciples at this time ? 

Had they any hope of the resurrection of 
Jesus t 

On the day after the preparation, what re- 
quest did the chief priests and Pharisees make 
of Pilate ? Matt, xxvii. 62—64. 

What reply did he niake ? Matt, xxvii. 66. 

What did they then do 1 Matt, xxvii. 66. 

What was their object in so doing ? f 

* See « Robinson's Calmet/' p. 386. 

t It might be well for the teacher here to read flram ** Wan's 
life of the Saviour,'* ohap. zzii. 
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SECTION XL 

From the Burial of Jeaus to hia Aacefision. 



LESSON LXXX. 

THE MOKNINO OF THE BESURBECTION.* 

Matthew XXVIII. Jomr XX. 
Parallel passages: Mark XVI. and Luke XXIV. 

Matt, xxviii. 1, Who came to the sepulchre, 
early on the first day of the week 1 

For what purpose did they come? Mark 
xvi. 1. 

What did they say among themselves as they 
approached the sepulchre 1 Mark xvi. 8. 
. 2 — 4. What did they find when they entered 
the garden ? 

5 — 7. What did the angel say to the women 1 
Mark xvi. 5 — 7. Luke xxiv. 4 — 7. 

8. How were they affected by these words ? 

9. As they hastened to make known to the 
disciples these glad tidings, whom did they 
meet ? 

How did Jesus salute them ? 
What was their involuntary expression of af- 
fection and reverence ? 

10. What did Jesus say to them 1 

Was there not something peculiarly touching 

* To obtain a olear idea of the order of oocurrences on this 
morning, see « Carpenter's Harmony," part z. seot. ii. note 
on page 284. 
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in this affectionate remembrance of his disciples 

by their Piaster ? 

John XX. 

1,2. To whom did Mary Magdalene go, im- 
mediately upon leaving the sepulchre 1 

Is it not probable that she arrived at the se- 
pulchre before the other women ; and that, seeing 
the stone rolled from the entrance, she at once 
inferred that the body of Jesus had been taken 
away, and hastened to inform his most intimate 
disciples of this fact, before seeing the heavenly 
messenger, or hearing his sublime announce- 
ment? 

What did she say to Peter and John 1 

3. What did they immediately do ? 

4. Which of them arrived first at the sepul- 
chre? 

5. Did John immediately enter t 

6. 7. When Peter went in, what did he see ? 
8, 9. Did John believe that Jesus had arisen 

from the dead ? 

Ans, No : he simply believed that the body 
had been removed; for he himself adds, that 
" they knew not as yet the Scriptures, that he 
must rise again from the dead." 

10. Where did the disciples then go? 

1 1 . Did Mary also go away ? 

12. What did she see on looking into the 
sepulchre ? 

13. What did the angels say to her ? What 
was her reply ? 

14. As she turned away, whom did she see ? 
Did she recognize Jesus ? 
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15. Whom did she suppose him to be, and 
what did she say to him ? 

1 6. When Jesus said to her, " Mary," did she 
know his voice 1 

What single word did she utter ? 

1 7. What did Jesus say to her ? * 

18. What did Mary then do 1 

How were the disciples affected when they 
heard her words ? Mark xvi. 11. 

Has not the resurrection of Jesus given to us 
the full assurance of our own resurrection, and 
of an immortal life ? 1 Cor. xv. 20. 

Can death in itself create any change in our 
characters ? 

Did not Jesus return to earth the same being 
as before his crucifixion, — with the same love, 
and the same spirit of demotion 1 

What should be our feelings to God and to 
Christ, for having thus revealed to us life and 
immortality? 

May we not now remember with calm and 
cheerful hope those who have fallen asleep in 
Jesus? 1 Cor. xv. 49 — 54. 2 Cor. v. 1—4. 
Phil. i. 21—23. 1 Thess. iv. 13, 14. 

Has he not indeed taken from death its chief 
sting, — from the grave its only victory ? 1 Cor. 
XV. 55 — 57. 1 John iii. 2 ; iv. 14. 

Matthew XXVm. 

11. What did some of the guard, who had 
been stationed by the chief priests and elders 
to keep the sepulchre, do after Jesus had arisen 1 

12, 13. When they had taken counsel, having 



* *' t do not yet aioend to my Father. 



» 
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called the Sanhedrim together, what did they 
bribe the soldiers to say 1 What was their ob- 
ject in so doing ? 

14. What did they promise to do, in case this 
false story should come to the knowledge of the 
governor 1 

What was the usual Roman punishment for 
any soldier who slept while on guard 1 
Ans, The punishment of death. 

15. Did the soldiers do as they were desired? 
Who were the most to blame, — the council 

or the soldiers 1 

Which had enjoyed the greatest adyantages 
of knowledge and instruction ? 

What does Jesus teach on this subject ? Luke 
xii. 47, 48. 



LESSON LXXXI. 

TEB WALK TO BMKAUS, ON THB AFTERNOON OF THS 
DAY OF THB KB8UKRBCTI0N. — ON THB BTBNINO OF 
THB SAME DAY, JESUS FBBSENT8 HIMSELF TO THB 
AF0STLB8. 

LUKB XXIV. 

13. Whither were two of the disciples of Je- 
sus going, on the same day that he rose from the 
dead? 

Where was Emmaus ? 

Ans. It was a small village about seven or 
eight miles from Jerusalem. 

14. Of what were they conversing on the 
way? 

15. Who joined them on their walk ? 
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16. Did they know who it was 1 

17. What did Jesus say to them 1 

1 8. What answer did Cleopas make ? 

Was there any connection hetween Cleopas 
and Jesus ? John xix. 25. 

19. 20. What did he say of Jesus 1 

21. What had the disciples trusted that Jesus 
would do 1 

Had they not expected, even to the last, that 
he would free them from the Roman power, and 
re-estahlish their independence and glory as a 
nation ? 

22—24. What did they say had been told 
them by the women who went early to the se- 
pulchre ? 

25, 26. What did Jesus say after hearing 
their words ? 

27. What did he then expound or explain to 
them ? 

Will you read some of the prophecies relating 
to Christ and the establishment of his kingdom ? 
Isa. xlii. ; liii. ; Ix. ; Ixi. 

28, 29. As they drew near the village, and 
Jesus was about proceeding still further, what 
did the disciples say to him ? 

Did he consent to remain with them ? 

30. As they sat at meat, what did he do 1 

31. Did they then recognize him ? 

32. After he had left them, what did they 
say one to another ? 

33. What did they immediately do ? 

34. .When they found the eleven gathered 
together, and other disciples with them, what 
glad words did they say to them ? 

24 
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35. Did they give an account of the occur- 
rences of that afternoon 1 

Is the appearance of Jesus to Simon Peter 
elsewhere mentioned in the New Testament? 
1 Cor. XV. 5. 

What must have been the feelings of Peter 
on this first interview 1 

What was the last notice that we have of him 
before the crucifixion 1 Luke xxii. 61, 62. 

Was he not fully and freely forgiven ; and did 
he not prove the deep sincerity of hia repent- 
ance by his subsequent life ? 

36. As the disciples were thus conversing to- 
gether, we read that ** Jesus himself stood in the 
midst of them : " in what words did he address 
them? John xx. 19. 

Was this form of salutation customary among 
the Jews 1 Refer to 1 Sam. xzv. 6. 

Why were the doors shut where they were 
assembled ? 

What day of the week was this ? 

Is not the first day of the week the Christian 
^ sabbath \ 

Will it not ever commemorate the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus from the dead 1 

37. How were the disciples affected when 
they saw Jesus 1 

38. 39. What did he say to them, and bid 
them do ? 

40. How did he convince them of the reality 
of his presence ? 

41. " While they yet believed not for joy," 
what did he say to them ? 

42. What did they then give him to «at ? 
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43. What did he do ? 

What did he again say to them ? John xx. 
21. 

When he had spoken these words, what power 
and authority did he bestow upon them ? John 
XX. 22, 23. 

Must not the evening of this memorable Jirst 
day of the week have been ever remembered by 
the disciples with joy and gratitude? 

With what feelings and purposes should the 
resurrection of Jesus inspire each of our hearts ? 
1 Cor. XV. 58. 2 Cor. v. 9. Eph. vi. 10 — 18. 
1 Johniv. 9—11. 



LESSON LXXXn. 

JBS178 AGAIN MANIFESTS HIMSELF TO HIS DISCIPLES, 
THOMAS BEING PRESENT. — HE AFTEHWAKD MEETS 
PETER AND JOHN, AND FIVE OTHER APOSTLES, AT THE 
SEA OF TIBERIAS. 

John XX. and XXI. 

XX. 24. On the evening of the day of the 
resurrection, when Jesus appeared to his dis- 
ciples, which of the eleven was absent ? 

25. What did the other disciples say to 
Thomas ? 

Did he believe their words ? 

26. After eight days, the disciples being again 
assembled, and Thomas with them, we read that 
Jesus came, and stood in their midst : in what 
words did he salute them ? 

27. What did he then bid Thomas do ? 
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28. What expression of surprise and conTic- 
tion did Thomas utter ? 

29. What did Jesus say to him ? 

30. Did the Apostle John record in his Gos- 
pel all the miracles and signs which Jesus per- 
formed, as proofs of his divine mission, power, 
and love 1 

31. For what purpose did he record those 
which we find written ? 

Is there any other name but that of Jesus by 
which we can be saved 1 Acts iv. 12. 

If we believe in him with the heart, have w^e 
any reason to fear the mere incident of death ? 
John vi. 47 ; xi. 25, 26. 

In the future state, may we not be enabled to 
retrace the way by which we have here been led, 
and see how every event, even those which 
seemed dark and mysterious, was ordered in 
infinite wisdom and love 1 

xxi. 1. Where did Jesus again appear to his 
disciples ? 

Where is the Sea of Tiberias ? 

2. Which of them were assembled together ? 
What was the character of Nathanael ? John 

i. 47. 

Who were the sons of Zebedee 1 

3. What did Peter say to his companions 1 
Did they join him in his labor 1 

Were they successful in their fishing that 
night 1 

4. Who appeared on the shore in the morning? 
Did the disciples know who it was ? 

5. What did Jesus then ask them? What 
did they reply ? 
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6. Wlaiat did he direct tKem to do 1 
What was their success ? , 

7. What did the disciple whom Jesus loved 
aay to Peter 1 

When Peter knew that it was Jesus, what did 
he do? 

Was not this act in accordance with his cha- 
racter, at once impulsire, ardent, and affection- 
ate 1 Refer to Matt. xiv. 22, 23. John vi. 66 
—69 ; xiii. 6—9. 

8. How far was the ship from land at this 
time ? 

How many feet are two hundred cuhits ? 
What did the other disciples do 1 

9. When they reached the shore, what did 
they see ? 

10. What did Jesus direct them to do 1 

1 1 . How many fish were taken at once in the 
net] 

Who drew the net to land ? 

12. What did Jesus invite them to do ? 

13. What did he then do 1 

14. How many times had he now appeared 
to his immediate disciples since his resurrection t 

Did he not afterward meet a still larger num- 
ber of his disciples 1 1 Cor. xv. 5 — 7. 

How many days did he remain on earth before 
his ascension ? Acts i. 3. 

15. After they had finished their meal, what 
question did Jesus ask Peter 1 What was Pe* 
ter*8 reply 1 

Had he not been more forward than any of 
the other disciples in expressing his attachment 
to Jesua 1 Refer to Matt. xxvi. 83—^5. 
24* 
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In what way did Jesus direct him to manifefft 
his love to him ? 

16. What did Jesus say to him again the se- 
cond time 1 

Did Peter make the same reply as hefore t 
In what way was he again bidden to express 
his love to his Master ? 

1 7. What were Peter's feelings, when Jesus 
asked him yet the third time, ''LoTest then 
me " ? What was his reply 1 

What was he enjoined to do, in order to mani- 
fest his love to Christ 1 

In what other words does Jesus enforce the 
same duties, teaching that mere ardor of feeling 
is not sufficient, unless the life be governed b j his 
teachings and example ? John xiv. 15, 21 ; zt. 
8—10. 

If we sincerely love the Saviour, shall we not 
endeavor to impart to others the blessings which 
we have received ? 

As Peter had thrice denied his Master, must 
not these words have convinced him of the en- 
tire forgiveness of Jesus, and have reinstated 
him in the favor and confidence of his fellow- 
disciples ? 

18. What did Jesus foretell with regard to 
the old age of Peter ? 

19. How was this prediction fulfilled ? * 

20. Which of the disciples did Peter see. on 
turning round ? 

21. What inquiry did he make respecting 
John? 

. 22. What was the reply of Jesus ? 

* See " Greenwood's Ujw of the Apoitles." 
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What is the meaning of these words ? 

Ana, ** The coming of the Son of man *' is a 
phrase often used in the Gospels to denote the 
destruction of Jerusalem. Jesus, doubtless, here 
refers to this event, as John was the only one o^ 
the Twelve living when it occurred. Refer to 
Matt. xvi. 28. 

23. How was this saying understood by the 
brethren ? 

24. Which of the disciples recorded these 
words of Jesus 1 

25. Were all of the words and actions of 
Christ recorded by the evangelists ? 

Have we not a sufficient knowledge of his life 
and character to assure us of his divine autho- 
rity, and to guide us in the way of truth and 
holiness 1 



LESSON LXXXm. 

THE ASCENSION OF JESXTB. 

Luke XXIV. Acts I. 1—14, 

To what place did the apostles go at the 
command of Jesus? Matt, xxviii. 16. 

When they again saw him, what were their 
feelings 1 Verse 17. 

What did Jesus say to them of his power and 
authority 1 Matt, xzviii. 18. 

What parting command did he give themt 
Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. 

What encouraging promise did he make, as 
he was about leaving them, with regard to his 
spiritual presence 1 
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Did he endow them with the power <Sf workiiig 
miracles 1 Mark xvi. 17, 18. 

Why was it neoesaary that this power should 
be bestowed upon the first preachers of the goft- 
pell 

Luke xxxY^ 44 — 47. What did Jesua then«ay 
to them with regard to the things that had been 
written concerning himself 1 

Did they not even then cherish the belief that 
he would restore again the temporal power and 
glory of the Jewish nation ? Acts i. 6. 

What reply did Jesus make to their question 1 
Acts i. 7, 8. 

48. Who were to be the witnesses, among all 
nations, of the life and teachings of Jesus! 
Apts i. 8. 

49. How long were the apostles commanded 
to remain at Jerusalem ! Acts i. 4. 

What promise is here meant ? John xiv. 26. 
When was this fulfilled 1 Aets ii. 1 — 4. 

50. To what place did Jesus then lead them 1 

51. What came to pass as he blessed them? 
Acts i. 9. 

Who appeared to them as they stood gating 
up into heaven 1 Acts i. 10. 

Whi^t did the angels say to them ? Venie 11. 

52. What did the apostles then do ? Aols L 12. 
Which of them were assembled together at 

Jerusalem ? Acts i. 13. 

53. How were they oecupied while there ! 
Acts i. 14. 

Who was chosen by the disicipleB to take the 
place of Judas, as a witness of the reauxrection 
of Jesus 1 Read Acts i. 15—26. 
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Will you gLve an account of the ascension of 
Elijah? 2 Kings ii. 1—18. 

Will you compare it with that of Christ 1 

Was not the ascension of Jesus in entire and 
beautiful accordance with his perfect life and 
divine spirit ? 

Do not his resurrection and ascension give us 
the full assurance of our own immortality ? 

Is not this life to be regarded only as the com- 
mencement of an eterpal existence ? 

What, then, should be your chief aim and pur- 
pose? Matt. vi. 19 — 21, 33. 

[The teacher is here requested to read to his class 
the last two chapters of ** Ware's Life of the Saviour."] 



CONCLUSION. 

We have now considered the life of Jesus, 
from his birth in the manger at Bethlehem, to 
his ascension into heaven ; we have studied the 
incidents of his childhood, and the events of his 
public ministry ; and have Tead the wonderful 
history of his death, resurrection, and ascension. 

1 . In thus studying the Gospels, have you ob- 
tained a deeper interest in their sublime records ; 
and do you feel a stronger desire to know more 
and more of the truths contained in them ? 

2. Is it your desire and purpose to make Jesus 
the guide of your youth, and of your whole life ? 

3. Are you striving earnestly to cultivate those 
habits and purposes, — those feelings of piety, 



^IB Spint bivtlipw upon the 'word. 
And faringB the truth to sight ; 

FreeeptB and promises afford 
A s an ctifying light. 

A glorj gilds the sacred page. 

Majestic like the son ! 
It ghres a light to eTery age ; 

It giTes, bnt b or rows none. 

The Hand that gsre it still sappliea 

The gradons light and heat ; 
Its tmths npon the nations rise. 

They rise, bnt nerer set. 

Let ererlasting thanks be thine. 

Pot such a bright display. 
As makes a world of darkness shine 

With beams of heavenly day. 

My sonl rejoices to pursue 

The steps of Him I lore ; 
Till glory break npon my view 

In brighter worlds above. 

Ck>wpnu 
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DATES or THB JEWISH FESTIVALS DUBING OUR 
saviour's lONISTBF. 



Thb fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, reckoning 
from the death of Augustus, commenced on the 19th of 
August, A.D. 28. We may suppose the Baptist to hare 
commenced his preaching a short time before the Feast 
of Tabernacles in that year, and the baptism of Jesus 
to have occurred in the interval before the Passover of 
the year 29. The Passover of A.D. 30 was, by this cal- 
culation, the period of our Lord's crucifixion. See 
" Carpenter's Harmony," supplement to Dissertation IV. 



AJ). 28. The Feast of Tabernacles began 

„ Dedication 



A.D. 29. 



A.D. 80. 



„ Passover 
„ Pentecost 
„ Tabernacles 
„ Dedication 
„ Passover 
„ Pentecost 



Sept. 24. 
Dec. 2. 
March 19. 
May 8. 
Sept. 13. 
Nov. 21. 
April 7. 
May 27. 
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MONET MENTIONED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT REDUCED TO 

FEDERAL CURRENCY. 



A Mite (Leptum, Mark zii. 42. 

Luke xii. 69) 

A Farthing (Quadrans, Matt, t. 26* 

Mark xii. 42) 

A Farthing (Assarium, Matt. x. 29. 

Luke xii. 6) 

A Penny (Denarius, Matt. xx. 2. 

Mark xiv. 5) 

A Piece of Silver (Drachma, Luke 

XV. 8) 

Tribute Money (Didrachma, or Half 

Shekel, Matt. xvii. 24) . . . 
A Piece of Silver (Stater, or Shekel, 

Matt. xxvi. 15) 

A Pound (Roman Mina, Luke xix. 

13) 

A Talent of Silver (Matt. xxv. 15) 

about 

A Talent of Gold, about .... 



DoUan. 



13 

1,600 
24,000 



Cents. M. 



1 ; 6 



14 



14 



28 



66 



88 



8 



00 
00 i 



MEASURES OF LENGTH MENTIONED IN THE NEW 

TESTAMENT. 



A Cubit (John xxi. 8), about 
A^ Fathom (Acts xxvii. 28) . 
A Furlong (Luke xxiv. 13. 

John xi. 18) 

A Jewish Mile (Matt. V. 41) . 
A Sabbath-day's Journey 

(Acts i. 12) 

A Day's Journey (Luke ii. 44) 



Miles. 



20 to 30 



Bodfl. 



44 

292 

221 
000 



FeeLiIn. 



1 
7 

3 
16 

3 

00 



6 
4 

7 
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MEASURES OP CAPACITY MENTIONED IN THE NEW 

TESTAMENT. 

A Firkin (Metretes, John ii. 6), about . . 7i gallons. 
A Measure (Saturn, Matt. xiii. 33) . 1 peck 4 quarts. 
A Soman Bushel (Modius, Matt. v. 15) . . 1 peck. 
A Cor (Corns or Homer, Luke xvi. 7), about 14 bushels. 
A Pot (Sextarius, Mark vii. 4), about . . . Ijl pint. 
A Bath (Batus, Luke xvi. 6) ..... 7i gallons. 
A Measure (Chcenix, Eev. yL 6), about ^ . 3 pints. 



SEASONS OF THE YEAB IN PALESTINE. 



Seed-time corresponding to our October and November. 
Winter „ >» December and January. 

Oold season „ „ February and March. 

Harvest „ ,, April and May. 

Summer „ ,* June and July. 

Hot season „ ,» August and September. 

The Hebrews computed their days from evening to 
evening (Lev. xxiii. 32). The night, beginning at sun- 
set and ending at sunrise, was divided into four equal 
parts, of three hours each, called watches. The day, 
beginning at sunrise and ending at sunset, was divided 
into twelve equal parts, called hours. The Jews had 
no particular names for the days of the week, but called 
them the ^rst, second, third, &c 
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A TABLE OF DISTANCES 



Jerusalem to Jericho 
„ Sychar 



»> 



,f Samaria 

„ Nazareth 

)) v^sBsarea ,• • 

„ Tiberias . 

„ Capernaum . 

„ Caesarea Philippi 

„ Bethlehem . 

„ Joppa 

„ Bethabara . . . 

„ Enon 

„ Damascus . 

II Gaza . 

,1 Azotus 

,1 Mount Carmel 

I, Machserus . 

„ Tyre 

,1 Sidon . 
Capernaum to Nazareth 
,1 II Sarepta 

II Cffisarea Philippi 

,1 Cana . 
II Caesarea . 

II Tiberias 

II Nain 
Tiberias to Machserus 

fi II i^sBsareft • • 
Caesarea Philippi to Antioch 

II Damascus 



»f 
»t 
f> 

it 
>» 
ft 

)* 

i* 

99 
99 

99 



» 
99 



»» 



}> 



Milef. 
16 

40 

60 

70 
65 
70 
84 

115 

6 

38 

32 

55 

140 
43 
33 
80 
30 

110 

125 

ao 

40 
33 
18 
44 
14 
25 
65 
37 
202 
50 
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Sychar to Samaria 12 

„ ,t Cana 35 

Csesarea to Joppa 37 

Gaza to Azotns 25 

Lake of Gennesareth to the Dead Sea . . 56 

Nazareth to Cana 3 

„ „ Nain 7 

The greatest length of Palestine, or the Holy Land, 
was about 190 miles ; the greatest breadth, about 90 
miles. 



FERIODS WHEN THE DIFFERENT FBOFHETS LIYED, WHOSE 
WRITINGS ARE EITHER REFERRED TO OR QUOTED IN 
THE NEW TESTAMENT. 



• 



Jonah B.C. 856— 784 

Amos M 810 — 785 

Hosea 810—725 

Isaiah 810—698 

Joel >t 810—660 

Micah >. 758—699 

Nahum . ., 720—698 

Zephaniah 640—609 

Jeremiah' tt ^28 — 586 

Habakkuk » 612—598 

Daniel »» 606—534 

Obadiah 588—583 

Ezekiel » 595—536 

Haggai •> 520—518 

Zachariah ». 520—518 

Malaohi 436—397 
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The exact period at which most of these Prophets 
liyed cannot be accurately ascertained. The above 
table will serve, however, to show the order in which 
they succeeded each other, and nearly the times at 
which their different prophecies were uttered. 



In our translation, the Old Testament is divided into 
thirty-nine books. Among the Jews, it contained but 
twenty-two, as follows : — 

Pentateuch, or " Law " 5 

The "Prophets," viz. : — 

Joshua 

Judges 

1 and 2 Samuel 

1 and 2 Kings 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah t 

Ezekiel 

Twelve Minor Prophets 



The Hagiographa or " Psalms," viz. : — 

Psalms 

Proverbs 

Job 

Solomon's Song * 

Ecclesiastes 

Esther 

Daniel 

Ezra and Nehemiah 

1 and 2 Chronicles , 



S 



22 



* After Solomon's Bong the Jews placed Ruth and tiie Lamei 
tadons of Jeremiah. 



^ 



